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Intr oduction

In 2011, the WCYs protected 11,999 mobile childent in the eight (8)
following countries: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote d'lvoire, Guinea,
Mali, Niger, Senegal andlogo.

The protected children are: beggars, apprentices, orphans, adopted children, cart
pushers, children in prison, stock farmers, car washers, house maids or boys, salesgirls,
migrating girls, shoe shiners, Koranic school pupils, porters, waitresses working in
maquis (small restaurants), childrenfetihg family and social breakdown, street "girl
friends”, pupils, children displaced by armed conflicts, handicapped children, gardeners
etc.

In most cases, these are giaalized children who are in need of a lot of assistaibe.
Children andvouth members of thassociation oWorking Children and/outh liste-
nedto them being aware of thegancy of their casépart from listening to them, they
helped them find solutionsn order to protect them first, and then, help
them livein a better social situation.

Listening sessionsook place irall sorts of placesn the cities and villages: in

garages and bus stations, markets, public places where children matietds where
children work, in houses (for housemaids, we use a door to door method) or in places
where theAWCY and/or their supporting structuresganize rallies for childrenll

those places are chosen according to the number of mobile children found there.
listening process is often pdrof the action After an awareness campaign, we

make ourselves available to the public (the children), to listen and to deal withparticu
lar cases.

This listening process is particulas it is undertaken froahild (or youth) to
child who experiences the in same living conditions. It is an exgs
sion of solidarity from the WCY's towards the children living in diffi-
cult situations, no matterwhere they come fom.

We identified a wholéange of problems among others: no place to sleep, lack of
food, no change of clothes, no means to go back to the village or place of origin, wages
which are not paid, working contracts that are not respected by the employeeans

to carry on studies, insecurigbsence of health care, etc.

Iprotection means that we did not just listen, but we also acted tessltre pyblems which
were mentioned during the listening phasee Wdn only estimate that the listening including
"spontaneous listening”, which is the object of the following exampkesitar far higher rate.
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Changes that we observethnge from children returning to their village to a good
integration in the citythrough reducing the number of displaced childvéa.also note

a decrease in the number of illiterate children, employees who are actually paid and
many children who joined professional training centers (workshops). Preventien com
mittees have been set up in villages and children who want to migrate are being better
prepared and given safety rules through counseling from authorities and parents.
Intergenerational tensions are decreasing in villages.

In the following pages, you will read sorexamples of potection situations
from different countries, as described\Wprking Children an&outh themselved. hey
express a whole variety of situatiof®u will notice that th&VCY's take initiatives with
the support of all sorts of partners and authorities, in order to be nficien¢fand to
solve the numerous problems they are facing.

Association of Working ..

OFFICE OF ...
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Listening and orientation activities of AWCY
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A- BENIN

- Protecting children like hens

We got ourselves ganized in our Grassroots Groups to find out ways to deal with child
mobility. In Missérété we met with the local authorities to talk with them about child
mobility. We spoke with them about protecting mobile and non mobile chilémn.
time we meet them, we talk about child protectibnis encouraged the authorities to
come up with an idea and to implement it.

The authorities invited thé&/CY's to gather at the public squafdey gave them hens

for our Grassroots Groupshey gave us the hens and told us that we should keep them
forever We were to protect those hefifie way we would protect those hens, the same
way we were to protect the children in our areas. In ofdgrotect the hens, once they
have chicks, we were to prevent them from moving around too much, we were to feed
them and regularly clean the place where they sleep along with their chicks.

For protecting mobile children and children staying in Missérété, we were supposed to
put the same &irts used in protecting our hens and their chicks.

We started breeding the hens propdriythe same wayve take great care of children
who are moving aroundVe set up committees which attend to them, counsel and direct
them. When a child wants to leave Missérété to go to Nigeria, the committee is there to
take care of himAt the same time, we get in touch with the Coordination to seek advi
ce and information to give to the children who want to leave.

We have now set up follow up committees which protect mobile children in all cities in

Benin.Today we are liable to protect a child so that she/he does not travel around any
more. Before they travel, we have set up several follow up committees all over the
country

- Looking for a solution for a girl working in town

During a grand public awareness campaign which wganmed by th&WCY from
Kétou, theAssociation met a girl under the age of 16 who told them about her living and
working conditionsAfter hearing about the mobile children phenomenon, she went to
see theAssociation to talk about her living conditions.

