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Getting togetherat the
8th meeting of the AMWCY
The African Movement of Working
Childr en and Youth (AMWCY) is
made up of children and youth
without any distinction of race, sex
and religion, in which a warm atmos-
phere, solidarity, fraternity and unity
prevail.   
According to the final statistics of
2008, we are 191,266 members and
sympathizers, 80,773 members, 1,357
grassroots groups, 148 AWCYs and
21 Western, Eastern, Central and
Southern African countries.  We are
fighting to impr ove the living condi-
tions of all children, especially, those
who are in different trades, for the
respect and building of ourrights in
our countries, villages, towns and
neighborhoods.  
The 8th meeting of the WCYs in
October/November 2009, coincides
with the 20th anniversary of the
Convention on the Rights of the
Child (CRC). This moment of frater-
nal meeting of African childr en and
those elsewhere, will help us to set
our futur e objectives together.  It will
also show the authorities of Benin,
our host country, and our partners,
the achievements of ouractivities.

The Communication Group

Mrs. Tarja Halonen, the Finnish President, M. Mamadou Seck, President of the Senegalese National
Assembly, Racky and Khoudia, during their visit in Grand Mbao (Dakar, Senegal, 5 March 2009)

WCY delegates with Mr. Charles Kenth Aguia, Minister of Labor and Civil Service
fr om Benin, during an interview on the fringe of the African Commission meeting of

the AMWCY (Cotonou, Benin, from 9 to 21 March 2009)

20th Anniversary of the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child: 

Working Children Youth 
build their rights
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Dakar: The Finnish Pr esident pays a visit to 
the grassr oots gr oup of Grand Mbao

An unforgettable day!
5 March 2009 will remain an unforgettable
day for all Working Children and Youth.
The grassroots group from Grand Mbao,
in partnership with Enda Tiers Monde,
Plan, the City Council of Mbao and asso-
ciations, warmly welcomed the Finnish
President, Mme Tarja Halone.  

In the presence of Mr. Mamadou Seck,
President of the Senegalese National
Assembly and Mayor of the district, we
undertook a big sensitization campaign on
the theme: "violence against children and
education".
A sketch on child abuse within their fami-
lies and environment was presented by the
WCYs.  On education, we read a poem
and presented a choreography based upon
traditional dance.  

In his speech, the Mayor congratulated the
WCYs and promised to arrange for spon-
sorship of the AWCYs by the National
Assembly. 

The Finnish
President was
happy with the
reception and
much apprecia-
ted the activities
we displayed.
After offering
her some pre-
sents, we accom-
panied her on a
distance of about
400 meters to
their Centre
where WCYs
meet and undertake activities (Income
Generating Activities, literacy courses,
etc.). 
The Finnish President visited the exhibi-
tion of IGA products manufactured by the
WCYs, and had a 30-minute private dis-
cussion with our delegation. She offered
us presents, a sewing machine and some
other sewing equipment.

We accompanied the President to the
Koranic school (daara) where she met and
discussed with the pupils we sponsor. We
were very happy to welcome her. We
thank all those who helped us on that day,
those who, closely or by far, joined the
WCYs of Senegal and the AMWCY. 

Bineta Sow, 
Senegalese National Delegate

P

Letter fr om the Finnish
Embassy in Nigeria,

Liberia and Senegal...
Dear Sir, Madam,

On behalf of the Finnish Embassy in
Nigeria, I want to express our sincere
appreciation for all the preparatory
work, support and collaboration we
have enjoyed during the visit of the
President of the Republic Finland. 

The Finnish Embassy and its personnel
are very grateful to you for your colla-
boration which turned the presidential
visit into a success. (...)

Your work is important and very encou-
raging, because it gives full potential to
people and strengthens the community's
development. 

The delegation highly appreciated mee-
ting with the children and youth, liste-
ning to their stories and their personal
opinions.  

I want to express our best wishes to all
of you, including the officials and sym-
pathizers of the project.

Anneli Vuorinen
Finnish Ambassador in 

Nigeria, Liberia and Senegal

The Mayor, the Finnish President and WCY delegates at theirpremises

... and from the press: Senegal - Finland - Enfance

Tarza Kaarina Halonen: commitment to support
Working Childr en and Youths from Grand Mbao

Dakar, 6 March (APS - Agence de Presse Sénégalaise-) 

The Finnish President said her government is committed to giving more support to the
Grassroots Group of Working Children and Youth (WCY) from Grand Mbao (a Dakar
suburb), an association of young girls who have initiated income generating activities.
On Thursday, she visited the grassroots group of the WCYs from Grand Mbao, an
association of 65 young girls going through sewing, dyeing, decorative arts trainings,
etc.  "The Finnish Government of which I am the President and the NGOs are ready
to support you. Your initiative is very important. You have decided to take your desti-
ny in hour own hands.  This should encourage benevolent people to support you'',
Mme Halonen especially stressed this at the end of her three-day official visit to
Senegal. ''It is a very important visit for me and the whole delegation that accompa-
nied me.  Finland is far from Senegal, but from now on, we feel closer to you'', said
the Finnish President, who offered equipment to the WCY training centre to facilitate
its activities.  The President of the National Assembly, who is also the Mayor of that
locality, Mamadou Seck, on his part, expressed appreciation for the visit of the Finnish
President, describing her as a "testimony to the commitment and solidarity with the
young girls from Grand Mbao''. Mr. Seck thus brought up the idea of sponsorship by
the National Assembly towards the WCYs from Grand Mbao, "who deserve respect
and support for the immense achievements they manage to do through  little means''.  
The grassroots group of the WCYs from Grand Mbao is situated in Mbao, a traditio-
nal village, 20 kilometers away from Dakar. In this group, about 65 girls aged from 12
and over, are undertaking Income Generating Activities.  Formerly, most of these girls,
being school dropouts, earned their living by collecting sea shells (washed up by the
sea), carrying them on horse-pulled carts for sale.  In 2002, they decided to organize
themselves as WCYs and started participating in meetings with other groups in Dakar
and its suburbs.  They then started their own training programmes with the support of
Enda. In 2004, they organized the first exhibition of their products and a sensitization
campaign on children's rights.  The visiting Mayor then bought most of their products
and granted them with premises which nowadays, are used as the Grand Mbao WCY
training centre.
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The Finnish Pr esident paying a visit to the WCYs
of the grassr oots group fr om Grand Mbao
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Interview of
a WCY by
the Finnish

