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HISTORY OF THE AMWCY, EARLY EXODUS AND CHILD
TRAFFICKING

At the time of its creation in July 1994, the Afit Movement of Working
Children (AMWCY) and Youth had identified among figelve fundamental
rights’, the "right to remain in the village (no exodust the request of child
domestic workers (of rural origin), who constitutdee largest part of the
Movement’'s founders.

Migration and Child Trafficking were not yet recoged as issues in West
Africa. Nevertheless, WCYs carried out many actiwith other children in

their home villages and cities and, during thatiqugr approximately 100
Associations (AWCY) were created.

Since January 2004, WCYs launched an "action piar8 countries of the
African Sub-Region. Today this action has been redéed to 8 countries:
Benin, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Mali and Nigeg well as Guinea
Conakry, Senegal and Togo.

During the same period WCYs, as regional actorsehimtegrated the
RWOGAT, a network of "regional organizations" whifihts against Child
Trafficking?.

This report presents the results of a researctydediand carried out by the
AMWCY from June to October 2007, in order to evéduand capitalize its
actions towards the fight against early exodus ehid trafficking in 5
original countries. This study is the fruit of a-gperation between the
AMWCY and its partners: Enda Tiers Monde, Save @mldren Sweden,
Plan, and UNICEF. This study is also a challengelaoify and systematize
the knowledge acquired throughout the years amkpiore the pertinence of
actions carried out by WCYs, based on "WCY's rabeeaof the reflections”,
as well as their own means".

The main objectives of the study are:
To better outline the various perceptions of therpmena
by the people concerned

1 See: http://leja.enda.sn/maejt_objectifs.htm, edght is the object of concrete
WCY’s actions, which are aimed not only to convagrh but also to implement
them.
2 The members are: ILO, MAEJT, Enda Tiers Monde, |@N&n, Save the Children,
Terre des Hommes, UNDC, and UNICEF.
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To develop a series of recommendations to imprdwee t
quality of the AMWCY's actions; and
To clarify the potential added-value of WCY's anto

| —METHODOLOGY

The methodology is based on a qualitative and @patiory approach,
associating hundreds of actors (mainly WCYs thewesg) in the collection
of information and their analysis, country by caynfollowed by a regional
workshop with the partners of the project. Thigraach was chosen in the
hope of gathering information to freely express ploénts of view of those
concerned, in their local language, and for thelyais of that information
according to the codes contained in their own laggu The collection of this
information was made through, roughly, 500 intemgeand stories, recorded
in local languages based upon a pattern defineidgltine launch meeting of
the project.

The information was re-transcribed in Frehch

A — Three phases of the research

Launch of a regional workshop from the™® the 1%' of
June 2007 in Cotonou, Benin in order to: 1) to iyeaxplain and
share the objectives and the organization of tlegept and 2) to
strengthen the capacities and to train the AWCY the
methodology of collecting information from childrerand
communities.

The collection of information in the field, the re-
transcription and translation of that informatidrotn the 28' of
June to the Fiof July 2007) and the participatory analysis aftth
information during a series of national workshofserti the &' of
August to the 18 of September 2007) in each of the five selected
countries.

The organization of a regional meeting assessirg th
experiences of WCYs by WCYs and their partners,tapddrafting
of the report, from the 15to the 18' of October 2007 in Bamako,
Mali.

® This initiative was inspired by an experience bé t‘Most Significant
Change — MSC” led in 2006, in collaboration wittaflin Burkina Faso,
Mali and Niger
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B — Collection of information and Supervision Plan

The plan included:

At the national level (1) focal points of nationteems of
collection.

Two facilitators (a socio-anthropologist and an ANW
coordinator) who went from one country to anotherimh the
national workshops.

One AMWCY assistant supported by the personnel of
ENDA in Dakar. Another female assistant, who waspresent in
the field, was in charge of the report follow-up.



C — Information collectors

It was determined that in each country, informatiayuld be collected from
five villages and five cities (chosen in a systamatanner for each national
team of collection) and by contacting the followinéprmation collectors:
WCYs themselves.
Other children, not WCYs, who lived or who are tigiin
the same situations.
Community (parents, bosses, traditional leadelgioas
leaders, transporters, etc.).
Partners of WCY, the authorities and other actol® w
work on the issues of early exodus and child trhifig.

Table 1: Composition of the information collectorsfrom whom the
information was collected and/or validated:

Collection Number of information collectors in Each| Total
Phase Country

Benin Burkina | Ivory Mali Niger

Faso Coast

Phase of collection of information in the field
Children 78 37 17 21 66 219
and youth
not WCYs
(girls  and
boys)
Children 76 20 13 11 10 130
and youth
WCY (girls
and boys)
Other 13 11 4 19 94 141
information
collectors
Sub-total 167 68 34 51 170 490
Participants | 26 21 21 21 26 115
at national
workshops
Global 193 89 55 72 196 605
Total




D — Places where information was collected

Benin :

Map of the African sub-region indicating
cities in which information was collected

Abomey - ville + 4 villages (Vag): Gnizinta, Zizounme,
Hlouinhouin and HoungouddZotonou : 3 districts in the city :
Sainte Rita, Fifadji et Gbogbanou
. Lac- 4 Vag : S6-Tchanhoué, Vekky, Ganvié and S6-Ava/
Zinvi é- 3 Vags : Zoungomey, Dokomey and Gbodjé-Nougo/

Cove ville + 2 Vag : Houéton and houéyihOuidah -
V|IIe + 3 Vag : Kpahou, Djonké and GbeérRdrto Novo - ville + 4
Vag : Wando, Sakété, Medédjonou and Atake



Collection of information in Benin

Burkina Faso :
Ouagadougou- ville + 4 Vag alentours : Zagtouli, Pabré,
Gampele and Bassinko
Gaoua: 4 Vags Koudougou: 4 Vags /Koupela: 4 Vags
/ Tougan: 4 Vags

National Workshop and definition of concepts in Bukina Faso
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Cote d’lvoire (lvory Coast):
Aboisso- 3 districts in the city (Qut) : Skroua, Commeete
Belle ville/ Bonoua- 3 Qut : Brounoukro, Koumassi et Bégénri + 1
Vag : Samo/Grand-Bassam 3 Qut : Congo, Oddos, Marché et
Pharé, 1Vag : Bassam
Korogo : 1 Qut/Bouaké: 1 Qut

National Workshop on Analysis and Information Collection in Ivory Coast

Mali :

Bamako : Qut Ouolofobougou +1 Vag périphérique: Same
Koulikoro - ville + 1 Vag : MaféyaMopti- ville + 1 Vag
: BankassSikas®- ville + 1 Vag : Heremakon@®&égou ~ville + 1
village : Sacoiba

Workshop in Mali
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Niger :
Konni- 2 districts/Dosso —ville + 2 Vag : Franday and
Koira-Zéno/ Gaya- 2 districts in the city + 1 Vag : Tarra/
Makalondi- 1 disctict + 1 Vag (Oufouanou)
Malbaza- 1 Vag /Maradi- 2 Vag

National Workshop in Niger: interviews with WCYs and parents in Makalondi

Note: number of places for information collecticaag well as number of
collectors of information for each country, wenybed the initial planning
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E — The Linguistic Approach

In the course of this research, the ethno-linguiagtiproach imposed itself as
a necessity in order to encompass, as objectivelpassible, the different
perceptions of the phenomena of early exodus aitd tcafficking®.

During the national workshops, in order to encoarpgople to speak about
the realities of their lives as they perceive thamd to encourage them to
express themselves openly, facilitators of thigaesh, asked the participants
to translate into their original languages the wgotiaht they use to describe
the concepts, “exodus — trafficking — exploitatieabuse” and to translate in
French the sense of those words. In total, 12Uagegs were useéon and
Mahi from Benin, Mooré and Dioula from Burkina FasoDioula and
Baoulé from Ivory CoastBamanan and Songhrafrom Mali, Djerma and
Haoussafrom Niger

During the workshop held in Bamako, Mali, some WGisn other African
countries, added their own languaggsussoufrom Guinea ConakryVolof
from Senegal anBwe from Togo.

F — Assessment
Did this WCY'’s research rise to the challenge?

Yes, in view of the quantity and the pertinencetaf information collected
and analyzed by a large number (141) of WCY andnpes. Yes, if we
consider, in spite of all the difficulties, the eamity of AWCY to get
organized for a totally new exercise and to gebugh. Yes towards the
WCYs formative process, as well as towards thematereflection involving

“friends™®.

The difficulties were uncountable and of severaleos:
The insufficient amount of time (5 months, whilevduld
have been a minimum) and inappropriate timing fraeason); the
modest means of WCY; information collectors’ irlitéistrust that

* Considering the recent media coverage about Afrinaration to Europe,
collectors of information have the tendency to egg®stile slogans about
exodus, omitting the socio-cultural and sub-regioealities of migrations by
children and youth (cultural acceptance, migratiera strategy of survival,
etc.

® Numerous alliances were established during tisisareh, which, with so
much “willingness”, supported the WCY in their etf®
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has been overcome, thanks to the interviewersépatialogue and
persuasion.

The technical problems (gathering and decipherirtigg;
difficulties for the children and youth with littler no schooling to
generate written documents.

The unexpected difficulties that WCY encountered in
explaining their actions and daily behaviors, whigd an impact —
the greatest impact, according to the consultant.

The fact that the WCY were the “interviewers”, atte
influence that could have had on their responses.

These difficulties were true learning experienced will help to reinforce
the future “research exercises” of the AMWCY.

In the presentation of their results, the editonese to privilege a large
number of the “true voices” of the people intervéglyan essential dimension
of research in order to have the reader becommaidily acquainted with

people’s stories, and to be able to judge for lghlf the importance of the
research.

13



Il —MAIN RESULTS

A. Concepts of exodus, trafficking, exploitation and buse
A.1 (Table 2) Display of terms or expressions ussdinguistic groups and
countries
Language Exodus Trafficking Exploitation Abuse
Haoussa Yawa-dendi | Suhurin Yara| Kontataw “to | Musgunawa
(Niger) “gone to look| “a person who| put a child in a| “beating a
for money” cheats and gets harsh  working| child, insulting
hold of | environment in| him or giving
children in an| which  he/she him/her
illegal way” does not eaf nothing to eat”
well, cannot
rest and is no
even paid.”
This child is
only  obeying
the orders.
Mooré Koamb vyiibu| Leebgo means Koamb Zim| Namsgo
(Burkina means” “using children| Ghumbu “mistreating
Faso) children who| as “sucking  the| children,
leave home in merchandise” | children’s making them
order to find| (Leebda blood” suffer”
a better| “skilled in Koamb-Zan-
existence and business” Winga
some money” “treating
children very
badly”
Dioula Tunga“to set| Demse-Djago | Tognoni  (B. | Toroni — is
(Burkina off for | “the selling of| Faso and C| composed of
Faso and adventure” children” Ivoire) two parts: Ni,
Ivory Coast) | M'beta A new word in| “intensive work | which means
N’yere Gnini| the Dioula of| without “soul” and
(Cl) “to go | Burkina Faso | compensation” | Toro: “to
searching for] Demse  Fere mistreat” in
themselves, | (Cl) “the Dioula  from
to set off for| selling of Ivory Coast.
adventure, tg children” Thus, it means
go looking| Demse “to make the
for a better| Tounouna -— soul suffer, to
existence and the word is old mistreat
for money” and means “dg children” in the
lost or stolen sense of
child” making them
suffer.
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Bamana Kaboo“to get | Demse Binkanni  Ika| Mineko Jukuyal
(Mali) out” Fere/Djago“to | “cutting off the | means “to
Boli “to run | sell children” head”, that is td make children
away” Gnankata — the say to refuse tg work very
Tama “to | word isused tq pay (all) the| hard, to do
walk, to | frighten salary to those every possible
travel” children by| who work for| wicked and bad
Tunga saying to them you. It also| things to them
“adventure” | “if you leave, | means to make (inhuman
Kabo Kata| you will find | a human| treatment)
Tungana “he | Gnankatd that | sacrifice” in
left to set off| is to say “the| order to obtain
for adventure,| consequences| money or an
exodus” and the| electoral result,
suffering” that| to take
one can| advantage of a
encounter child’s
when speaking ignorance
of exodus. It
also means “tg
be at the mercy
of everyone”
Djogna
“Slavery”
Songhrai Fatta — | Toroo “the | Kam  Boroga| Toroo means
(Mali) means “to se{ consequences | “making “being faced
off” for | and difficulties| children work| with
exodus encountered | || day long and| difficulties in
while i N1 refusing to pay, the city” (the
exodus™  the| it not all, part| fact that
f#;fe”ng and| of their salary” | anything can
) Kamaigameans| be done to the
mistreatment. the same ag child:
According  to Binkanni (in\ mistréatment
some people, it \ . ’
means column 4, line |n§ults and
“torturing and | 1, above) noise
destroying punching)
children’s
bodies”
Baoulé M’kd kundé| Bakamu Beg Bakamu Bakamu
(Cote Mi Wun | Té Ndémeans| Begnénéné ou Béouné
d’lvoire) means “to| “selling oulé Ndémeans| gnénéné oy
search for a children” “working hard | oulé Ndé
better life” without getting| means “being
any hit,
compensation” | experiencing
physical

mistreatment”
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Fon (Benin) | E Gosin| Me Sias Do| Medon Zan| Ya Donu Me
Gletoxome Togudo means| means ‘“treating means
Boyi T6 | “selling someone “mistreating
Hunukun Me | someone according to| someone”
means outside the| one’s  wishes,
“leaving the| country” regardless  of
village for the| (referring  to| any contract”
city” the slave trade
period)
Language Exodus Trafficking Exploitation Abuse
Mahi (Benin) | Ego yin| Mexi xomeans| Me zizan vony Ya doni me
adagame boyi “buying means “makingl means
to  hunnukun| someone” somebody “mistreating
me means work for | someone”
“leaving the nothing”
village for the
city”
Ewe (Togo) | Djodjo le ape| Devi si Tsa| Ame novi zazan Efu fiofio Ame
yi duta means| Tsa means| yakameto novi means
“leaving the| “children means “hitting  and
vilage  you | trade” “exploiting exploiting a
belong to and another human child”
go to a being
foreign
country in
order to find a
better
welfare”
Wolof Demna Taax Jay nit | Liggeey lo nit| Torokhal nit ki
(Senegal) means signifies kit e do ko fey means
“leaving the| “selling a|lu ko diar| “hitting,
village for the| person” means “making| insulting
city” someone work| someone”
Touki means| using her/his|
“leaving one’s skills  without
country  for paying her/
another” him”
Sousou Siga katadé Doumédi Doumédi Dimédi ma
(Guinea) gnama némgd khanifé gnama Rawolfe agnal soukhi  agna
means “trying| néma  means khira means *| khira ~ means
to earn one's “taking a child | making not taking care
L . . of a child
living out of her/his| children work properly”:
somewhere | home, then| in bad | punishments,
else” mistreat conditions” mistreatment,
her/him” hunger, lack of

rest...
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A2 — Explanation of the concept

In those 12 languages, there is a contrast betvi@eiliar concepts and
unknown terms:

“exodus: several terms are used, they express the idea of
going somewhere else to look for money/ a bettéstenxce to be
used once home. The destination could equally leewvifthin or
outside the country.