She told theAssociation that she was coming from RBANCHOUPKA village and

that her aunt picked her up from her village telling her that her parents agreed she could
carry on with her studies in the city where her aunt lived. Once she reached, thieecity

was amazed to find out a fdifent situation. Her aunt entrusted her to an aladja (women
who are pretending to be marabouts (spiritual leaders) and fooling people by saying they
can manufacture money). She was supposed to help this aladja in the household and ir
her petty trade. She didn't have any choice and started working.
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But today she is threatened by the aladja and her children to the point that she went to
see her aunt to tell her about the situation, but her aunt turned herSiveaglid not

know what to doAfter listening to the girl, th&WCY and the girl went to see the
ATCHOUBI neighborhood chief to relate the ca¥¥ith the help of the neighborhood

chief, the aunt came to an agreement with the Afittr the meeting, thAWCY com

mittee and the delegate made an arrangement so that the girl could go back to her parent:
in the village. The committee and the delegate chose 3 people to accompany the girl to
her village in order to speak to her parents.

Her parents finally understood the situation and said: "even if we had to eat sand, we
would eat it with our children'The AWCY committee from Kétou recently visited the
family in the village where the girl had already started an apprenticeship as a hairdres
ser The girl's parents asked tAssociation to support them as often as possible and told
them they were ready to support t&/CY's activities in the villageThe AWCY from

Kétou passed on the information to the Coordination via the Corporate network.

- Creation of a protection phone network

4%
o

In Benin, all member cities of thWVCY use favourite numbers that are call
corporate. Each city got its corporate number througlAsiseciation. It is a
WCYs initiative. We went to see the phone operator Mobgdecom Network
(MTN) and gave them all our numbers then, MTN created a network for usg, for
which we pay monthlyThese numbers are used to direct children who move
from one city to anothetf a child wants to leave Kétou for Cotonou, the mem
bers from Kétou will call those in Cotonou to inform them and to give them the

child's phone numbebDeparture and destination cities are given to the child,|and

when he/she reaches his/her destination, the child will call the members |in the
city, through this phone numbéfiembers from the destination city will then call
members from the departure city to confirm the child's arrMatr a few days
in the city the hosts will inform members of the departure city about the liying
conditions of the child.

Mimi, Good evening.

| want to go with you to
see the dad of Codjo.
He wants to send him to

Nigeria
Ok, let's
go!
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B- BURKINA FASO

- Working like a slave in Libya, then back to his village to
start an Income GeneratingActivity (IGA)

Following a video projection orithe risks elated to exodus"The WCYs from
Koudougou met a 16 year old child coming from the SORAN villdges child was
travelling with his friends who were able to head for Cote d'lvoire. But, as he was
moneyless, he got stuck at the bus station. It was then tRMGNes listened to him and
took him to the Sociakction Department, which registered him in carpentry at a trai
ning centerFinally, he was entrusted to a tutor who belonged to his village.

One of his friends, a youth, told us he had gone to Libya via Senegal. He had been cur
sed by his dad. He was fighting with his friend about a bike and the latter told him that
if he was a bayhe should leave the country and come back with a bike. His father over
heard the dispute and told him to leave the village and come back with a bike. In
Senegal, he worked for &mab employerThe latterinstead of paying him, told him he
would arrange transport for him and give him clues to get to Libya.

Once they reached the Libyian bordas employer left him there by himself, as he did

n't have the proper documentation to enter Libya. So he stayed at the breler he
worked like a slave for afsrab traderHe wasn't paid but, he was simply expecting that
his employer would help him to get the appropriate documentation. He wasn't allowed
to go out or to talk to the clients. He stayed there for one year and one month.

He wanted to go home but couldn't, as he would always remember what his dad had told
him. He was able to cross the border with Ainab traderThe latter put him between
barrels and made him cross the bardeuring his journey he met people who told him
they were coming from Senegal but wanted to go back home, since Libya was too hard
a country for a black person to live.

He travelled over 250 km and found nomads riding camels waedfhim to pay 1,000
CFA per barrel of water for their camelghe amount of money he earned allowed him
to return home. He did not return home with a bike but he was able to start ar IGA
laying hens. The Association came across him when they were having a rally in his
village, before collecting data on mobilityie came to us and told us his whole story

Little by little he participated in our awareness activities and contributed to the creation
of the Grassroots Group in the SAABAllage. He is the general secretary of the
Grassroots Group. He sells his eggs in Ouagadougou and brings us information about
the group's activities regarding mobility this village, we scarcely find youth who have

not migrated. In order to strengthen his IGA, he askedskeciation for help\We met

with the authorities of thEouth and Employment Ministry who granted us funds to start
our IGAs.
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We gave credits of 50,000 &Fo the groups for them to start IGAs. His group was also
granted funds to strengthen their IGAlaying hens. He manages the IGA, sells eggs,
but everybody takes part in it (food for the hens, medicine). He gives 1,00@achk
month. His Grassroots Group helps youth who want to migrate by giving them useful
information and by talking about their mobility experiences.

His group is located in a zone where people are on the move all th&\encannot stop

them from moving around, but this group gives them advice about itineraries, dangers
on the road and how to avoid theirhe Coordination takes advantage of the annual
village celebration to visit them and to meet the members of the Grassroots Group.