“mistreatment”. to explain it, several words are used.
They are known under several kinds of bad treatmedthumiliation
such as blows, injuries, privations, submissioalt@ommands, hard
work...

: “exploitation”: does not have a “literal” sense. To express
it, two elements are conjugated: “mistreatment” #mel fact of not
“paying or rewarding” the child’s efforfs.

“trafficking ”: we could not find a key word issuing from
those national languages to define it. The existarms are often
translated from the French (selling a child) in erdto raise
awareness. People mostly use terms referring teadtsequences,
when defining the word.

These results show that a large part of the testogdns) spread by the
actors dealing with the struggle against “Child flicking”, do not always
have the “full score” of perceptions of some of theget population vis-a-vis
these 4 basic concepts. Most of them have stroagligized “mobility”
despite the fact that it is “admitted” in the difat terms used, that it is
referred to, as quest for “a better life”. If warslate “selling of children”
into the notion of trafficking, people will not uadstand it. The notion of
“placement or fostering” is equally ignored, altlgbuit plays an important
role in the lives of the populations. Fostering bansuccessful or it can turn
into exploitation, or even into trafficking. Neveeless, it seems we are

® Note: During the regional workshop in Bamako, WEY felt the need to

explain theconcept of exploitatioms follows:“To make a child work for a

long time, hard and excessively. Refusal to payoalpart of the salary

agreed to. Not respecting the clauses of agreewrentiginal contract (type

or hardness of work and payment). Thus, to takeaatage at most of the
work of others (children) in order to make profitdot allowing to bloom

(WCY'’s rights)”.
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ignoring it, as it was not “within the frameworkTherefore, referring to the
Palermo Protocol does not exclude the fact thaaneegaking into account the
uses and customs of those with whom we are dealing.

Explanation of concepts in Niger
A3- WCYs and “early exodus”

The WCYs currently speak about the “struggle agadasly exodus”. But
the idea of “early” does not really correspond tdigh date, which very
often does not exist (officially) because of theklaf birth registrations.
They refer, firstly, to the notion of “early” withithe population.

In their practices, their manner of working, popiglas judge the

“immaturity or the maturity” of the child, accordjrio her/his physical force,
experience and position within the family (inclugiher/his ability to manage
things, as well as her/his financial contributiony, still, the capacity to
endure different situations (eventually the exodés)'premature” child is

“fit for learning” in a formal or Islamic school.

The “degree of preparation” for facing potentiaffidulties which the child
could encounter during the exodus and in the datsbim zones, is thus taken
into account.

18



Apart from this “maturity to face the risks”, the GN’s also take into

account the fact of being informed about what canelperienced, the
capacity to establish good contacts: to know whoroantact and what to do
when a problem turns up, the capacity of being ableegotiating “one’s

position”, of foreseeing possible risks, but al§deing creative, capable of
protecting one’s profits and of not remaining iseth

When faced with a "premature" child, the WCY’s wdls much as possible,
prioritize her/his registration at a school.
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B- Perception of exodus by children, youth and rekives

B1- The true lives of children and youth in theiafmily environment
* Children’s words

Child from Benin
“There are some parents who do not have the mearakie care of their
children and, in lieu of getting married to one waim they prefer to get
married to 3 or 4 and have many children. Therefahey find themselves
incapable of feeding their children and they sehdnt to the city. And if
someone proposes to be a foster parent to theitdrem, they will
immediately accept (...)"

. A youth from Burkina Faso

“(...) You know, my father had enrolled me in a s¢hd8ut, when | had my
CEP (first primary school certificate), he said thvee were too many kids in
the family going to school As his means were sc¢dreesaid he could only
afford to pay school fees for a few of us. The oésis should drop school
and get training in order to learn a trade. It'a to say, but when | left
school, my father never found me a job. In the niee, | went to

Ouagadougou, the capital, to look for a job (...)".

Girl in age to get married (Aboisso), 15 years oldfrom Ivory
Coast
“I was living with my parents, my younger brothevere attending school. |
asked my father to enroll me at school, he refusefd would say that a
woman'’s place is at home, not at school and thats$tould get married. So,
each time | spoke about school, he beat me. Onendga mother decided to
send me to another family for work. She coulddwbtherwise, because my
father would keep bothering me (...)".

Child from Mali
“What | have to say is that parents must reallyetadare of their children.
Money is the only reason that urges children tovéetheir villages and cities,
even if they meet all sorts of difficulties. Nowgslgparents of do not give a
damn about their children”.

Girls from Niger
“In Maradi, girls suffer a lot. They do not havene to play. Boys play
football, hide and seek (LANGA), traditional gamksany neighbourhood,
You will never see two girls playing a game togetldancing together,
clapping their hands, because they do not even tievéme”.

20



Workshop in Ivory Coast (tradition carriers)

“We are forced to be tradition carriers. But for ,utoday’s children, our
parents and us do not have the same kind of Ideif 8¢ do not want to
respect our traditions, we will be urged to setfoif exodus and some of u
will never come back”.

Workshop in Benin

“With regard to our environment, we are subjectedunfairness, as soon a
we are in conflict with adults. Even if they knew are telling the truth, it
cannot be said, in any case, there will not be arsfice, in order not to
humiliate the elderly. That is the way our cultgteuld be respected!”.

Workshop in Mali

“Working a lot and without any rest, we are alwaysrking in the fields
(agriculture), without any compensation, becauselfand other needs of th
family are already subsidized by the father. Nonetoic support to satisfy
one’s own needs. In addition, we do not benefinfrarvests”.

Summary

In their family environment, children and youth gaain about:

the lack of consideration and listening, preventthgm
from speaking, and break of dialogue with theirepds (especially
with the father).

an education which is too rigid, including corporal

punishment, insults, food hardships and bad trestmdke
punishments and bad methods of apprenticeship.

overloading and painful work at home: doing the kvof
both themselves and their parents’ as well

discrimination, unequal treatment, inequitable Bitarof
the harvested products and of the household tasksaklly
initiatives imposed by a stepmother).

the duty to be exclusively at the parents’ and

community’s disposal, lack of freedom and time tliemselves, the

obligation to do embarrassing things, generallyséhavhich adults
are reluctant to do.

the consequences of sanctions in case of erro
insubordination.

the marital tensions, separations, divorces andhdeaf
parents which profoundly affect their stability.
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Comments
Education & Cultural and Traditional Conceptions of the Child

The distribution of social roles, places the ctitdthe bottom of the social
scale, to the point that the child is consideredtlas “social junior”.
Patriarchy, as dominant social system, grants ¢of#éither the dominating
place in the family. He is the ultimate represaméabf the authority within
the family, and plays a leader's role. Whereasnibéher is subordinated to
the father; one of her roles is to make sure thatchildren obey and respect
their father.

A “well-educated” child is a child who puts himseif the service of his
parents and adheres to whatever decisions they .ntdéeassists her/his
parents, helps them with fieldwork and carriestbatsmall jobs necessary to
the maintenance of the house. But the consequesfcdgese obligations
leave little place for the realization of her/hirgonal aspirations of children
and the spare time necessary for her/his developraed blooming.
Moreover, she/he is sometimes very severely pudisitben making a
mistake or do not respond exactly to of her/hiepts’ expectations or other
people’s wishes.

Children’s and youth’s testimonies highlight thadition of a rigorous and
severe education which includes physical and pdggital violence. These
violent acts and mistreatments, of which some efittare victims, tend to
encourage departure and “exodus”. Their wish issimape from relationships
of submission and subordination established in dhmup to which they
belong. Children say they want freedom, but as tiveywithin their family,
they must limit themselves to the rules of lifeaddished within the family,
the group and the community.

These rules remain motionless and in many situatiandissatisfaction on
both sides is expressed (cf. section B4 perceptigrarents). If we can admit
the preservation of a hierarchy based on “age @'uand on diverse

“groups” (children, youth, women, men, elderly) miheir specific roles,

it seems evident that these articulations havevaive and that the same
condition of collective success (and of developmdigs in a dynamic

expression of each of the constituents and of laafuli complete dialogue
between them. A similar dialogue including childrand adolescents is
possible and even necessary for their bloomingtaadillage as well’

" In certain cases, this dialog develops positivehew children take the initiative,
testimonies show that some parents encourage ttfeiirC5)
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1) Hardness of the work and its little profitable daracter

Children say that their wish is to have the blegsi their parents (the
adults) and to avoid being cursed each time. Téésch for the blessing of
their parents appears as the daily challenge fmtto the detriment of their
financial concerns.

For example, youth living in villages, say that whbey turn 13, or 15 years
old, they are faced with several financial problemgh as “taking part into
their friends’ celebrations (parties, etc.), to ggss equipment which will
allow them to join their friends circle. But thewysthat all their time is
dedicated to family services, which families do talte their concerns into
account. They say that they scarcely benefit frbm financial outputs of
their services and sometimes, even some of theiradi®ns are considered as
pre- delinquency (dating girls, smoking cigarettiriiking alcohol, etc.).

Fathers, often think that they are not beholdetihéir children because they
are already taking care of their everyday needsd(fequipment, water, soap,
etc.). But children take theses services for gaa(fether’s duty).

Village children are no longer “isolated from thend”, because flows of
information get to them from the city (and beyonftom the world media)
and their wish is to be able to live normally likaybody else (be like the
others). This desire implies a certain degree @hsumption” difficult to
implement within a context where “money is lacking”

Role of the child at the bottom scale of society; &tdness of the work
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B2- In search of a “better life”
Children’s words

- Discussion group of WCY'’s from Niger

“Some children will say that they do not wish taysat home. Some others
will say that they have had enough of fieldworkmnsoof them say that the
city way of life is more pleasant than the villagéfe (...) Some of them were
sent to the cities by their parents”.

- A youth from Burkina Faso

“For me, poverty is the main problem, once thedfiehave been ploughed,
and after the crop has been harvested, we haveingpth do and the only
thing we have in mind, is to go downtown. (...)

What kind of situations do the children encountethieir original locations?

- Difficult situation, food problems...

- Lack of means, no activities;

- Lack of means, we would like to get things wétcford;

- Lack of means of parents, working with parent®dstough”.

- A girl from Ivory Coast

“We are Xenoufos (...) My brothers and I, we fledttlage because we had
to through that witchcraft practicse, food conditsowere bad, rural work all
through the day, and so on... But our eldest brothas forced to stay to
work instead; and to represent us in the village drder to ward off

witchcraft from the village people”.

- A 13 year-old child from Burkina Faso

“As | heard the other children say they went to Mdadara (city famous for
its fruit trade) and came back with a bicycle, thavhen | decided I'll do
exactly the same.

- Workshop in Mali — a female WCY

“For me, “better life” means getting consumptionaps you would never get
when staying in your village. Children living inlages also go downtown in

order to get good meals to eat. In their villagd®y always eat the same
kind of food, and that's not good. My living comalits are tough, but at least,

| earn 500 cfa a day, a sum that | would nevervgétin 3 months, if | stayed

home”.

- A Zinvié boy from Benin
“Last January/February, two children left their \dge, although their
parents never forced them. For them, they wereifiating children when
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going away, come back with a new way of behavird) dressing. Riding
their motorcycles, they can easily move from oreglo another. They do
not depend on their parents anymore. The othedudil get envious when
they come across them”.

- Discussion group of WCY'’s from Niger

“In the village now, in order to marry, the dowrhauld follow the trend

which is in progress in the cities. That is thesea why if one marries within
this year, this new trend has to be brought overthe village (clothes,

equipment, etc.). It is a sort of a competition shhencourages parents to
send their children to the city to work, in order be able to face these
expenses for the marriage. These children do noagge salary at the end of
the month. Their salary is shared between the tathers concerned”.

- A 14 year-old child from Mali

“Today, my situation has improved because | wa® abl purchase one ox
and some sheep. Have | stayed in my village, | dvduhave been able to get
this livestock. According to the Bamana from Maditting around doing
nothing, won't bring you wealth”.

- Workshop in Niger

“When you turn 17 years old, that's the age when lyable to get married,

if you are a native from the village. So when yeuir between 14 and 15,
you must leave your village to find work in orderget money and come
back. It is true indeed, parents subsidize thé firarriage, but if you do not
make the effort, yourself, to purchase 1 or 2 cxeleast, they will not help
you”.

- A child from Mali

“When | heard some of my friends say that it cotdke a full month to
unload a boat, | thought that they were fooling r8e, | left with all my
savings in order to eyewitness their story“.

- A WCY from Koudougou during a workshop in Burkina Faso

“In Burkina Faso, If you are born and grow up invdlage, you can’t prove
your manhood till you get to Ivory Coast. If yondpyou'll be made fun of,
from those who've already been there”.