- Listening and orientation activities in Mopti, along with
the WCYs from Mali

Our listening activities enable us directing the children to safe places where
we know for sure, their rights will be respected. Some children often travel
from Ouagadougou to Mali. Before a member or a non member child who is
familiar with theAssociation leaves, th&/CY's from Burkina Faso inform the
WCYs from Mopti in Mali and give him advice in case of problems. Once the
child reaches his destination, he goes to the police which cooperate with the
AWCY from Mopti. The police contact thé&/CYs, who immediately take car

of the child, in order to start the project he chose. If a problem occurs, the child
will be given assistance to go back to Ouagadougou. In order to proteet mobi
le children and youth, our cooperation WiiCY's coming from neighbouring
countries is very important to us.

- Looking for an aunt in Ouagadougou

We know that some young girls are leaving Banfora for Ouagadougou. One of
them, who worked for a lady in Banfora but wasn't paid, wanted to visit|her

aunt's in Ouagadougourhe WCYs gave her money for transport and got n
touch with theWCYs from Ouagadougou.

When she got to Ouagadougou, the girl was received By@¥s who hel
ped her find her aunt. She didn't know where her aunt was living. She just had
a vague idea of the address. She stayed WWhC¥ in Ouagadougou. For
several days thé/CYs helped her look for her aunt and they finally found her

She is now living with her aunt. She has got\We€Ys phone number who
phone her aunt regularly to find out about her living conditiohe WCYs

advised her to call Banfora regularly to avoid cutting ties with her original
family. She is doing it and th&/CYs make sure she gets in touch with her
family regularly
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C- CAMEROON

- Listening to a child working in a plantation

As we were passing by a cocoa tree on the road to SAA, we met a/dhitdought he

was going to work, but we realized he had a bag but no mattetealled him and

found out where he came from and where he was going. He told us that he had fled from
his home because his uncle was mistreating him.

We took him to &VCY's home and in the meantime, we got in touch with his uncle and
negotiated his returie went to see the child's uncle, and he told us he was mistreating
the child, because, he himself, had no children and had to do all the household chores.
The uncle told us, that if a woman lived in the house, the housework for the child would
be limited.

We told the uncle, that we met a child on the road and he had shown us hisTheuse.
uncle said he was worried and wanted to talk to the police. He said he was omé¢he ver
of trying to find him out"And now hee you ae, | will repott you to the police"We

told him that we met the child on the road and he told us that you were mistreating him.
We talked to the uncle about our Movement, about the activities we were carrying out
towards children living in difcult situations. His uncle stopped worrying and showed
understanding.

We went tovaoundé to get the child and took him back to his family in SEa#s child

finally returned home doing lighter work. He is taking part in our activities and has joi
ned theAssociation. Now his uncle acts as a counselor for a Grassroots Group and the
WCYs ask him for advice whenever they carry out activities. Sometimes, on Sundays,
he joins in our meetings.

- Protecting children working at the bus station

At the bus station, oMVCYs carry out activities with mobile childrewe get in
touch with them, speak to them to find out about their destinalidmssk them
for a contact person in clggr of their arrival.

When we are given the phone number of the contact person, we call him{her to
let him/her know about the child's arrival, with the name of the bus station, the
driver's name, as well as the vehicle's number pldten we ask the driver to
take care of the child until his destinatide exchange our phone numbers with
the driver and we give him the contact person's phone number

We call the contact person to let him/her know about the car schedule, as well as
the driver's phone numbddpon arrival, we call him/her or he calls us, in orger
to make sure that the child is there safe and sound.
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D- COTE D' IVOIRE

- Listening to a waitress working in a maquis (small
restaurant)

During a public awareness campaign on child mobilitgWCYs of Bouaké met a girl

from N'guessankro. She told us that she used to work as a waitress in a maquis (small
restaurant) in Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso). Nobody noticed her when she left home.
She had a child who was not accepted by the fafliece she wasn't able to take care

of the child by herself, she used to fetch firewood in the bush, in order to sell it, but she
could barely make ends meet. One of her sisters started to take care of her child who got
sick and then died.

She was not able to bear the situation any more and relations with her family were get
ting bad, it did not work anymore. So she decided to leave home without telling anybo
dy. She lived in Burkina Faso for one ye80, her parents had given up hope of finding

her And then one day when she was wearing a festive local cloth (Easter uniform from
N'guessankro), a man asked her where she was from, as he was wearing the same loce
cloth and was coming from the same village.

He met the owner of the maquis, introduced himself as a family member of the girl and
then introduced his wife and children to the girl. Later on, he helped the girl to-be reu
nited with her family She returned to Cote d'lvoire where we met her during our public
awareness campaign.

After we listened to her starye asked her if she wanted to be idle. She said she wan
ted to learn a trad&Ve agreed with hebut we told her that we did not have the means
to get a training for hebut that we would get in touch with a centregéorization)
which could help her in that matté&uring the weekend, we heard a church annocunce
ment about enrolling children and youth in training activiti#s. got in contact with
the priest who was familiar with odssociationWe told him about the girl's situation.
He gave his approval and the girl was enrolled.

We went to the village to inform the girl. One week lagtre came to Bouaké to stay

with her sisterWe took her to the training center where she chose to be trained as a
seamstress. She has started her training. Now she feels at home and involved in her trai
ning. She does her training with a seamstress in theffl@adighborhood and is now

a member of thAWCY. She does tailoring in Bouaké, since there is no possibility to do

it in her village.That's why she left her village to go to the city to live with her sister to
whom theWCYs introduced themselves. Her sister has our phone numbers and we have
hers.We call each other regularlin order to encourage hdihe AWCY offered her a
pre-apprenticeship kit. She works in total security and her sister is in perfect harmony
with het
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E- GUINEA

- Spontaneous listening: "life experience of &VCY from
Kissidougou"

It was a Monday evening when | left the prefectural football stadium, that day | was very
happy because my football team had wafter a few minutes' walk, | arrived at the
central market, which is not far from my home and suddextilgbout 2 metres away
from me, | noticed a barefoot girl, about 14 years old. She was crying. So | went to her
and asked her who she was and why she was crying.

Once | got closel recognized her immediatel$he was one of the many girls who sold
coconuts all around the cityasked her what was wrong with h8he told me that she

had lost all the coconuts which were in her plate, during a fight. So the man who provi
ded her with the coconuts to sell, took her shoes away and as long as she did-not reim
burse him, she would not get her shoes back.

At this point, | told her | was W/CY and that we were members of Association that
protected children and helped them implement their rights. | took her with me to her
home. The next dayl went to see the man that | greeted politely and started talking to
him. | introduced myself by telling him | was a member of H&/CY from
Kissidougou. He said he knew oAssociation. | told him what the girl had said to me.
He told me it wasn't the first time the girl had done this.

| told him that keeping her shoes was not the right solution because there were things
more important than shoes. He said he understood and he was embarrassed by the wis
dom of my act, because as an adult he should have thought about it before | told him. |
recovered the girl's shoes and informed my other friends, so we could go as a group to
the girl's place to meet her tutdve went together to the girl's house and spoke to her
tutor who exploited her in this retail activity was her tutor who entrusted her to the
coconut sellerlf the girl sells coconuts for 5,000 £F3,000 CRA go to the man and
instead of giving the 2,000 @Heft to the girl, he gives them to the tuto in fact, the

girl earns nothing.

We suggested to the tutor to register the girl in a school or to enroll her at a training cour
se. She said she was poor and that is why she made the girlfiverk.we told her to

send the girl back to her parents in her village. She said she needed some time to think
it over. The next morning, we went to see her again and she accepted our proposition to
have her trained as a seamstress. She also told us she had 2 other girls she would like t
entrust to us for a hairdressing training, but she didn't have the money to buy the equip
ment for them.
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With our own contributions, we bought 3 outfits and 10 cola nuts that we gave to the
training workshops manageii@e girls got enrolled and they are attending their training
normally Two of them (including the girl that | had listened to) are attending the-activi
ties of theAssociation. Now their tutor is selling rice and we buy ours fromS3tex used

to welcome a lot of children from her villagéarough our contacts, she said that from
now on, she will not welcome girls from her village anymore, if she cannot put them up
decently

Through our listening sessions, we were able to make children, employers and parents
understand the necessity to stay in touch with our Grassroots Groups, as well as specia
lized centersWe also inform the children about their righister the listening sessions,

we find out that these children are better protected against mistreatiteotsgh our
listening sessions, we were able to help a lot of children to return to their cities-or villa
ges of origin, on their own request. Some children learn trades: mechanics, tailoring,
soap making, fabric dyeing, masonhairdressing, etc. Some others are interested in
literacy courses and we help them to get enrolled in courses which take place in hangars.

- Creation of children's groups in villages, open talks with
communities and cooperation with NGOs.

We are supporting the creation of children's groups in villages where mobility
really sticks out. In Koulé and Samoi, we created 2 children's groups which carry
out mobility prevention activities. During their Grassroots Groups meetings, the
WCYs share their experiences and inform and counsel each other about the risks
faced by children during migratiomhe number of mobile children is decreasjing

and the schooling rate is in real progress, especially amongst yound lo@ys.
keep busy through studying.

Through awareness/debates campaigns, in the Beindou and Bardou illages,
WCYs are facilitating talks and reflection between parents, authorities, traditio
nal chiefs and children. Consultation frameworks have been set up in these villa
ges. Meetings about child migration and prevention of that phenomenon are
regularly oganized.