- Workshop in Ivory Coast

“School education is insufficient, even non-exigtein some places,
especially in rural areas where there’s a lack oéans. As for me, after
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attending primary school, | had to move to anothiy (15 kms from my

village) to carry on with my studies”.

- A child from Mali

“There are some children who go through a trainitgylearn a job. But
difficulties occur when they don’t meet the righsf. Otherwise, exodus is a
good thing if you meet the right boss to work With

Summary

In search of a “better life”

For children and youth, the perspective of exodusbées them
to:

escape the realities of their environment (socialtural,
political, economic, physical, etc.),

live in hopes of getting the financial support thia¢y
need to face the challenges of their time (the mse of a
motorcycle or a radio),

find subsidies for their projects (dowry for magéa
school stationeries),

be granted respect due to “the children who ledirt
villages in search of a better life in the city”,

gain experience and knowledge (they would not
while staying in their villages)
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Comments

A confusion surely exists between “voluntary exddtiwough children’s
will and “forced exodus” mainly through parents’liwiand very often,
through the intervention of a third person. Butsthéwo phenomena have in
reality very different and distinct origins and nesd even if they can both
result from a child’s exploitation situation. Resgibilities involved in
either case, are not the same.

There is a general tendency which tends to asgeméarly and voluntary
exodus to forced departures of which children dotimas. Traffickers and
parents are designated as the only ones respofisilitee exodus of children
and youth, and all the more of their exploitation.

But no one takes into account the children’s andtlys words, because if
one takes the time to talk to them and to listerth&ir real personal and
individual motivations, one will discover that pate and traffickers are not
always responsible for children's departures aadl ahdifference should be
made between the desire to leave and the obligaditeave one’s village.

The words the WCYs shared within the frameworkhi$ tesearch make us
understand that reality is more complicated thavipusly thought; and that
a great number of children and youth decided fentbelves, and even in
secret, to set off for exodus for several reasémdeed, it is difficult to
prevent children from leaving their village if suihtheir will. We came to
the conclusion that raising awareness towards fm@md children on the
risks of opportunities of which they are the objdon behalf of go-
betweens), is not enough. We have to understang #salong as no
alternative to exodus is proposed, children wigfen leaving their villages.

Although it is justifiable that people in charge ofiild welfare have a
"natural" tendency to think that adults are theyomhes responsible for the
misfortune of the children, it is necessary to nefianalyses, and "it is
necessary to have a good understanding, in ordectt@roperly” when it

comes to forced exodus and voluntary exodus. Palente to be conviced;.
and alternatives have to be found. Children andeadents’ role as actors of
exodus should be acknowledged. Therefore, theyldhmmugiven appropriate
means to look for and to find alternatives.
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B3- Children’s ordeal while in exodus
Children’s words

- A girl from Benin

“In Cotonou, | used to sell cakes and fresh watenf 7 am to 6pm. | would

return home exhausted, and there | would do theséloold chores,

sometimes | was sleepy. In the house where | lthedyoman would beat me
brutally. In my family, no one hits with a spatular pulls your ears. This

woman, who was my tutor, when she was angry, shiédwdo all those bad

things to me (things which were prohibited in myifg)”.

- A young girl from Benin

“I was placed in the house of a rich Muslim man wtas supposed to be my
boss. This man made me sell water, ice cream, fbiflsaal sweet drink).
That man also had a pepper mill which needed toab#évated. These
different activities were planned according to atam schedule. There was
a time for selling in the streets and another foe pepper mill, another for
apprenticeship in the the boss’s workshop. That had a problem: he
would beat me severely. Even for little mistakeswould tie me, beat me
and left me tied up until the next day. | had to away”.

- A boy from Burkina Faso

“I worked in Ouagadougou for someone for 8 monthkighout being paid.
Anytime | would ask him to give me my salary, halavoefuse. He did not
want to give me my money. | did not even have theeynfor the trip back
home. | was obligated to go out and sell water f6r francs cfa with a
rickshaw, in order to get money for the trip backrte”.

- A girl from Ivory coast

“Only the father liked me and each time he saw mgdve me some money.
| would refuse, but he would force me to take liisTnman was in love with
me. We went out on the sly until | became pregnathien | told him | was
pregnant, he denied it and got me out of his houskept in the streets and
then | decided to have an abortion. | took a medicind when | woke up |
was in a health centre, with my mother by my side”.

- A young 13 year-old girl from Mali

“I came from San, precisely from N. to work in B&mathe son of my boss
raped me. When | told my boss about it, she dicewen listen to me. Now |
am pregnant because of him. My boss didn't have laetyer idea than

kicking me out. | met an elder girl who already wnthe Association of
Working Children and Youth; some members of thedason and myself
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went to see my boss for her to pay my money. i &bthe authorities, her
son acknowledged that he was responsible for mynamecy. Thus, they were
forced to pay my consultation bills as well as mgdimines. My main
concern is: because | am only 13 years old, | migate a complicated
delivery”.

- Discussions with a group of WCY'’s from Niger

“Here is a problem: suppose that he is a new childo migrates. If you

leave and you don't even know where you're goingealeeping, it will be

very difficult for you,

1- There will not be a place for you where to sleep.

2- You will also have problems to find a place wheravash

3- There will not be any one to look after you when gre sick

You will find out, some children sleeping in theests, around the garbage,
these are problems that | eyewitnessed. If yowfdor exodus and you do
not have a destination, if you do not have someomeelcome you, you will
surely suffer. You might end up squatting a (caatien in which many

thieves operate”.

- A child from Niger in exile in Burkina Faso

“The person whom | worked for and | agreed on aasalof 125,000 F cfa
per year. (...) After | worked for him, he refusegptty me. So | summoned
him to the police station. When we got there, thiece told me that | was a
foreigner and that in Burkina Faso, foreigners dat summon natives to the
police. That's when they told me that | would meyet my money”.

- A workshop in Niger

“2 of my friends worked in a cotton field for a wagear without any salary.
One day, they asked their boss to be paid. Thedgreed, he gave them one
of his cows to sell in order to get cash to payntheThen, the boss gathered
the people of the village to let them know that biitris workers had stolen
one of his animals. People started chasing up thilelen. One was beaten
to death and the other one, luckily escaped (...)".

- A workshop in Benin

“I'm going to talk about things you already know.ak®nese people are
aware of it and even express disagreement. 5 yigladioty children from
Benin, are seated behind tables displaying goodssthften, their hair and
teeth are dirty. For example, you can see them wiB0 Fcfa doughnut in
hand, sleepy but yelling at the passers-by: “Comk Buy this comb, it costs
50F cfal”. In the meantime, the tutor (a woman)ssated in the back.
Sometimes, when passing by, | break down in tehesiwsee those children.
Some other times, | shout at the tutors in theadis “look at the child, he’s
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sleeping!”. Sometimes, the Gabonese television rdlaloroadcasts pictures
of those women from Benin. Some children eventdieally hurts and that
damages our country’s reputation”.
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Summary

In places where children set off for exodus, theythey are victims of:
Rights Violations
Migration is generally synonymic of aggression, dute of trust, lack o
assistance, blackmail, of arbitrary arrests, of jgirecariousness,
accommodation problems, sexual abuse, etc.. We h#&s@® numerous
testimonies of young migrants on the refusals tp alhor any of the agreed
salary, to respect the clauses of agreement anpnalry contract (fixing the
type, the duration and the payment correspondingpgowork in question)
Many accounts show that girls are victims of sexalmlse in migratory areas.
Isolation and intensification of their Vulnerability
Several children and youth testimonies highlightuations of loss o
citizenship and thus the lack of appeal to theisesvof protection, especially
when the child or the young migrant undergoes wnigable prejudices,
especially towards foreigners. The child is alorfeew problems occur, he
can only rely on his friends undergoing the sameditmns, or on some
people’s goodwill.

Note: If the child’s expectations regarding mongggational training, o
schooling are not met, he will also mention “treagfi and mistreatment.

“Leaving or staying in the village?”
Comments

“Leaving or staying in the village?” That is theagtion to which all children,
one day or another, will ask to themselves. Theyfaom then on, brought to
proceed to a comparative evaluation of the advastagf both these
decisions. The choice is always difficult for theams,far as:

They seldom have the means to compare, and thexsatoate fairly,
the situation that presents the best advantageswduich is the most
interesting for them (they only have little or dided information on
migration).

They tend to think that migration remains the mesbfitable
solution and offers the best prospects.

They generally have a very strong desire to exgidhemselves
from their original environment, a curiosity whichrries them to want to
discover things that they do not have at home \(iglen, information,
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electricity, access to culture, education, trainingout above all a great
need to exist and a thirst for social gratitude timaincial independence.

In their argument, children often séere | am mistreated, there also, but
at least | will earn something.

It means that the conditions of existence in trec@$ of migration, are not
taken into consideration, only the profits are. Sheconditions might be
worse than the ones in the village, but if prodite there, they will “manage
to deal with it” until the day when they get enowsglvings.

Furthermore, they estimate the suffering they gdlthrough in the exodus
zones and the profits they will make. Generallgytlsay to themselves that
in the village, they are mistreated by their owrrepés without being
respected, neither do they earn money, while inetk@dus zones they are
mistreated by someone else, but they earn allittiee money. HMere, in my
village, | am mistreated, somewhere else also, diuteast | will earn
something’ Their dream is to get the same advantages asithehildren, to
buy equipment and to save up.

Their desire to escape their fate, makes them baldé prevents them from
considering the harshness of situations they havembeen through. They
tend to over-estimate their capacities of endurammkto underestimate the
difficulties of their undertaking.“l know | will meet difficulties, but I am
able to overcome them (...) | know that | got mysalfly for it (...) If | go
back to my parents and tell them about my suffetingy will ask me to go
back, saying that everybody has already been throtltat experience
before” To stay in the village means giving up hope for hange in one’s
life, whereas departure can hold out hope that tttald will be able to start
a new life

But they are far from imagining that the isolatiand the solitude in which
migration places them, will make them sometimesemaiinerable than they
have ever been. If we admit thttat children will continue taking the
decision to leave, “how to reduce” this vulnerabilly, becomes the crucial
question.
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B4 Perceptions of exodus and child trafficking thugh
parents and communities

Children’s and adults’ words

- Discussion group from Benin

“Parents living in villages want their children tbloom. But they do not
have the means. They do not have the financiahsméa educate their
children to the full. That is why they will do #flat is within their power to
foster the child to someone else, living in hop the child will get money
(...). Parents are responsible, to a great extent,ti@ir children’s early

exodus. They believe that by sending their childeethe city, the latter will

send them money for food".

- A traditional Chief in Burkina Faso

“We do not get any support; and especially whendltseno rain, things are
difficult, so we cannot sit around watching ourusiion getting worse; if
children leave their villages for the city for workhis is mainly due to
poverty. (...) Some children do not want to stay bsedhey do not want to
plough the land, so they look for jobs in ordestovive”.

- A mother from Mali

“It's ok if children (girls) leave their villagesbecause if they don't go to
other places, they won't learn anything about [¥au see, myself, | worked
for 2 years in a house in Bamako.

To tell you the truth, I've never had any problenihe piece of advice | can
give to these children (girls) when they come todity, is to be careful about
boys. They should not steal and take their worlogsly”.

- A father from Mali

“I'am 60 years old. Children’ exodus is due to payédrought, lack of rain,
no food). This situation obviously urges all thédien to set off for exodus.
Generally speaking, when they get to the city, they faced with two
situations. It all depends on the people they niwd company can lead to
serious consequences, whereas good company cadva@tageous. This
stands for both boys and girls. Today’s exodusifferént from the pas,t
because of changes in our society, through the dfi€ustoms. A noticeable
difference, even at the parent’s level”.

- A father from Niger

“It is the parents themselves who urge childrergtoto the city to find by
themselves what it's like or to look for money. c&8ese they don’t have
money at home, their women make fun of them andrtheerous children
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as well. So fathers are obliged to send the boywhéeocity to look for the
money. When children come back home, parents gpyhaith the money
they earned, because they will spend it all”.

- A parent from Niger

“The advantage that they take of exodus, is thetge of returning home
with wealth. A wealth which can improve both clelds and parents’
standard of living. Then one can say “they reallgda it". In Sabongari,
some of them, once back home, even bought a care b them while in
exodus, can send amounts between 400,000 F cfa@ndoo0 F cfa to their
parents who do not earn more than 20,000 F cfat theans an increase of
the family income”.

- A man during discussion group in Niger

“The other day, | came across a situation that hg&roke my heart. In front
of a mosque, | met a child. After asking him himaand what he was doing
in this place, he told me that his father had foedehim to another person in
order to learn a trade in his workshop. That persmked him to beg and
bring money every morning, instead. It was the seashy he fled. Now this
child washes dishes for my neighbour. What realthyes me is, although he
is in a very difficult situation, he sends moneyit parents who must think,
he is doing well, without knowing the ordeal thidla is going through”.

- Discussions between parents and children in Benin

“One of my children fell ill and | wanted to fosteis elder brother to an aunt
(in order to get money). Somebody advised me nibt i otherwise | would
have done it to get money and to take care of okycsiild”.

- A happy father from Mali

“My son left the village and he sends me moneylamalve a good life. One
day, he advised me to marry a second wife, he aadyrto pay all the costs.
Ah!!'| told him no, that | could not marry a secowife, when himself didn’t
have any. It was at that time that | found him anao here in the village and
now he still lives with her there with their chiédr. If all the children who
left their village behaved like him, it would besgt”.

- Discussion group in Mali

“A father talks about the disadvantages of exodlis:don’t see any

advantage in the exodus of rural children, neitlrerearly exodus, nor in
non-early exodus, especially for boys. But outl®® boys leaving the
village, only 10 will return home with money, dlktrest (the 90 others) “will
leave the village just to imitate the 10 othershefe are two way of leaving
the village: some children set off for exodus affigéroreturn there. Some
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others who set off for exodus do not return anchdbearn anything there,
they can't neither satisfy their own needs nor smmeeelse’s”.

- A father from Burkina Faso

“Even if parents are not well off, they must keleitt children at home and
prevent them from leaving in order to avoid mistneant. Years ago, exodus
was not so bad, when the child left, he would retiirand blooming. But
nowadays, children suffer a lot more when theyaway from their parents’
house (...) To me, birth control is the solutiors #asier to take care of your
children when you don’t have too many of them. damit gain anything by
fostering your child to another person. Let us pffay more jobs in this
country, more financial means for the care of af@tdin the families”.

- A father in Benin

“I believe that it is good to stay in the country which you were born in
order to better master the various skills availabdetually, if you exercise a
job in your country, God will surely help you toveép successfully. There
are people who feel better when staying in thdiage with regard to those
who left. Often, those who left for Nigeria likghiing too much. They are
more involved in crime and narcotics smoking (idahg children). They do
not respect anything”.

- From Mali: “my son refused to pay the tax”

“I believe children do not leave their village todk for work or money, the
two main reasons are: the high standard of livingoig cities and vagrancy
of all sorts, especially sexual. Even if they wgkeen a billion of francs, they
would not stay in their village. Even if they arven a piece of land to
plough, in order to earn their living, they'll fldeefore harvesting. That's the
reason why | keep saying they leave for their ol@agure (...). One of my
sons who lives in Bamako came here last Sundayd him it was high time
he told his brothers that they had to pay the teb@sause people who work
in this village, they sell charcoal to buy food ahdt taxes had to be paid by
those working in the city. For ten years you ngyad any taxes, it high time
you and your brothers did so this year. His repsw'you tell the Prefect
we're all dead”. Because if we pay taxes, theyibiw we have money.”

- A mother from Mali (talking about young girls)

“Nowadays, everything is upside down. Anybody @am pig cities to work
at an early age (nhot being engaged to anyone),auittany intention to go
back to their village. If you happen to meet thanthie city, no use speaking
to them, they won't listen to you. They get pregmaxd when they give birth
to a baby, they will throw her/him away”.
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- Fathers in Mali

“The problem is that children leave without beinigdsed by their parents.
One fine day, you wake up and you realize that yaild has left her/his

village for the big city. How can they leave thearents without being

blessed, or at least, being given permission? Hawa child leave this way
and hope to earn something and be happy? In fattpb100 children who

leave, not many ask for blessings from their paehearly 95% of those
children, leave without telling their parents. Whehildren don’t respect

their parents and leave without telling them wheayt are up to, should they
be surprised if they suffer and finally return howi¢h empty hands. Many of
those migrants went through that experience”.

- National workshop in Benin

“Children are fostered to tutors to get money itura, to satisfy the needs of
the other children at home. The child acts likguarantee for the family. So,
each time a problem occurs, the family calls thertwho sends the monthly
child’s salary. That is why the child must obey/his tutor for the family’s
sake. But if the tutor does not send the monagnts will set off for the city
to put matters right. No matter the conditions ihietr children live in the
city, parents want their children to stay with theitors, because a child who
works in the city, gets a good reputation in hexAillage”.

- A boy from Benin explains to us the “true thoughtsof his father”

“My sister was selling water for a woman. She wosdehd 8000 F cfa to my
father, each month (...). Some mothers of our village usually go to the
market of “Dantokpa” said to my father that my sistvas being mistreated
by that woman and that she was walking barefodwdfather did not even
listen. Some Working Children and Youth (WCY’®dtrio negotiate with
him, so as to bring my sister back home. He sa@vehs the only one who
could send money to him and that he couldn't affaed pay for
apprenticeship for her”.
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Summary

To some parents, exodus is the “solution”, moretigatarly:

in overcoming their own poverty and bringing sonaopé for their
children’s future

in relieving their responsibilities and bringing pgplementary|
income for the family

But some problematic elements come out as well;

. discrepancy between children and parents with cegarthe
benefits of exodus

sometimes, exodus includes loss of respect
: exodus constitutes or becomes a problem when dsl¢a a
deadlock

Comments

- Exodus brings hope to parents for their childrerh(ough fostering)
Families often foster their children to someonerider to help them carry on
with their studies, to find a job or to be broughgt, when parents cannot
afford it. Their hope depends on the fact that rttahildren will take
advantage of the good conditions they are in foetéer future: go to school,
get a vocational training, get good education, bezoan important
businessman, or turn into an important marabouts{ifuleader), etc..

- Children’s departure (especially girls) is percetveas a “relief’, and
sometimes a source of income for the family

With regard to girls, parents mainly speak abouettigg rid of them”
because if they remain at home, they become aa éxtrden to the father,
because they cannot help him with fieldwork or grin income. In these
situations, whatever the conditions in which giile in the city, parents
prefer that they remain there. Furthermore, thécdit working conditions
experienced by children, are perceived as an “embér training.”

- When expectations are not met, parents will calit “Trickery or
treason”

As long as a child in exodus sends money to hepfuisnts, even if the child
is abused, there are not any problems. But if thi&l cdoes not send any
money to the family, parents will ask lots of qumss. Those issues
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correspond to trafficking criteria, they will sormees mention:
intermediation, transaction, journey and exploidetti

- Parents and children express disagreement ovesdas

...on mutual responsibilities and “respect”

Parents and children accuse each other of beipgmsible for the exodus of
children and youth.

According to childrenparents are responsible for their departures fitwen
village because they are exposed to hard and hazmiddbour without any
security measures, without any financial supporttfieir needs, and lack of
education, training, and consumption opportuniti€sirthermore, they
believe, that the way they are educated is toohharss/olving corporal
punishments, tough jobs and fostering. They compédiout the fact that
parents do not listen to them when they describar thainful living
conditions in the city.

According to parentghey reckon children and youth are lazy and instefad
staying home to help them, they run away to loakaf@ood life in the city.
For these parents, nowadays, children and youtre ltfzeir village through
own personal interest. According to them, mostefyouth (especially boys)
once they go to the city, they do not come bacthévillage any more and
they do not even think helping their parents eitfRarents are also worried
about their children’s change of behavior, esphcthkir lack of respect.

...on the profit shares (if any)

When parents regularly get money from their childie exodus, simply
means to them that “everything is going fine”. lane cases of child
fostering, money is directly sent to the childrepésents.

Bosses get something out of paying “profits” togrds or go-betweens (or
tutors). They pay nothing or very little to the Idnén who are fostered to
them through this tutorial deal.

But sometimes, children entrust their money torthesses or tutors (or go-
betweens), but at times, this money can be mishigeleir bosses or tutors.

As migration and work are especially perceived casaatageous to children,
few parents and communities who are aware of isicter children’s work
as exploitation, because there is not so much rdiffee from the duties
children are expected to carry out at home. Vakigjiven to children
according to the money they sent to the village.
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Parents’ opinions can diverge. Some of them tenf@vour their children’s
interests, while others will favour the global irgst of the family of which
they are responsible. In the latter case, the isgiwa those parents do not
really want to know about their children’s livingé&working conditions.

B5- Reflections on the causes and motivations leadito the exodus of
West African children and youth

Data collected within the framework of this reséaand mentioned by the
population, highlight several reasons, to explaamlye exodus and Child
Trafficking. Causes and motivations mentioned amejong others, as
follows:

Poverty/survival/desire of financial independence
Poverty is the major and omnipresent reason, becalisnits the economic
and professional opportunities of children and fiozaming from rural areas,
and urges those children, youth, or their familiesesort to all means in
order to increase their small income and improwr tliving conditions. So,
the first motivation for departures seems to bestrerch for resources due to
the bad crops, the lack of income (getting worseabse of the drought),
leading to the need and desire to leave the vilthgmugh a survival instinct,
but also a search for financial independence, aedshtisfaction of one’s
desires conveyed by information about the "mirdcle§ consumption
dispatched through a lot of different channels éegdly from children who
have set off for exodus, themselves).

If, once again, interviews show the role played garents in children’s
decision to leave their village, one can also oleséhat children accept this
solution through despair (having neither means.anguments to refuse).

In fact, the ancestral practice of “fostering”, dmmed with family’s
precariousness, encourages parents to avoid theéngal responsibilities
which they cannot face any more. Very often, tarththe intervention of a
go-between seems like an opportunity which is diffi to resist, and indeed
difficult “not to seize”. Moreover, numerous staialso prove that, in some
cases, children themselves decide to take theofidkaving, even without
informing their parents. In this case, the primetiwvation is a sort of a
survival instinct, combined with the desire of phasing consumer goods
they think they will never be able to buy whileystey at home (examples of
bicycles and clothes often crop up). As prooftaf intention of this, a youth
from Burkina Faso says‘n Burkina Faso, If you are born and grow up in a
village, you can’t prove your manhood till you getIvory Coast. If you
don't, you'll be made fun of, from those who'veealily been there”.
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Failures of society
Testimonies from children, youth and parents, slistability of couples,
gender inequality, and above all, the lack of do@ad educational
infrastructure in some villages (lack of higher eation classes, appropriate
school books, etc.).

- Cases of orphans (or children whose parents egarated), fostered to an
uncle or to an aunt, are frequent and mostly reisulituations of child
exploitation by those uncles or aunts and theiriffamwho use this orphan
or child as “house slaves”.

Several children had to or wanted to leave to beaefraining which they
could not get in their own village. Sometimes, éher no school at all. The
city becomes then, not only, the only place whereaohs of economic
success can come true, but also a place to adquokgledge and education

- Leaving for the city then, does not mean escapwaity, but it is a
thoughtful decision, a very clearly defined needfind the necessary means
to change the situation. It is the outcome of deotibn upon the various
ways to get out of that situation. In this casgyattire becomes a means, not
a goal.

- Children setting off for exodus to carry on witheir studies or to go
through training, are not trying to run away, batkuild something. This
often places them in a better perspective tharr tbelleagues, because
children determined to leave for a very precisgpse, seem to be in a more
conquering state of mind and feel less vulnerable.

- Unequal access to education (according the chgdhder) tends to penalize
young girls. Generally, a girl's education is na@tr lparents’ priority. Their
education is often sacrificed for the benefit of$0So young girls are sent to
the city to work as maids, in order to send mormetheir parents.

- The informal sector (or popular economy) is netagnized, it is just
“tolerated”. There's a lack of "minimal standard&) regulate it. This
facilitates the excessive and massive recruitménthddren, in particular,
because they are an easy prey and an ideal tanmgetiployers in search of
profits. In fact, children are considered as woskeaisy to control (because of
their young age) and liable to ruthless exploitafidue to their lack of appeal
and absence of tutors).

- Testimonies from some children and youth, shoat Hituations often start
through hatred between blood brothers, inheritapeeblems, family
disagreements, conflicts, quarrels, arguments, etc.
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Prestige/valorization and realization of one’'s selfno more

domination and subordination

- It is often about the search of respect, conaiiten and credibility on
matrimonial matters. For instance, in a polygamouwsriage, for status
reasons, for their marriage dowry, all the girlsldngings must come from
the city. While boys, feel that it will be easi@rfthem to get married after
setting off for exodus. According to children’s agduth's testimonies,
exodus allows them to seek for a better environnerive in and to get
more affection elsewhere, in order to get rid &f flimily’s heavy burden.

- A youth from Benin said:|*have never made any decision in my life. | only
do what I'm told to do. | need some freedom to thatw want to do” In
Burkina Faso, several testimonies also show childte not want to be
dominated and subordinated any more. Children gdepdignity, the desire
of being financially independent and to be ablpdssess a bicycle, a radio
cassette and also to value him/herself.

Ignorance of incurred risks, curiosity, city’'s atéction and
cultural environment urging children and youth to ark.
- It came out from several stories that sometinsb#dren and even parents
ignore the risks involved, not only during the joey, but also once they get
to their destination place. In fact, the surveyeaded that there are still some
ignorance regarding situations faced by childred wouth through exodus.
However, it is difficult to evaluate if this ignaree is intended or not. All
children know they will experience suffering, bufieav of them know what is
involved in it.

- In fact, this survey confirmed that children frooral areas have a need for
discovery and adventure. Many of those children twtanknow what the
outside world and big cities look like.

- Work is regarded as an integral part of life'pesience. Intellectual work
and formal education tend to be undervalued andpeogd to idleness and
laziness. Some children said they were forced t@ gip their hopes of
carrying out their studies, so as not to be blaimetheir relatives and by the
community.

Invisible borders between West African countries
Populations are already engaged in sub-regionagjiation, as recommended
by their leaders. Populations have always been areaf borders which are
barely controlled by local authorities. Aspects dan positive as well as
negative: the organisation of child trafficking bordering countries. As
child’s journey is often trans-national, it is d@iffilt to have an overall picture

43



on migration flows and confine them to a limitecaep. Sometimes, children
find themselves in places far away from the pléey tbelong to, so, they do
not always find the means to go back to their fgraild, in some ways, they
find themselves trapped into child exploitation, king them more
vulnerable.

This survey and several others show intricate realy
The explanations and clarifications given to thdiffierent factors, should not
minimize the intricate reality. Even if these casean be potentially
classified, in order to find out effective solutirwe should not treat child
trafficking and early exodus separately, becausg &mne intertwined. In other
words, the various factors facilitating the devehgmt of child trafficking
and early exodus, are by nature, interdependenttend to deteriorate
mutually. These various factors become entanglddraaract.

It also appears that in West Africa, strong linkstween migration and
trafficking have caused some confusion. At firéiijc trafficking gets mixed
up with very old traditions such as child migratemd placement (fostering).
Furthermore, trafficking often implies mutual consand encouragement of
parents and children themselves.

In spite of those specificities and the recurreotehild migration — which
amplitude seems to increase - the International r@onity responded to the
phenomenon in West Africa through the law and anatization of the
people involved, facilitating the return to theipumtry of children in
situations of exploitation or potential exploitatior his kind of action proved
to be effective in other contexts, in particularEastern Europe and in the
United Kingdom. On the other hand, doubts have bessed about its
relevance for West Africa.