In cooperation with some NGOs and local partners, we help making the return of
children, boys and girls easier in their respective areas where grassroots| groups
take care of them, reassure and help them to join literacy activities, vocational
training or develop Income Generatiagtivities.
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F- MALI

- Chat with the employer

The chat takes place betweeWEYs, the employer and the employ&&pod morning
auntie (a mother who employs chédr for domestic work), we @amembers of the
AWCY and some of our members amigrating girls, just like the one who is working

for you nowShe doesn't have enough time to attend our activities; so we decided to visit
her and to talk to her employer as well"

We asked the employer a few questions and to also grant us some time to talk to her
employee, who took advantage of that moment to talk about her protil@nproper

ly fed, but | am the only one working all day long. | do the layrdto the washing up,

| sweep the cotyard, | cook meals, not fgetting all the little erands | have toun,

whilst her daughters aralso thee but they don't help me at all”

In the beginning, during that activjtthe employer would not listen to u$:am sory
children, | don't know you. How darou get involved in other people'®iplems! Wu

are the ones who actually denounce employers or stir our employees up against us.
Please, leave me alone, my employee is,Hmrt she is vgrbusy'

We left the place, then, we came back latea group including a majority of girlgv/e
brought some documents along and talked about our activities. She started to be inter
ested in what we were saying. She said she was not properly informed about us and
about what our activitied'hen, she listened to us calmly and she understood what we
were saying. She let the girl to join us. She listened to us and got informed about the
WCYs activities. NowThis girl is working less and takes part into our activities. Her
auntie treats her better

- Radio programmes on child potection

Before each rally we ganize, we also use our radio programmes to inform the
public. During these programmes, we also send out messages on mobile ¢hildren
and youth protection issues.

To find solutions to problems experienced by children, we use a radio station
people listen to most, to send out our messages and statements, at leas} twice a
day

The employee's auntie that we met, said that she listened to our programmes and
statements which helped her a lot to understanédkeciation's activities. Her
employee who is taking part in our activities, also gives her detailed account.
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G- NIGER

- Childr en do not travel with marabouts anymoe

The marabouts (Muslim religious leaders) are used to moving around in town with their
pupils, turning them into beggars for their daily meals and some money to cover other
expenses. Some marabouts exaggerate and even try to get rich through these practice:
although they are given money for the food of their pupils by parents, in the first place.
But those marabouts do not give them that money and tell them to go begging for food.
Moreover these children fetch firewood early in the morning and late in the evening, in
order to learn the Koran in front of the fireplace.

In the Daygorou village, lived a marabout who came from Zarmag&welaVCYs

often used to go to Daygourou for our awareness campaigns on child mobility and chil
dren's rights issues in generdhe village chief's son, who is the president of the
Grassroots GroupVCY from Daygourou informed his father and other parehte

father asked the marabout to stay in the village instead of moving around with the chil
dren.The latter said he had to move around, since he did not have any food for himself
and the children.

The village chief said'OK, we will give you a field to plough so you can stdyé
agreed, so he was given a piece of lare koranic school pupils who came with the
marabout stayed with him and the village kids come to learn the Koran and then go back
home in the eveningThe koranic school pupils do not beg anymore and contribute in
cultivating the marabout's field. 15 Koranic school pupils are members of the Grassroots
Group and one of them participated in our Coordination's meeting in Makalondi.

We undertake awareness sessions orWWkeY's 12 rights with them and through our
activities, we dier them clothes for the Koranic school pupils and give them soap. From
time to time, the marabout pays a visit to his fajrlyt he comes back and does not
move around anymore like he used to.

With the help of th&WCY, awareness campaigns in villages, parents are now aware of
the problem and no longer entrust their children to a marabout they don;t dntaw
unstable marabouts (who move around too much).

From time to time, th&VCY's pay a visit to the marabout, in order to meet the children.
This is a new and very important approach, because according to the tradition, when a
child "was given'"to a marabout, nobody called on him anymore; it was like the child
was abandoned... In other villages, marabouts are asked to stay in one place and to teac
the children the Koran, in return he is alloted a field to cultivate.
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- The WCY Association membership card: moe security
for mobile children and youth

TheWCYs from Niger membership card is very important during travel for-child
ren who possess ithis card which is provided by the Coordination has been appro
ved by the authorities, especially the police who, in that acgnowledge the chi
d's registration to a network which takes care of children's sedtait yearthe
Coordination hands out 50 cards to eA6BY in the village, who also uses it as|an

IGA, since the cards are sold to new members and the money goes into the
Association's funds. Froiffillabery to Zindeyif you have thWCYN (Association
of Working Children androuth from Niger) membership card, your traveling is
easier even if you don't have a National Identity carde AWCYN membership
card allows you to travel from one city to another without too much hassle.

If a youth wants to get a National Identity Card in Dosso, where an agreement has
been reached with the policdioér, and if he has thafWCYN membership card,
he only needs to go to the police station, leave his membership card and pay the
appropriate amount to have it delivered. If he doesn't hav®M&YN members
hip card, he is compelled to produce his birth certificate. For mobile children, who
do not have aAWCY membership card, since they cannot get a National Identity
Card eitherwe advise parents to entrust them to the "touts" who are working on
buses which are parked in bus statidimsentrust them to the driver is rislgmce
they are liable to fget. But if the child is entrusted to theuts" and the latter i$
given some moneyhe child will sure get to his destination.

- Creating Grassioots Groups in villages

We got in touch with youth from Makalondi, this is where the border post between Niger
and Burkina Faso is locatediith those youth, we ganize exchange meetings by visi
ting them regularlyin the beginning, we were welcomed by a group of 4 to 6 people.
During those visits, we usually talk about #&sociation, the history of our 12 rights,
the reasons why we identified them, the way we agarozed in Niameyas well as the
activities we carry out regarding our rights.

Little by little, after 2 to 4 calls, they started to be interested and to show a willingness
of organizing themselves. So we gave each other goals and a meeting/lawited

them to participate in our training sessions and other actiwiigls.them we carry out
awareness campaigns about childficking and early exodus issues all over the city of
Makalondi and in other nearby areas.

They created 6 Grassroots Groups in which they contribute finangiadly also set up

an ofice which coordinates the group at the grassroots agahizes regular meetings.
They also develop solidarity and mutual help activities for the inhabitants of the village.
During one meeting with them, we exchanged opinions dllo@tright to stay in the
village, not to leave'We told them that we have the right to stay in our area, in order to
undertake our activities in a safe environment.
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We mentioned the reasons and consequences of migration and proofed the existence o
phenomena like exploitation, violence, child ficking and early migration. In return,

they told us that, for the moment, most of the youth in the city are leaving for neighbou
ring countries like Benirnfogo and Cote d'lvoire.

They said they understood what we were talking about and that they would stay in their
village.They even gave us true testimonies which some of them went thiidheghalso

told us they completely agreed, that they were thinking about looking for actions by
themselves and reflection will be carried out during meetihs is how an action-
research process started in the Grassroots-Groups with the inclusion of elders from villa
ges. During the meeting of tM¥CY network on the'fight against child trafficking,'

which was held in Niameyve paid a visit to one of the Grassroots Groups AWEY

from Makalondi, in the Oufouanou village. Oufouanou is a village where children and
youth under 18 years of age, usually leave after the harvest. But thanks to our contacts,
they created a Grassroots Group and are holding regular meetings with adults who advi
se them.

At the end of their reflection about the questiarimat can we do whilst staying in our
village?", they decided to take advantage of the weekly markets that rotate in the area
and the high demand of vegetables and fruit in this dry region (Sahel zone) to take up to
gardening as an IG#or the group. Income from this activity is shared amongst the
members but also replenishes YWEY's funds. In return, these funds contribute to- sup
porting public activities in the village. For example, the well which is next tdiG¥s

garden and which is used by all village people has been repaired. During talks we had
with visitors who attended the meeting, these children and youth from the Oufouanou
village told us that, that same yeapbody left their village for another countAs a

matter of fact, we met a lot of children and youth there, although they did not we were
coming. Replying to our questions, téCYs told us, that since they started meeting
and decided to take up to gardening around the village well, they also sell firewood and
do livestock farmingTheir contributions of 100 G¥per month are collected for their
solidarity funds. It was then that we understood that they were developping individual
IGAs, but gardening and selling of firewood are undertaken by the children and youth
collectively and they are ganizing themselves, in order to manage them.

During the activities carried out by tA®VCY in the surrounding villages and neighbor
hoods, visitors who talked to tNéCY's from the city of Makalondi, noted a significant
presence of children and youth as potential candidates for migraherinvolvement

of indigenous youth in activities like mud brick making proves that they are staying with
their own familiesThis activity is no longer developed by youth coming from neighbo
ring countries onlyMoreover children working in the éfseason fruit and vegetables
market, confirm the youth contribution to the selffisigncy of their zone, through
child education and the implementation of economic activissfound out that they

no longer leave their area like befoféeir wish is to learn trades and to set up literacy
centres to strengthen their initiatives.
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H- SENEGAL

- Mobile girl flees forced marriage

A young girl named\by was forced into marriage by her father who did not live with
her motherAs the girl did not agree, she left the village for the. c#tlye found work
there, but her aunt who took her in, made her work day and night. Our field worker lives
in the same village as the giflhe neighbors who saw the bad conditions the girl was
in, informed our field workerThey also talked to the police, who rescued the girl and
entrusted her to our field workewho brough#by to our headquarters. He explained
her case to udVe had a talk wittAby and decided to integrate her in our activities.
Every morning she comes to the cenparticipates in games, attends our literacy -cour
ses and goes back home to her aunt.