Several studies have raised serious reservatiang #ie approaches adopted
so far:

- Sarah Castle and Aissa Diarra have been commididy Save the
Children USA to carry out a survey in a Malian agle identified as having a
high migration rate. Their survey concluded thatwal aspects linked to
child migration are underestimated, therefore,gt@posed solutions cannot
reduce the phenomenon. They rather contribute asang risks faced by the
children.

- Roger Botte’s report for UNICEF WCARO (not publéxl) is particularly
critical of the role of the surveillance committesegl questions the relevance
of focusing on child exploitation when they leaveit home, while this
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exploitation is not really different from the onteey experience within their
family home.

While the result (profit) can return to the samiais tdistinction remains
important during reflection on the actions (shated)e put.

- Another report (Terre des Hommes 2004) usesdimag “hard” trafficking
which implies kidnapping or deceit resulting fromfraud, while “soft”
trafficking is used when the child leaves his/heuse on his/her own
decision or his/her parents’ decision.

Even if the outcome is the same, this distinctaorucial when actions to put
in place are to be considered. This report alsessés the importance of
making the difference between children who migiaterder to seek for a
better future,(they should be supported in theajgmt), and those who are
taken away by a third person in order to be exptbibr abused. Those
distinctions are fundamental if we want to makeeghat the measures taken
against child trafficking will not have oppositestdts, worsening the
situation, instead of improving it.

Among the elements proposed by the authors, sorttesof think that:

- We forget about agent’s role of the children.They are considered as
shaped by society, rather than being actors witkheiety (Terre des
Hommes, 2005).

- Children make a reasonable decisionAnti-trafficking measures taken
recently have only increased the exploitation afdckn who migrate, by
turning each go-between (middleman) into a chilaffitker. (Castle and
Diarra, 2003.

- Migration is a very old and natural processwhich is more and more
regulated. Therefore, children become more vulderadwvards traffickers
and smugglers. (Anti-Slavery International, 2003).

- Trafficking is an important human rights issue. This issue needs more
appropriate interventions. (Terre des Hommes, 2004)

- Migration is a survival strategy and rite of passage for youth who want to
acquire a social status and to learn what theyatalearn at home. Most of
the actions undertaken so far were misdirected @Eodided few results.
These actions do not tackle the main problem, wiiclhe violation of
social, economic and cultural rights wherever they. (Botte's oral part of
his non-published report).
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From results of the survey and quoted elements talio&i collective
representations on child migration and traffickititgg question of ideological
postures recommending a settled way of life fotdceh and youth - which
are based on the postulate that children are alwatter off staying at home
- should be raised. In fact, starting from the pttat it is better for a child to
remain in his/her family, village or region of irtseems naive to us, (still a
child can be at risk by staying in his/her faméy)d condescending (romantic
vision of the village environment, as being “thetyglace” to be).

The lack of professional opportunities for educabeduneducated youth is
strongly linked to the debate over child traffiolinThis element also plays a
role in the recruitment of child soldiers. Obvigysthese two phenomena
give them the opportunity to earn money and geneaoc opportunities.

However, these questions point to much more impbrégonomic issues,
such as Africa’s access to Global Market and tcdh&l&Economy.

What we understand about a “child’s best interedtanges a lot, and
challenges us when we try to respect internatiocidteria regarding
children’s rights.

Then, in what is it logical to worry about a typesituation (the children of
the draft (milking)) where someone would be exgdit(run) and not to
worry the others who (which) would be him (it) asl\(the children stayed
in the village)?

This leads us to very different conceptions of eiption that have been
listed during this survey. It is evident that theperiences of exploitation

undergone by youth staying in their village areenfhot very different from

those experienced by trafficked children. Furtheenoaccording to

international definition of trafficking, each childho experiences trafficking
is also exploited. However, general perceptionsnfeome authors seem to
negate this fact. This brings out two questiorrst fif there’s a wish for steps
to be taken against child trafficking, we shoulddfia meaningful language
and messages towards the people concerned. Théeheris any logic in

tackling one situation (trafficked children), in iwh some of them are
exploited, and not tackling situations in whicheatichildren (those who stay
in their village) are also exploited?
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C- Description and assessment of activities led byhe
Association of Working Children and Youth

C1 Awareness campaigns and Information Group Acties
Children’s words

- A young girl, from Burkina Faso

“This has helped population of Pabré so much, becaasne people had
never watched those types of movies and theatmrebeflow, we are more
aware of this phenomenon. That is why we are askingto come back, and
show them again, so that those who couldn't attesnd also benefit from it
(...) This will help our parents to understand thdhiildren’s sufferings when
they set off for exodus in search of money.”

- Different steps of an awareness campaign in Mali

We went to see the Mayor of Sémon to have a taitkhirn. We said a lot of
things and in this way he mobilized the populatainthe village and we
delivered messages about early exodus in ordergwemt young children
from leaving their villages.

- Group discussion of WCY’s from Niger

If children leave for Benin or Burkina Faso, theill work in cotton fields
(same job they do in Niger). They are carrying awareness campaigns to
make people understand that is the same kind ofhjep are doing in Niger
(...) This has nothing to do with the fact of stayiimgyour country because
you will suffer anyway. In our actions, we giveoimfiation about difficulties
you will go through there (in the destination plagdf children are aware of
troubles they will encounter when leaving theidagk, they can prepare
themselves in order to face them. That's whereliamge of mentality starts.
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Summary

Awareness campaigns and Information Group Activiiaimed

at

- Bringing and dispatching as much as possible lofs
information about dangers and risks of early expthadficking

and abuses that affect children and youth;

- Raising awareness and commitment in order todoidtions;

- helping populations to react spontaneously aitti waution
towards some situations (suspicion);

- dispatching all information on the AWCYs' tranational

network which can offer protection and alternatite<hildren
in exodus (making them less vulnerable).

Comments

WCY’s major concern is to restore the truth on sheations experienced by
children and youth in exodus, by informing peofBecause, in most cases,
populations’ information about exodus, are systezaly based on stories
told by the children who migrated and came backhmugh those children’s
parents. However, these stories do not alwayscateflality and sometimes
even highlight positive aspects of exodus, onlyr Fstance, very often,
when people speak about exodus, they won't tellualibe sufferings
children have to go through in order to earn moneyabout their living
condtions. This “disinformation” tends to feed tt@lective imagination and
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hopes of children who have not experienced it yetwould like to give it a
try.

These information and awareness campaigns maimy ai informing
familiesand the whole group of children, as well as futaadidates on risks
likely to happen.

Therefore,in order to make populations understand the messawe to

adhere to the information and public awareness a&gnp, WCY'’s use local
languages, local resource persons and communicet@s adapted to local
realities (songs, sketches, public shows (with thaut P.A system), “door
to door” and “by word of mouth” communications, déds, radio/tv
programmes, games (question/answer), movies, ceatnigs, creation and
setting up of posters at the cities borders, testigs of exodus and
trafficking victims, etc.). WCY’s also take advagéaof their leisure and
sport activities (football matches), of thematidebeation days, of training
workshops, as well as meetings, to dispatch thessaige.

WCY’s also show patience and bravery dsveloping dynamic solutiorie
overcome problems. Those awareness campaignslsaresed to explain to
populations how to intervene, how to listen and gleowho should be
involved in order to prevent risks.

These awareness and information campaigns carried out in two
complementaryways, namely:planned awareness campaigns, permanent
ones, daily and close contact ones

Planned awarenesampaigns are generally carried out through radio
broadcasting, movies, debates, sketches, caragnslhese campaigns are
achieved through partners’ support or “AWCYs’ ownds”.

Permanent, daily and close contact awareness cgngaie carried out, both
daily and nightly, within grassroots groups, withirorking places, within
families, and among friends; they are not finaneg¢dall. Through these
campaigns, WCY'’s usually spread information evergwehthey are, by
stimulating people to act, inform and find solugon
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C2- Creation of grassroots groups
Children’s words

- WCY’s from Niger

“We met some youth from Makalondi which is loca&dhe checking point
border between Niger and Burkina Faso. In the beigig, we were
welcomed by a group of 4 or 6 people. Since theough our regular visits
to those youth, we organize exchange-meetingsxelenge ideas about the
Association, the history of “WCY’s twelve rightslipw we came to identify
them, the way we are organized in Niamey and thites that we are
carrying out regarding those rights.

Little by little, after 2 or 4 visits, they begam lbe interested and announced
their intention to organize themselves. Then, vaampéd some objectives and
a meeting schedule. We invited them to participeteour trainings
programmes and some other activities. With themow@nize awareness
campaign sessions about child trafficking and eaelyodus, all over
Makalondi city and surroundings.

They set up 6 grassroots groups which are run thhosubscriptions. They
put in place a board that coordinates each groum aegularly organizes
meetings. They also carry out solidarity and mutidl actions towards
village populations. During one of those meetingthwhem, we had a
discussion on the “right to remain in the villageo(exodus)”.

We told them that we had the right to remain in eilage in order to
exercise our activities in a safe environment. \Alkedd about causes and
consequences of exodus and real facts such asitaxiolo, abuse, trafficking
and early exodus. In fact, they told us, most & youth from the city
presently set off for exodus in neighbouring caestisuch as Benin, Togo
and Ivory Coast.

They told us that they will stay in the village athét they understood us.
They also told us stories experienced by someesf.tifhey said that they
completely agreed and that they would think abatiba researches to carry
out without us, and during their meetings, they Mickeep on thinking it
over. It was then, that an action research process started within the
grassroots groups, involving the eldest childrethef village.

After reflecting on the issue “what should once st&y in the village?”, it
was decided to take advantage of the revolving lyeakrkets in the area,
and from the strong demand for vegetables and sfrint this region
(characterized by a West African type of climateditow a market gardening
as a collective Income Generating Activity (IGAjcdme generated by this
activity is shared among the members of the grbupjt also contributes to
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WCYs funds. These funds are then turned into &iesiwf public utility in the
village, for instance, the well used by all the abliants and close to the
WCY'’s market garden, has been repaired by the WCY'’s

According to children and youth from Oufouanouhwitie support of adult
advisers, this year, in their village, not any dnén’s departure to other
countries, was recorded. Those children are nowdgamg around the
village’'s well, they sell dead wood and to do ealiteeding.

They created a solidarity collective savings futadwhich they contribute
100 F cfa a month. Those IGAs are individual, bartdgning and the selling
of dead wood, are collectively managed withinghaup. (...). They wish is
to set up training and literacy centres, in orderginforce their initiatives.

- A 16 year-old boy, from Porto Novo in Benin

“The reason why | joined the Association?: They taking care of me and
that's exactly what | was looking for. If | see hild with wounds on his
body, with uncombed hair, | talk to her/him, theke her/her to the AWCY,
so she/he can be taken care of. (...). When | joihedAWCY, | began to
learn a trade; and now, | feel much better than whevas staying at home.
Therefore, | invite other children living in themsa difficult situations | was
in, to join the Association, in order to enjoy theadvantages to the full.
Now, my rights are respected”.

- A girl who migrated from Ivory Coast

“My working place was hectic, because when | wastefieed to my female
tutor, | was so young. | was 13 years old then awdk was too arduous. |

would wake up at 4 am, wiping, sweeping up, wasltiegdishes, cleaning
the house and then go to clean another house (toy would receive my

salary for that extra job), wash the kids, takenthi® school, pick them up at
noon , and do the cooking.

In the evening, | would be home at 10 pm at thdéiesay but | would often

come back round midnight. (...) WCY’s opened my eyes,invited me to

join the Association. In the beginning | would rieke them seriously, |

would come to entertain myself, to make new frieadd then | understood
that what | was going through before, was mere @tqtion. They explained
to me in which circumstances they came to idenkifir 12 rights. The

Association is helping me to carry out with my gady attending evening
classes gradually. The Association is also teaching how to use

Internet...”
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Summary

The creation of grassroots groups is both up-streand
down-stream from exodus

- In villages: to keep children and youth where they live,
reinforce their organization, and encourage thernatwy out
initiatives in there.

- In cities: (neighbourhoods, working places such as markets,
car stations) to protect them against abuse, tp tiem find
relief and alternatives.

Comments

There are approximately 900 grassroots groupthin the AMWCY, three
quarters of which are based in West Africa. Mosthef time, those WCY’s
are already organized between them on the basieafame origin, the same
trade, or the same working or living place. Theg #re core and the first
interdependent aggregation federated by the Movemen

WCY'’s grassroots groups are made of children whoyaaut some activities
and helps solving problems identified by the grolipey constitute a social
space for youth who are organized in clubs compdasetheir peers, living
the same realities and sharing the same ambitiontake part in the
promotion of their rights.

These grassroots groups can be described as spaces:

- of information and education by peers/friends;

- where they share the same living conditions;

- of problems sharing and listening and mediatingfamilial and extra-
familial conflict resolution;

- of leisure activities, of expression of themsshand solidarity;

- where they claim rights and citizenship

These spaces are based on what already existsalngtaups, geographical
proximity). They join together energies and cresabdarities, and reinforce
children (making them less vulnerable).

Their creation in villages is based on the exchangetween WCY’s and
children and youth or “village youth”. This exchagomes after the first
contact during “awareness campaigns/informatioividies”, and through a
common interest to carry on.

8 Estimate from late year 2007
52



At a certain point of this exchange, they bringetich other “support”, but
also a “method” to better analyse and face thediratibn, trying to find

suitable solutions. Eventually, “village youth” cdacide to create a “WCY'’s
grassroots group” to adhere to the AMWCY'’s objeetiand dynamics. If a
child in the village decides to set off for exodtisey know that they can
count on the AWCY'’s grassroots groups wherever theyin order to avoid
isolation and migration consequences.