We found a job for her in a lady's house, with good working conditions. She worked as
a housemaid, finished work at 4.00PM and would attend our activities until 6.00PM and
then she would go back to sleep at her aunt's. But her family tried their best to prevent
her from attending our activities. She has stopped coming W@¥¥s center and her
family made her leave the lady she was working &re wanted to commit suicide.
When we learned about her suicide attempt, we intervened and brought her back to the
AWCY headquarters and back again to the lady's house.

During our celebration on June 16th (African Child Day), we took a bus to go to the city
of Diourbel. The tout (apprentice) of the bus driver recognizbg, who was seated at

the rear of the bus. He said he lived in the same villagdwsand knew her mum who
worked at the Sandaga market in Dakéowever Aby never saw her mum since she

was told that her mum had died during her bifithe tout promised us that, once in
Dakar he would search for her and let us kndwe tout of the bus already had our
phone numbers, as we used to be transported by his bus when we had rallies. Back to
Dakar he told us he had fourkby's mum.At that moment, we asked the good lady
(Aby's employer) who was about to travel to Dakar to do her best téliiyid mum.

Once foundAby's mother gave us her phone numitieough the tout and the ladi/e
called her and she talked to her daugfiteey both started crying, because they never
knew of each other's existence. None of them knew that the other one waAftdive.
the phone call, on a Saturddner mother came to Fatick and we introduced her to her
daughterBut instead of taking her with heshe entrusted her to one of her relatives and
got back to DakaButAby was also being mistreated by the host familyy time we
called her mothershe would promise to come, but would not doWWe.insisted, and
when she heard aboAby's problems, her mother finally came and took her back to
Dakar

We keep calling her mother in Dakar to ask al#dwt's situation. She says she is well
and works in her restaurant. Our goal is to put her in contact witAWHeY from
Dakar in order to better follow her up and keep in touch with her
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- Talibés, youngerbrothers of WCY

It all started within the Grassroots Group from Keur Mbaye Fall, in the Mbao
Community where theNCYs, after talking to the population, wanted to set an act of
solidarity TheWCY's had the idea of saving up, every time an education or trainirg acti
vity took place.This money will allow them to buy cleaning products for identified
Koranic school pupils who are living in the ar8dere are two Koranic schools
(Daaras) in Grand Mbao. Some ten children (from 7 to 12 years of age) who come from
rural areas are living and studying there in very precarious conditions.

The WCYs from Grand Mbao (a group of girls) joined them in order to find a lasting
action since cleaning products run out quicKliteir reflections led to identifying a
Koranic school pupils patronage system carried out byMG&'s. This system was set

up during a day dedicated to Koranic school pupils as part of a "Child's week in the
Mbao community”, co-agranized by thaVCYs and the municipal authorities of the
above mentioned communityDuring that dayeachWCY and field worker made a
donation: clothes, soap and bleathe girls also aranized collections of these products

in their neighborhood and in the marKghe result of these activities allowed carrying
out cleaning and supporting sessions in the two Daaras (Koranic schools) witin the zone:
sweeping, laundryand the planting of trees with the support of a football school in the
area, representatives of Sports and Cul#ysabciations and municipal authorities.

At the end of the sessiong/CYs and Koranic school pupils met in one of the Daaras

to share a meal (thanks to the municipal authorities for collecting products and for their
financial support)Then a performance took plaéd.the end of the dayalks were car

ried out in order to identify the kind of system to be implemenitkd.aim is to support

the Koranic school pupils, in order to improve their living conditions in the Daaras and
to reduce time spent on beggifg.facilitate the repartition, all the names of WEYs

and the Koranic school pupils where written on pieces of papers then, they proceeded to
a random drawThis was a very emotional momeihe girls decided to "adopt" them.
EachWCY has now a little brotheswwvhom she visits regulatlhgerves meals (lunch or
dinner) and for whom she does his laundry and gives Hewntai.

Since that daythe Koranic school pupils and ti#éCYs from Mbao have become more
than brothers and sistefideir health has really improvedl WCY's family from Grand
Mbao paid the ophthalmologist fees for her Koranic school brdtherKoranic school
teachers have become less ridiley are happy to see their pupils supported and par
tially looked after by other children and it takes away some of their worhedVCY's

and the Koranic school pupils often play togetiénen there are invited to child acti
vities, they go togetheFor instance, they attended a drawing workshop on child parti
cipation which was granized by Plan at the British Council premises.