C3- Listening and Supporting Group Activities
Children’s words

- A migrant girl from Ivory Coast

“So then, one nigh,t my uncle (the fostering unsky that he was going to
go out with me. | did not accept and he hit mean away and | landed in a
place that I did not even know. In the morningft End | walked up to a
village called Aboisso. | meet a man on the road hexplained to him my
problem and he directed me to a centre called “WQ®@Xiere they take care
of all children. | then explained my problem torthand they took care of
me. | ate, | slept, | dressed and they took me haaky country where |
joined my family”.

- A child repatriated to Burkina

“But when policemen took us to the police statiahdawn, we were they
scared because they told us they were going to uUsll as we were
Burkinabes. A man took us to Niangoloko (bordeween Burkina Faso and
Ivory Coast), there, a woman came and took us lrern€oudougou (...).
WCY interviewed us individually in order to know oames, our surnames,
our origins. They discussed with us the reasonscdiar departure, and
informed us about early exodus and Child Traffigki©ne of the members
spent the whole night with us and the day afterywashed ourselves, we ate
and then, they entrusted us to a family. Three hwolatter, they came back to
enroll me in a training centre as a mechanic andnbam working there”.

- A migrant girl from Ivory Coast

“(...) The tonton was a WCY, | could not put the dawn, | said: “Tonton, |
need your help to put my pan down, | am tired. Elpéd me”. He asked me:
“for whom are you working?” We went together to sag boss (a woman)
and he said: “Madam, do not mistreat this childedh just a child and you
are mistreating her, it is not good”. She did namnwto understand. But after
that, he came back with other children and youtdiszuss and then my boss
accepted. That woman said: “this child is a goodrkeo; | will no longer
mistreat her.”
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- The situation of a migrant girl in Benin describeal by the WCY’s

“(...) We met a girl of 13 years old who was selldaughnuts; we asked her
why she was not at school at her age. She saichirafiather fostered her to
a friend who promised to help her to carry on witlr studies in Porto Novo.
The girl studied for one year, she took her CPEri{ifleat de Premieres
Etude$) and the man said to her that it was not worthetiér to carry on
with her studies and that she should accept becabsewas far from her
home. Then, he proposed to enrol her in a worksuoihat she could learn a
job. In the meantime, the children of the man kgghg to school. (...).
Sometime later, the man’s wife started cooking tauts and gave them to
the girl to sell. She carried out that activity faryears without any salary
and her parents don’t even know that she does méd gchool anymore. The
man is an Inspector of Primary Education (...) we tw@nmeet him. We
talked to him in a certain way, avoiding to telivhthe story this girl told us.
The man agreed with us that it was not normal fidm perspective, but it
was due to a lack of means. And he said that agithdid not have a salary,
they saved the money from the doughnuts so shd arh a trade and be
set up after her training. (...) Then, the man hadll with his wife and they
put in place a training workshop in their own holuse

- WCY'’s from Mali

“She was only paid for her first month of work. &nthen, her boss (a
woman) refused to pay the rest. | asked the githtaoduce me to her boss
so | could have a talk with her. The following dayjecided not to go to
work, | went to meet my elder brothers of the AVA@Y along with them as
well as MALI ENJEU, we paid a visit to her boss. Wed our best to

convince her to pay her maid, that woman refusdt's when we decided
to meet the Director of Women and Children Prommotior help. The

director called the women who agreed to pay somgtHirecovered the rest
of the money and | went to the girl's village toait to her. Then, | spoke
to her parents to tell them about more serious sdse

® Certificate of First Studies to access to secondehool
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Summary

Comments

Listening and support activities are of a moralgiglo and
economic nature.

- They are carried out in counseling centers, cbilth
meeting and working sites, during daily meetingsdoring
repatriation actions (in collaboration with the laurities in
charge).

- WCY's identify “friends” who have problems andlpéhem
in finding solutions.

- Some activities deal with “improving relations tlveen
WCY’s and their bosses; sometimes supporting WCi¥'s
achieving projects they choose (return to family,
apprenticeship, alternative economic activity).

Tens of thousands of listening actions have alrebegn carried out at
individual and collective levels in countries wh&#CY’s are committed.

Main steps of listening actions carried out by W€4te:
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a) Listening, counseling and orientatioridentification of
migrant children, approaching children where theg &éstreets,
markets, working places), setting of mutual trustformation
gathering on the lives and personal stories oflchil, development
of relationships, efforts for regular children’sléav-up ...

b) Tacking care of urgent cases (food, renting a raom)
economic aids depending on individual means (sbasinwhat we
have) or through common pots subsidized by cortidba of the
AWCYs' members, for family return or the orientatidowards
structures able to support training and apprertiipes

c) Protection and problem-solving:constant children’s
follow up, identification of children in difficultsituations, giving
assistance for administrative procedures (birthifates, etc.),
coordination/collaboration  (including awareness paigns),
activities along with public authorities.

But these actions are not carried out accordirgntéanmutable order, nor to
a strict planning. They are especially the dailisences of the WCY’s, in
places where they are and where they move. WCY&t ctaldren daily, and

some of them, through their behaviour and attitudeseven through their
physical appearance, seem to express distresdfioulties. It is especially

all the expression of WCY'’s availability and atient with a special care
towards those children, which is at the basis aifidence necessary to
listening. The idea is, that the other person shdod considered just like
yourself “a friend (girl or boy)”, even a “relatiVevho should get support and
whom you should share things together.

If some structures (“listening” centres, very basienetimes) have been set
up, it is especially for the global strategy ofrittng someone a hand”, which
has been developed and has brought results.

C4- Development of Partnerships
* Adults’ and WCY'’s words

- Discussion among transporters from Niger

“I came across the case of a child who was pickpdoy a person with a
non-identified vehicle. This person went througfew controls on the road
and then, he was forced to abandon the child. Thidd cwent to the
transporters who returned him to his family (...)
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We first listen to the child, we check his/her titgn where he/she comes
from and then we give to the driver a documentegigby the authorities to

take the child back home. Once the destinationtredcthe driver contacts
the transporters’ union from the destination plarethat they can follow-up.
After the child’s return, we do the follow-up withe union or with the

policemen in the destination place. We're doinghitbugh the experience
and the trainings that we have - that WCY sharat ws - and with our own

will (...)

Yes, as my friend was saying, the means we arg asime from the WCYs
(...). I do not know much about WCYs’ activitiesadw that WCY’s strongly

contributed to raise parents’ awareness about gfisnomenon, in order to
ensure the protection of their children in Malbdza.

- A police superintendent from Benin

“I am 46 years old. | am a police superintendenfarh married and | am

father of four children (...) On the field, WCYs a@ng a tremendous job,
even if their actions are still not very visiblealt levels. However, we hope
that in the future, these actions will be fruitful.

Yes | can say that WCY'’s are at the beginning artdeaend of the struggle,
as they can explain to their fathers which attittdeshow, and explain to
their brothers the way to behave, once they areasgd...”

- AWCY from Mali

There was a Koranic teacher Mossi that had a Igbudils and he mistreated
them from when they left in the morning until theturned at night. Upon
their return, as he had fixed an amount that eakhdcshould bring back
with him, if he did not come with this amount hath@u very badly. When |
noticed it, | told it to other members and togetlweg went to visit other
services (Mali Enjeu, the police, and the DRPFERow, after our
intervention, several went back to their homes ands really going
somewhat better now...."

Summary

WCY’s develop partnerships, they try to create dinland
collaborations with different actors in order to:

- facilitate communication and dispatch informatewerywhere;

- motivate one another to act and inform against$as];

- look for solutions together, put energies togetheevelop
synergies, mobilize resources (all contributions #ken onto
account)

- to enhance dialogue and solidarity between diffegenerations
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* Comments

If WCYs, on their own, take the initiative to carout the different actions
described above, by no means, do they claim td bedeginning and at the
end of everything. They make themselves known and create links,
collaborations and partnerships between variousrgctfrom children to
adults, from those at the grassroots level to thkaities: police, NGO’s and
daily operating care centres, traditional chief@nsporters, State relays
fighting against child trafficking, mothers’ orgaations, women, children
and youth, other State services, regional strustofecitizens and children,
consulates, etc..

Their belief is that “united we stand, divided wall'f and that all efforts
should be made in order to improve the situatioheréfore, they see
themselves like a cog in machine of the fight, withir own identity, means
and constraints.

C5- Skills acquired
Adults and children’s words

- A policeman from Benin

“l am a policeman (...) They hold meetings from wigiebd initiatives can
come out During their meetings, they talk aboutdrbin’s rights; children
should be educated and fed, when fostered to s@nd@dey also talk about
child abuse. And when they are discussing thesesss am proud of them.
When a child is not educated, he/she should themm lg trade. In fact, we do
not need uneducated children (idle children). lligappreciate the fact that
each of those children saves up 10 francs cfattiet will later use for their
Income Generating Activities. This allows me to ¢agt there is some
brotherly love existing between those children. Vyarents, should
encourage those children so that we can enhande éfferts through their
different activities. Our support will allow shyittren to become very skilful
and agitated children to maintain the course”.

-A traditional chief from Burkina Faso

“I am the traditional chief of Pabré Naba Guigmdé&idn), village of
Pabré(...)Yes, it is true, they even went to vikagmund to show films to
those who had difficulty moving. During their visit Pabré, they also
organized village fairs for their awareness campaig(...) When you are
illiterate, you do not have any knowledge and umk@mebody teaches you,
you won't know. Therefore, activities carried oyt ¢hildren really opened
our eyes to the problems; in any case it was aesscPeople appreciated
it.”
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- A co-president of Youth in a village from Mali

“I am the co-president of the Youth of Herémakoflb. know is that their
“caravan” came here and they gave us informatiorotigh animation and
discussions about early child exodus. Any wherdlyguin this village, you
will rarely hear about a child who has set off fexodus, because the
messages were properly dispatched. What | wardytdss that now, children
know what exodus is all about and it is the reastwy children no longer set
off for exodus. Therefore, if children do not ledhveir village, it means they
can have an occupation in there and children araanof it.

- A father in village from Benin

“Last time, they had a meeting which | attendedeyikaid that the child who
created the Association wanted to send money ty cart activities within

the Association. There are some children who aegnieg how to make
soap. Therefore, they are doing their best to teebhdren how to start
Income Generating Activities in order to stop eamyodus. | really

appreciated the way they handled the problem. Onéh@ reasons when
children meet we support them and also advise tliken they speak.”

- A girl from Niger

“I have been sensitized; that's why | sensitizeeoftfjirls. | am glad of what |
am doing because | feel useful when | help othds.gloday, | know now
how to live in society and within a family. (...) &&f, | did not know that
someone could take somebody else’s children tooiexplem. They really
opened up my eyes to my close environment.”

- A child from Benin

“Yes, in this Association, | changed my behavidiow | can dispatch better
information to my mates who are doing fieldwork.e Téssociation also
provides aids to children’s education.”

- AWCY from Burkina

“From what we heard from the village people themss| | believe that
today the number of children leaving their villaggs decreased. Many of the
children who used to leave and come back duringrdimy season, do not
leave anymore”. Grassroots groups and associatibage been created in
order to carry on with the work we started. Somé¢hefn got organised into
collective activities during the low season (afiee harvest). (...)Yes, if you
go around, you will notice a lot more stalls in thearket than before; it
therefore means that youth and children found oatiops in the village.
And | think that people will be aware of the prahleas time goes by.”
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Summary

Main assets with respect to communities are:

- Support and involvement with WCY'’s activities;

- Access to information and capacity building;

- Improvement of living conditions in some villagasd limitation of
child and youth exodus;

- Development of new forms of solidarity;

- Switch from the “victimized” status to the “actatatus.

Comments

Within communities: the analysis of both testimonies and concret®mst
on the field highlight some gains, such as the stppf WCY’s actions,
knowledge and information on exodus and Child Tckifig, and the
improvement of living conditions.

Adhesion of communities to the WCY’s activities
In spite of the gap between WCY'’s positions (praorobf individual rights,
the “right to remain in the village, to not migrgteaand local principles,
values and uses (promotion or reproduction of huquaities towards social
cohesion — resting on the elderly’s authority aodal traditions regarding
migration and fostering practices); and without tr@ing initial suspicions
(even “difficulties”), WCY’s actions allow the development of dialogue and
collaboration with communities.

Both, during the collection of information on thielfl and during national
workshops on participatory analysis of the datammwinities expressed
happiness about public awareness campaigns camietty the WCYs, as
well as the noticeable efficiency and the diverdifyissues which were
approached. Several people requested multiplicagiuh extension of these
campaigns to most remote areas, and continuaticawafeness campaigns
regarding themes such as forced marriages or pianesagainst HIV/AIDS.

Knowledge and information about child exodus and

trafficking by the communities
By meeting to discuss their problems, both WCY's eamtimunities provided
each other with the means to defend themselveadhra process of capacity
building which started through daily interactionsdascheduled trainings
(technical assistance groups, communication trg®ifiteracy courses), and
discussions, field activities and debates, duringraness campaigns.
In general, communities acknowleged:
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- getting access to information on real situati@xperienced by migrant
children and youth;

- acquiring attitudes of prudence, alarm and deiation;

- searching information on dubious situations (tgyito better understand
situations of  children who left for the city);

- reinforcing their capacities on how to intervehew to listen, and how to
identify the right people able to help reducindsis

Improvements for a more enjoyabile life in villages
Following the development of grassroots groups asldtionships with
children and youth in approximately 150 villagelsildren and youth carried
out various activities which changed living conalits in village
communities:
- Development of gardening, animal breeding, ctilec farming, and
transformation of local products, (through pareradvice, as awareness-
raisers). Those activities brought some moneyeoviltlage;
- Leisure/animation activities, sports tournametitgatre, and parties that
only “elders” would organize before;
- Literacy, education, trainings activities (metbtmyy to analyze their own
situations, problem-solving, and marketing);
- Adult/child dialogue - children expressing theiwes better, parents
listening to them and supporting them more (pateptasence during
grassroots group’s activities).
- Improvements in communication between childreth youth who remained
in the village and those who migrated (better dispiag of information);
- A larger opening: village members of grassroot®ugs have the
opportunity to move about, to have exchanges witierovillages and their
friends from AWCY’s in the cities (and in other ctries).

Those few improvements have made life in the vdlggsomewhat more
attractive and have reduced the desire to leave.

Children who decide to “travel” are more equipped anformed for their
trip; they will be less isolated because they haweatacts of the AWCYs in
their exodus areas.

Among children and youth

Emergence of new forms of solidarity
Because AWCYs create spaces where children andh yaut exchange ideas
and express themselves, their work contributes remte new forms of
community solidarity (solidarity of generations acmhditions). These forms
of community solidarity prevent children from remiaig anonymous and
isolated.
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In fact, it seems that the WCYs’ work allows theation of new social links
and overlaps links which already exist in the grolp a sense, WCY'’s
participate in the reinforcement of forms of solitaand social cohesion in
communities.

To give a new direction to his/her own life by shiing
from the role of victim to the role of an actor
Children’s and youth’s personal contributions akmiithem to:
- develop their critical and analytical awarendesget a turn for initiative
and management;
- learn collective governance practices;
- learn how to read and write;
- develop expression and communication skills
- develop all sorts of economic and social initie§ which turn them into
“actors” and urge them to progress.

C6- Main Difficulties

- Participants of the sub-regional workshop in Bam&o

“During the creation of a grassroots group in alage, first contacts with
the people are not easy, especially with regarth®“right to remain in the
village, no exodus”. In addition, parents, react annegative way towards
WCY'’s, simply because they think that WCY’s trprevent children from
setting off for exodus. Thus, for them, WCY’s ayairsst the development of
children and the village in general.”

“In some villages, parents complain about the ftwt they can no longer
punish their children because they know their riglitor them, they feel they
cannot educate their children anymore. Therefor&W¢ are perceived like
a danger to their children’s education.”

“On the other hand, in cities, some children’s Esand tutors complain
about WCY’s. They are preventing WCYs from appliagdheir apprentices
because they do not want their apprentices to b®lled in grassroots
groups, just to protect interests acquired on afeifd(working time; services
provided and economic gains).”

“There are laws which contradict solutions we am@posing, and there also
some limits to our responsibilities. For instanadten, late at night, WCY’s
get in contact with some of the victims. WCY addtbem to the daily care
centers and to the police stations which are closedannot receive people
during the night. Showing mercy, WCY'’s take carethefm without any
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official authorization. This can be a risk or a pptem, once the child goes to
the police”.

- Vice Mayor of Gaya in Niger

“Working children and youth activities should esiadlg be directed towards

public awareness campaigns through sketches, theatrd information in

order to sensitize parents. In 2006, public awassneampaigns took place
in the villages and districts of Gaya. Populatiaeslly enjoyed it, allowing

parents be aware and to better understand the itnaUnfortunately, there

were no follow-up activities and everything wentwdothe drain. 1 am

convinced that, even occasionally, if a follow-opk place, or an external
mission was sent to see what is going on, in otdehelp them out or

financially support them, you know, these actisitievould sustain.

Unfortunately, once a punctual activity is overerth is not follow-up. In that
case, one year afterwards, how can someone evalaatewhat is there to
evaluate?

- WCY'’s from Burkina Focal Point

“In order to convince those people, WCY’s carry oattions which
contribute to the good fortune of parents and bssskimanitarian actions
are carried out (to help the child to accomplisiska for his/her parents or
bosses, to plough their fathers’ fields, particgan or contribute to family
ceremonies, to hold revolving meetings in WCY'skgloops and homes, etc).
The idea is to make them understand that they mesgood friends of
children who can get some opportunities (for tra@i travels, getting
contacts, etc.).

In this way, they are trustful because they areaated by the potential
interests they may get through these children.tAdbtompetition settles in,
in order to maintain the relations with WCY’s whre aften requested or
invited to communitarian meals.

Some children and youth use these services foopalsctivities, and this
gives another image of the grassroots groups tepar and bosses. Some
children will take advantage of the situation tolilberately break their
supervisors’ rules.

To face the situation, WCY’s do not hesitate tganoize meetings with
parents and bosses (supervisors of these childemform them about the
negative attitudes of their children. In the presemf their children, WCY’s
ask them to apologize and to regain honest attgutieere’s neither shame
and nor taboo, as long as the child wishes to camyactivities with her/his
friends”.
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* Summary

Among various obstacles encountered by the WCéd ére typical),
major areas identified are:

- Some initial mistrust appeared: their activitigere mixed up with
those of “more generous” actors. Populations wepeeting “material
gains” from their intervention;

- Their legitimacy was sometimes disputed by cer@iithorities o
partners, bothered to see them “do a role playlit€iate children
wanting to educate us”);

- WCY’s did not always have the means or the comstdto follow-
up” their activities.

When faced by obstacles encountered in the impkatiem of their
activities, WCY’s have always tried to develop exmili’e problem-
solving dynamics, by closely associating their doutors to make
them feel “the difference” of their approach.

Comments

Difficulties related to public awareness campaigns
WCY confirmed that during public awareness campsigreople said: “you
are politicians”. Communities consider them as &gé&om wealthy NGOs,
and ask them to bring bread, rice and sandwictstsad of rights.

There’'s a gap between WCY’s position and other llquactices which
disappointed the communities who do not believéham and think (in the
first place) that WCY'’s are sent by the Governnamd they care about their
own interests instead of sharing resources (thowoglexistent) with them.

They are sometimes initially perceived as “policanoe spies”. In the same
way, WCY'’s pointed out that some traditional chisfsnetimes boycott their
public awareness campaigns, because there argnbererages and other
things (you cannot speak empty handed with a chief)

Moreover, one has to admit that collaboration amting did not work so
well in all the countries: some WCY’s had diffidel of being accepted by
bewildered actors disturbed by their presence, lapdhe fact they are
perceived (as WYC's) as encouraging “child work”.

64



Legality, legitimacy of the activities and credibiity of
the WCY’s words

Taking into account their role of “actors” (in tfight against early exodus
and Child Trafficking), their position as denourseof abuse and as
mediators between those who are affected, peoyite nesponsibilities and
those in charge of security, protection and justiB&CY’s are not always
appreciated by whole of the actors. They say tHegnchear remarks of the
kind: “Who are you to tell me that | should take carenof child?” “It is
your problem if | beat up my son?” “ You did noteevgo to school and you
want to tell me about children’s rights?” etc.
Furthermore, WCY by acting “informally and spontausly”, they can
easily be outlawed. For instance, if they temptyashare a room with a
child in exodus, or without a rooftop, they can lidlamed in the name of
“legality”.

Challenges and dynamics for solving problems

As far as we know, activities carried out by WCYigere based on their
experiences and usual tools (empiric approachidigeatory Action Research
—PAR)-) without being hindered, from the start,ebjtheoretic reflection” on

the communities’ approach and intervention prastiddost of them, simply
“plunged into work” facing many difficulties but thiout being discouraged.
Any time they would be in trouble, they would takout it, trying to find

solutions through problem-solving dynamics.

For instance, expression in foreign languages wHiult, so they had
translators in order to find the appropriate terms.

WCY'’s do not give up if children do not listen tbem, when they do not
obtain full confidence and collaboration of adultsjthorities and other
children and youth, etc.. They react by cleaning ngighbourhoods and
public squares and structures; by participatinfaimily ceremonies; trying to
resolve intra and extra family conflicts; collabiimg with adults and
authorities; carrying out solidarity and mutual-aictions for adults; helping
children, for free, to plough fields in order tongpensate the time they spend
participating in WCY'’s activities, etc. In this wayhey want to prove
everyone about their good will and serious involeain

Their asset is the fact that, because of theirasitun, they are usually
rejected, but they never give up because they hawWea strong “collective

willingness” in order to overcome this initial stéptual?) and to fulfil their

goals.
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C7- Lessons to be learned for the Future

The following issues come from the Assessment Whooks held in
Bamako, in October 2007

How to improve listening and support activities inthe
future? By:
- Training a larger number of WCY'’s to listeningchaiques. Improving
training through listening activities;
- Getting more in touch with children in cities andlages rather then
“waiting for” them. Paying visits to children inipon;.
- Setting up listening centers in cities and ifages;

- Documenting listening activities (through the nping of documents or
other supports);

- Bringing moral support to children “listened t¢Solidarity with them,
counseling, etc). Negotiations with tutors (botHerend female);

- Supporting their immediate needs and orientatiovards partner structures
that can help them. Facilitating access to vocatitmainings and taking part
in the follow-up (support from authorities and ihgions).

How to improve public awareness campaigns in the
future? By:
- Helping actors deliver clear and understandabéssage$ in national
languages (clear concepts);

- Involving concerned children in the activitiesdaidentifying their need for
information (starting from what they already know);

- Improving quality.

How to improve the creation of grassroots groups? B
- Not imposing the creation of grassroots groups;

- Sharing information and reinforcing groups alngadexistence;

- Creating more grassroots groups in neighbouriiligges, in order to
develop new AWCYSs; this might create various chajles (participation in
the National Coordination).

- offering more trainings opportunities, so thagytircan grow up and solve
their problems, themselves.

19 A series of messages has been drafted duringaheaBo Workshop (cf.
annex).
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How to improve partnerships and collaborations? By:
- Training the National Coordination (on lobbyingnélraising, management,
leadership and communication), in order to mobipaetners;

- Creating synergies between popular actors andemgipeasants, religious,
community, traditional associations and trade usgion

- Reinforcing collaboration with the authoritiegjpporting structures and
NGOs;

- Planning activities with partners and being incllidte national programs;
- Creating advisory committees with partners.

How to improve activities in the future? By:
- Ensuring a better follow-up of the AWCY’s and ofethNational
Coordination;

- Documenting all those activities and dispatchimgm.

How are we going to do it?
1. by carrying on awareness campaigns and informatiions on the
WCY’s “12 rights” early exodus, Child Traffickingnd abuses inflicted
upon children and youth.

2. helping them to “settle down " in their origin pks;
3. protecting and securing children and youth in exodu

AMWCY should focus on prevention: awareness campeiglistening,
organization, education and training. To inform alu the risks and
consequences of exodus, to inform about AWCYSs’ pree everywhere,
and to support children who migrate in order to makhem less vulnerable.
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Il — ADDED VALUE OF THE AMWCY IN ITS STRUGGLE
AGAINST EARLY EXODUS AND CHILD TRAFFIKCING

Children’s words
During their regional workshop, WCY enunciated sdmg points on “what

they are able to do”, and what makes them differ@md they presented them
to friends and partners:

- If a child is crying under the rain, we will stop ask to him
what is wrong and we will help him. (Rama)

- We are able to know if a child needs help, evdreitays
nothing. (Jacques)

- No matter the time and the day, if a child in diift
situation comes to us, we will take care of himerfhwe will
inform the authorities. (Yves)

- Those children have trust in us, they open theartseto us
as we open ours to them. We have thousands ofshehith do
not ask for salaries. (Seynabou)

- We are able to get to the village to speak to chilg by
foot, by bike, even under the sun. (Bassirou)

- We know how to make ourselves understood through
sketches, songs and words that reach children heit parents.
(Rabi)

- We are everywhere, even in places in which othersat
dare to go. (Hadiza)

- We accept others just the way they are (Jéronime)

- We are able to give, to our friends living in vilks,
courage and methods to solve their problems. (BRdg3i

- We do not know borders; everywhere we go, we are”
parents” (genuine “African integration”). (Awa)

Comments

1- WCY’s omnipresence in departure, transit and tiestion places.
Availability of large human and relational resource

Differently from their partners, AWCYs have the adiage of being a trans-
national network covering several localities (in 8/Africa, around 80 urban
or semi-rural centres). Child mobility and folloy-wf children who have
migrated are not limited to well defined geograplaieas. During our
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national workshops, we noticed that a major asdteoWCYs is their “all-
over” presence: in the departure, passage andabhpi@ces of child exodus.
Where they are, they are numerous. This large piasés the main resource
to face the lack of financial resourcehe actions that WCY carry out are
not-expensiveWhile this study did not calculate this “opportynd@ost”, we
are convinced that this exercise will show thatisitvery advantageous
compared with the “opportunity cost” of other astoiThey are able to
reinforce the “relational resource”, knowing howdearing them through
“pleasure-giving” actions and patience. This pattc kind of resource
allows them to count on several “hidden energidgheir own society.

2- « Humble » approach in inspiring confidence, comunicating with
other children, and in facilitating problem-solvingapacity-building.

WCYs speak and understand languages and codegedtiby the target
population. They are able to inspire confidencechildren, and they can
facilitate their access to information. They wish neither impose a
discourse or a determined message nor to thinkdmtace of others. They
do not pretend to preach the good message.

Their approach and methods of communication consiatiopting a peer-to-
peer position (perspective) that encourage theangh between and arouses
the interest among people with whom they are dgaliCY's consider such
humbleness the guiding principle to enable the tmmeaof trusting
relationships and collaboration with the populatidhis attitude has proven
to be fruitful according to the way WCYs are usyallelcomed, and the
positive feedbacks collected during the researchviges. Although
obstacles and misunderstanding are sometimes elecednthey manage to
problem-solve through open dialogue. Ideas aredhbtorward, discussed
and dispersed through people close to childrentheid families. For these
reasons, WCY are and have a clear asset. Theréfieieaim to begin open
debate and further the exchange of ideas, even diing their initial
objectives into question (i.e. revision of the alijee aiming to "eliminate the
exodus", as often times the interest of childred #meir families was to
support children who migrate all along their migra). They are careful to
maintain this approach, which they consider thet lme® to reach other
children and problem-solve, and thus lead to fuligblutions.

3- Transformation of "victims" into "actors" with a better present and
future.