This experience was shared during the monthly meetings AYWIa. Grassroots Groups

like those from Diaga and Niacoulrab established relations with Koranic school pupils
who are living in their neighborhood3hen those relations started to spread to
Guédiawaye, thanks to the "Gnogal" project, as well as to other neighborhoods in the ele
ven cities (regions) of Senegal wh&#€Y's are living (Diourbel, Kolda,tS ouis, etc.).
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- TOGO

- Protection for the girls from Vogan

During a research about child and youth mobility itinerarie&/éstAfrica, we noticed

that Vogan, an area which is close to Lome, has a very high mobility rate. Girls and
adults are those who usually leave their village for Lomé, where they are working as
porters in the grand market of LonTédey are exposed to risks, like illnesses and heavy
work, but they do not have any choice. So, we startetpootective meases"between

the cities of Lomé andogan.

Following a study on mobility itineraries in order to find solutions to tackle this pheno
menon, thAWCY from Togo set up a surveillance and listening committee in favour of
those porters at the grand market and another one in the &iggah, in cooperation
with Terre des Hommegdhis committee involves th&/CYs and the local authorities
who are in chaye of following those workers frovogan, in order to listen to them and
to give them advice on questions lik8hould | leave? How should | leave®Wivhom
should | leave? Whershould | go to (if it is possible) beédeaving ¥gan for Lomé?”

In the market, a Grassroots Group of porters was s&Veipisit them regularlyDuring

our visits, we also meet some other children who are not in the Grassroots Group but
who come from the same villagé/e usually discuss with them about their living and
working conditions in the markekhese children say that they often work for ladies who

do not pay them or just pay them very little. Some children have contracts with those
ladies to carry their luggage from one shop to anoiii those ladies, they agreed on
doing 3 return journeys for 1,000 EFOnce the work is finished, the ladies pay them
500 CHA instead of the 1,000 @Rhey had agreed upon in the beginnifigose ladies
usually promise to pay them the remaining sum ldtatr they never do.

After talking to the children, we met those ladies and told them abowétssociation.

We sensitized them on Children's Rights and asked them to respect the contracts they
signed up with the childrehe ladies listened to us and since then, they respect their
contracts with the children who come from villages. During each school hadidiane
children come to work in the market, in order to get money for their schodley.
money they earn at the market allows them to help their parents when they go back to
their villages. But it also helps them to care about their own n&gesre in touch with

those children who go back home. In some villages, there are Grassroots Groups, which
facilitate contacts between those who stayed in the city and those who got back to their
village.

The members of our listening committees respect what the childreti sagne child

ren want to get training in their villages, we talk about it to the village chiefs, as well as
to other partners. If a child wants to go to school, we will enrol him in a school. If a child
wants to leave his village, the committee will meet him and will give him advice and
then will pass on the information to thi¢CYs of the destination aredhe committee

will also talk to the bus drivers for them to lend a hand to the child.
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PROTECTION NETWORK OF THE WCY s IN WEST
AFRICA

In WestAfrica, there are 18,392WCYs. If we add their 265,326 supporters (sympathi
zers), we get a total of 383,718 children and youth who are available for listening and
protecting other children and youth and treating them as friends.

It is a very dense and omnipresent network including 1,973 grassroots groups, 218
Associations in 13 countries. One would find it hard to travel for 200 KiWelstAfrica
without meeting association oMWCYSs.

This network is in touch with other actors (authorities, communities, associations and
Non Governmental @anizations) with whom it interacts by sharing its contacts, its
"cases’ as well as its contributions.

In the first instance, Initiatives are taken, with no intention of leaving behind any (even
one) of these peoplétheir friends)”, when they are in trouble.

That is why the few examples of initiatives they are taking and which are outlined in this
document, should draw great attention. From\il&Y membership card, which allows
safer travel, to th&corporate”phone network in Benin, to the fiifent messages which

are brodcast through radio programmes... all these initiatives coming fromGHe,

go in the right direction and contribute to protecting children in all areas and at any time.

These are the bricks the
WCYs are bringing to the F——=—3
building of their collect :i
ve goal: protective mea pzz |

sures. In so doing, they
WCYs are automatically|,
part of the "protection
systems" Their contribu

tion must be acknowled
ged as such and vigoreus
ly encouraged, because

Is voluntary and massive.

Contact :
ejt@enda.sn

ISARK TRANRE
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In 2011, theWCYs protected11,999 mobile chH
dren in the eight (8) following countries: Benin,
Burkina Faso, Cote d'lvoire, Guinea, Mali,
Niger, Senegal and dgo.

The protected children are: beggars, apprentice
orphans, adopted children, cart pushers, child
ren in prison, stock farmers, car washers, hous
maids or boys, salesgirls, migrating girls, sho
shiners, Koranic school pupils, porters, waitres
ses working in maquis (small restirants), child
ren suffering family and social breakdown, streef
"girlfriends”, pupils, children displaced by
armed conflics, handicapped children, garde
ners etc.

It is a very dense and omnipresent network inclu
ding 1,973 grassroast groups, 218Associations
In 13 countries. One would find it hard to travel
for 200 Km in West Africa without meeting an
Association ofWCYs.
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