WCYs show through their example their capacity harge their own lives
and the lives of others. They believe that to shmfing victimized, it is
necessary to turn victims into actors. They helfddoén help themselves,
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thus reducing their vulnerability through organiaat and research of
alternative solutions to their situations. Theypmurt them in their daily

lives, and encourage them to have pride in therasebs human beings,
citizens, and responsible people.

In fact, if we want to highlight just one of the ANCY attributes, it is the

movement's composition. As WCYs are children andgtly@oming from the

milieux populaires (popular environmentthey provide a face familiar but
new. WCYs are not only different from "external"t@rs, but also - and
above all — have a face that is not an adult'sultd faces often do not
present a good image for children, particularly fbose who have been
deceived or abused by them. We all know that caildreed to dream. Their
development and their emancipation are ensured dhhpugh the

possibilities offered to them for their future.

WCYs make children envisage the possibility of gryvup to become

someone in charge of his or her own life. In thease, WCY represent the
dreams of all children.

4- The ability to ally the formal and the informal

The AMWCY is a creator of energies and solidaritiamiong grassroots
groups with different origins, among different e&j even among different
countries. The Movement has organized children wodth who define
themselves as autonomous and responsible actdestaaparticipate to the
development of their home countries.

WCYs have acquired skills to improve their econommel social situations,
thanks to trainings and Income Generating ActigitfiGAs). Their strength
and credibility vis-a-vis the population and otlemtors is in part derived
from their capacity to translate in comprehensitdems child protection
issues, making them accessible according to thensnethe levels and
rhythms of the children with whom they are dealihg.other words, they
manage to fill the gap between "what is said arghed" and "what is done",
simply by doing it themselves.

WCYs have a goal of realizing their rights, notyoglaiming them. With
respect to security, WCY are able to go up to acnodate, feed and find
resources for victimized children, as much as [bsswith their modest
resources. Many WCY have themselves been victimsarfy exodus,
exploitation or abuse. What they are doing for mthethey wish for
themselves. For this reason, they are able to stadet the context and the
social, economic and psychological realities exgreréd by children, youth
and their parent&

Y For this same reason, they do not claim what theylaing and do not record it in
media, because, for them, is the “only way to act”
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The ability to collaborate and partner with otheganizations as efficiently
as possible in order to create energy is part@®M\WCY s federator esprit.
Those collaborations are developed for the "caumsls» out of every kind
of competition or power play; there is strengthuimty. That is why WCY
also join other actors” initiatives, and gladlyisssi reinforcing them, even
playing the important role of middleman when need Bome actors are
disturbed by the reality of the child’s cases, amght even be glad to leave
them to the AWCY which are able to "take care" bbge cases when
expensive - and sometimes inefficient - institudibaystems cannot. Acting
in this way, according to their "informal" workingechanisms, they present
themselves as allies of other actors working witthie context of more
formal rules and regulations. In African societyhieh operates both
formally and informally, this kind of alliance isnaasset to face with
efficiency the situations described in this studyp to which point should
this "informal" nature be maintained, and the panship with "formalized"
structures will push them tesortir au grand jour»? (to come out to broad
daylight) This is a debate that has arisen along the diffetevels of
AMWCY, as questions about the formalization of ntstional and regional
coordination structures are voiced. This concrefation with the reality,
structuring the AMWCY’s ability to reflecting uponot only enable the
admission of the movement into regional groupsh@ang institutions and
international NGOs - as the RWOGAT, but enable ét&support and the
counselling by local authorities, communitarian ustares, research
institutions, social and religious institutions (aswvard to their voluntarily
collaboration).

5- AMWCY actor of change? Opinions of different égrs:

Through their actions and their awareness-raisffagte about child exodus
and exploitation, the AWCY give hope to the ided'@idogenous” change.
The AWCY's asset is its capacity to gather peommrging to the same
social, economic and cultural contexts as themselve

- According to Cheikh Tidiane Touré, who in 2006 was in charge of
draftinga report synthesizing the evaluation of the AMWCY:

"By becoming aware of their situation and beginniodace it, WCYs place
themselves as genuine actors of change of theirkingrand living
conditions and situations. Thus, from their staiss marginalized actors,
they pass to the status of actors of change, ablenodify their living
conditions. By exerting transformative leadershighim their movement and
their communities, they acquire a new status throwhich they can play an
important role in society. Their ability to engageawareness-raising and
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their heightened level of civic engagement derives the civic education
they received".

Cheikh Tidiane Touré adds thparticipation has a double meaningFrom
one side, it derives from the process of becomésgpansible for children
and youth recognized as actors able to influence tkecision making
process. From another side, it is inscribed in erfation and authorization
process of WCY who learn to manage developmerggiso]

- As Malick Ndiaye highlighted in his report on the parents' point of
views (2006): "It is not only about training and educating themm o
harmonious and respectful relationships or on soates about family living
or in the context of work, but it is especially abplacing working children
and youth in an actors' position in the creatioraaflobal society."

- Rosalie Diop in her report on the AMWCY's studies and document
(2005):"The major achievements are in the sphere of rigluissecration,
particularly in the development of expression, he tenlarging of the
Movement and its solidarities, in its recognitioy bbcal and national
authorities, and in the beginning of a contributiimnpolitics."

- In his report on Senegal's AWCYs (2005) Preften pointed out!"In the
participatory approach, working children take thaitiative, carry out
projects and organize themselves into associatitinallows them to make
decisions themselves. ENDA only supports theiainies."

These words show the efficiency of the WCYs' paptition in the
implantation of projects for others like them.

- Hemren Ketel, author of an evaluation report in Senegal (2006)
highlighted: "WCYs feel more respected by neighbours and coasdgu
neighbours find WCYs more respectful. WCYs said tthey are better
equipped to live in society and also to initiateof@issional lives. Their
enhanced mental and physical health, thanks toWaY’s activities, is an
additional asset that allows them to better focus their personal and
professional development.”

- Prof. Manfred Liebel thinks:"Considering children as "subjects" does not
mean denying the necessity of protecting them éhdir@umstances, but this
protection cannot come to the detriment of theitipgoation, their rights or

of power sharing with them."

He also sees the AMWCY as adtial environment” that widely favours
children’s expression and give them the possibdit§testing” new forms of
sociability, those other than habitual ones inrtddferent communities. It is
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a"social space'where children can develop their talents, capsitand self-
esteem. The AMWCY should therefore offer "a cultymaject that reflects
society and at the same time imports new visiorts @mactices for a better
life." He adds that the Movement lead%caltural change of prospective vis-
a-vis childhood" by making children become independent subject$, no
passive actors, following a trajectory determingdsbciety. The Movement
has an influential role in the process that care dhe child a new place in
society.

Thus, WCYs not only represent an opportunity syncadly, but a
recognized possibility to enhance life conditiorfstiee most vulnerable
population, and of those most affected by sociaientc problems. WCY's
bring to fruition the hope of endogenous developnfen the children of
Africa: a development based on the solidarity ofuga that induce an
opening and "relational enrichment" regardless ofdbrs and ethnic
cleavages.

Throughout the study, several people affirmed igirtlown terms that the
WCYs are a source of hope that, for them, has becomre and more
important. These people also confirmed that thayehseen numerous
improvements after the arrival and support of th€Y& in their villages.
Although it is difficult to correctly assess thetemt of the achievements
obtained by WCY’s actions on the field or theirerals a source of hope to
the population, it is indeed tangible and has bestablished through
testimonies collected during the survey.

However, considering the globalized context that foes
African children to look for "richness" and "happin ess"
outside their continent, in places that do not shar their
values, they need an "African" alternative ideal ofhope.
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IV- CONSULTANTS' RECOMMENDATIONS

Orientation for the way forward, improvements foojpct sustainability and
ways to reinforce the efficiency of the WCY’s astio

- To refrain from systematically preventing exoduswhile developing an
active "listening" posture toward victims, as causes of exodus arise most
often from the structural dysfunctions of societlyat cannot be quickly
solved. One of WCY's "lessons learned" is thatabstinacy in discouraging
children from exodus and in stigmatizing their faies does not constitute a
viable approach to solving the problem. Insteae dévelopment of an active
listening attitude toward victims, secures fb#low-upin their exodus, and
ensures a safe displacement and salaried activities

- To continue the development of Income Generatingctivities, without
precluding the access of children and youth to edation. WCYs wish for
children and youth to expand their personal ressitty engaging in IGAs
while pursing their formal education.

The idea is to stimulate in children and youthithes of "not putting all their
eggs into one basket" by providing them with moveraues in which they
can succeed. In some villages, students are menatbeggassroots groups
who wish to support and encourage their peers; #isohours and spaces of
training and leisure areas take into account thssels' starting hours.

- To reinforce and place value on alliances and daborations among the
AWCYs, service providers (protection, security and justice),
transporters and embassiesaim to facilitate communication, motivate all
actors” actions, bring information to any place kehthey are present, and
better protect and secure "exodants" and migrantddstination areas
(through declarations, establishment of employmemtracts, respect of
contract's clauses, etc.).

- To promote and to multiply actions that develop reans for the WCYs

to protect themselves:knowledge and capacity building, development of
economic initiatives, professional trainings, etcorder to "fix" those who
want to stay in their home villages and cities, amcncourage exchanges
among children’s groups in those villages and<itie

- To research, establish and invest/cover the maxum of places.The

goal is to enhance the AMWCYs presence at the maltiand transnational
levels, and reach the most isolated and leastrrivédd zones.
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- To reinforce autonomous skills of children and yout in order to let
them, in the long run, protect themselves and mutuby.

The AMWCY's force lies in the strength of will atite determination of its
members. Since its creation, the AMWCY's motive bhaen the personal
(and unpaid) investment of everybody for the caileccause. In fact, to face
the (understandable) fear of partners, worried #&bthe potential
"professionalization” of the Movement, the AMWCY shuanticipate the
possible "denaturing" and deviation of the motiwation which the
Movement and its development are based. The Montmervives only
from its members” will, and is based on the platfaf voluntary work.

Now, in order to secure its own sustainability @odvince its partners that it
is pursuing a determined idea, the AMWCY is integdsin maintaining its
working method in order to ensure that membersivations are in line with
the movement's spirit. Thus, the point is to remaarking in this direction,
and ceaselessly remind former and future membatsitirolvement in the
Movement must follow the AMWCY's core principlesnda cannot be
motivated by personal or "external" ambitions.
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V- ANNEXES

Regional Workshop Assessment of Capitalization
on WCY’s Best Practices in the fight against earlgxodus
and Child Trafficking
Bamako, 15 to 19 October 2007

THE BAMAKO DECLARATION

Since 1994 we have been acting to achieve our rigtd "stay in the
village and not set off for exodus" and to fight aginst all forms of
exploitation.

In 2004 we set up a plan to fight against “earlyodus and Child
Trafficking” in eight West African countries. Thrgears later, we decided to
conduct a survey in order to better understand eviverare.

For five months, we gathered hundreds of storied emerviews from
children, parentquthorities, transporters, etc... Together, weyaeal all the
information in five countries, anthen, here in Bamako, we reflected on the
lessons to be learnt from all this information amalysis.

Exploitation is to make a child work a long time, hardly and essively,
refusing to pay all or a part of the agreed wags. th respect the agreement
or contract. To take a maximum advantage of théd'shiwork to make
profits, and not allow him/her to thrive by implentiag his/her WCY’s 12
rights.

Child abuse and violence are frequent and well knom we reject the
imposition of physical and psychological sufferingshe children, the same
sufferings that no one would even like for himdedfself.

Child Trafficking is like trading. The child is displaced, exploitedyused,
even if he was the one who wanted to leave, he dvoeler find what he
looked for. They flout his/her dignity. Even if is not easy to understand
when there is "trafficking”, we must condemn it gmrdvent it from going on.
To listen and to and help children in the best wagsible: if they want to go
back, just help them to go, if they want to stag get trained, help them to
stay.

Early exodusis bad, we do our best we can to prevent it.
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Exodus that only benefits adultswho organize it, is bad, we condemn it;
sometimes it turns into "Child Trafficking" whicheacondemn.

But we cannot stop those who want to leavand discover city life. Our

struggle is gradual to help children in the village have a more enjoyable
life, and delay as much as possible the age of tegparture. We inform

them, especially about the risks of exploitatiord abuse, and give them
some advice for their safety.

 There are a lot of dangers and risks that you faeg!
« Look for the right information. Ask for informain before you leave. Once
there, do not let people take advantage of yowefaly examine promises

before accepting a job.

« Do not remain isolated, but rather get organirethe village and in town,
remain in touch with us.

Parents are not always able to prevent their children frdeaving,
sometimes they even encourage them to do so. \Wbeat:

« Educate through dialogwe, to have their views and opinions, not through
violence, brutality and insults. Improve the wayyeducate your children so
that they feel at ease at home.

« Do not let your children go downtown very eaxdywtork.

« If they go downtown, keep in touch with your chén, pay attention to
them, if possible, call on them.

Our authorities should do everything possible to help in the dewelent of
villages

« Reinforce education (and provide schools with equipment)|thefaining,
socio-economic and leisure structures in villageshat children want to stay
there.

» Promote birth registration and identification of children.

« Strengthenyour children’s safety, make sure that they areexploited by
punishing those who exploit us and abuse us.
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e Help child-led organizations (AWCYs, children's parliaments) by
providing the material, human and financial resear¢o intensify their
actions.

Other actors should be united in order to act effectively

Institutions and NGOs

» Act more in the villages (starting points) to earage children to stay

« Help children in the villages to develop acte#i(IGA, training)

« Support the initiatives of child led organization

Trade Unions of transporters

*Be vigilant and do not be accomplices.

As for us, the AMWCY, we should focus on preventioawareness,
organization, listening, orientation, education, antraining. Inform on the
risks and consequences of exodus, share informatmm the existence of

AWCYs everywhere.

We must reinforce communication between our AWCYSssten to and
support children —our friends- who come into our monunities.

If life in the village improves, the children wilho longer want to flee to the
city.

In places where children are organized, they aretbe protected and their
rights are more respected.

Drafted in Bamako on October 19th, 2007
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