press

Seynabou
Pouye,

Mistr ess of
Ceremonie

s intro-
duces

debates!

A play on
child abuse

The Mayor,
President of
the National
Assembly of

Senegal,
delivering
his speech

…both her husband and her, getting a present
fr om the WCYs

The Finnish
President
delivering
her speech

to the
WCYs and

to the
audience... 

... eagerly and proudly puts her boubou
(African cloth) on

... heading towards the Centre alongside the WCYs
...discusses with

Koranic school pupils
and their teacher

....and bids farewell to
the WCYs

WCY face the Challeng e
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The African Commission and the Communication Gr oup
Cotonou (Benin), fr om 9 to 21 Mar ch 2008

The AMWCY expands to towns and villages
Dear WCY friends, animators, partners and sympathizers, 

We, members of the African Commission, as well as the
Communication Group of the African Movement of Working
Children and Youth (AMWCY), held our annual meeting in
Cotonou, Benin, from 9 to 21March 2009, which is the venue for
our 8th meeting, in October-November 2009.

We assessed our activities per country to see changes and achie-
vements made, and examined the end of year 2008 statistics, the
questionnaire and requests for membership from towns; we also
discussed the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights
of the Child (CRC) and modalities for the next Plan
/AMWCY/Enda assessment program.  Professor Imorou gave us
a feedback of the results of the study on the use of ICTs by the
WCYs (carried out in Benin and Togo by the WCYs and resear-
chers). Final version of the study will be released on the Web
soon.  We also discussed our new Web page, our communication
project, comic strips based on our activities, published our next
edition of "WCYFace the Challenge" n°9 and presented our pro-
ject for the 8th meeting.  

We met Mr. Charles KENTH AGUIA, Minister of Labor and
Civil Service from Benin, as well as the General Director of
Labor and the Head of Service, in charge of "Child Labour
Eradication". We spoke to them about our project for the 8th
Meeting and asked for the involvement and support of the
government of Benin. We also met representatives from UNI-
CEF, and gave a feedback of our discussions to journalists and to
our partners from Plan, Emaüs and ESAM. Anna Liesto from
Plan Finland was with us, as well as Messrs Diagne and Messa-
Gavo from Plan WARO and Senegal.  

We expressed our concern on the budget delays of one of our
partners (50% of the finance), that is slowing down the 2009
activities.  Payments to the AWCYs will be reduced until this
matter is settled.

How many are we?
Our movement, AMWCY, has made much progress.  According
to the 2008 final statistics, we are:
- 191.266 members and sympathizers
- 80.773 members
- 1.357 grassroots Groups
- 148 AWCY members, confirmed by COMAF, as against 161
counted at the end of December 2008
- 21 Countries
- 72 % of children.
- 54% of girls

However, the situation is not the same in all countries, even if the
number of members of the Movement almost doubled. Some
countries have recorded more members, some have less and still
others have not at all made any progress. 

We made the decisions in the following areas:

*Statistics
- Providing statistics is obligatory for all AWCYs and National
Coordinations. This must therefore be well and correctly done at
the end of every year (for COMAF)

- The following are considered as sympathizers: children who
participate in our activities and who can join our associations, as
well as youth who support us, but cannot be members because of
their age.
- Parents and partners are considered "friends of the Movement"
but are not considered sympathizers.
- We also include villages where we have contact with children
and youth, including those where there are Grassroots groups.
The reason is that in 2006 we spoke of 1000 villages in Bouaké
(Côte d'Ivoire) and in Cotonou we must know what progress has
been made.

*Questionnaire
- The answers to the questionnaire are obligatory for all the
grassroots groups of all member countries of the AMWCY.
Groups who fail to answer the questionnaire will not be given
any consideration in the AMWCY.  
- All groups existing for more than six months must answer.
Groups existing for less than 6 months are not obliged to answer,
but all the others who had already answered in March 2008 must
do so again, latest in June 2009.
- ATTENTION! In each group lots are cast and 3 children and 1
youth are chosen to answer.
- All countries must answer the questionnaire for each general
assembly of the AMWCY, and again eighteen months later.
- A workshop in Cotonou will summarize the questionnaires by
the national coordinations because some do not know how to do
the summary.
- Our partner, Plan, proposed to facilitate the sending of res-
ponses and summaries the National Coordinations will like to
send to Dakar for the AMWCY via their offices in countries
where they have Plan offices.

* A tool to follow-up the coordinations
- The General Assemblies that will prepare the 8th meeting must
assess progress made by the co-ordinations in 2009, before the
8th meeting in Cotonou.

* Admission of new members
18 new AWCYs were admitted.  30 others are on the waiting list.

* Celebration of the 20th anniversary of the CRC
We will ask children to speak by proposing group discussions.
Children's organizations will also express themselves on their
rights and award a note to adults.

* Evaluation of the AMWCY in 2009
This year, our partner, Plan, has decided to evaluate the program
for strengthening the AMWCY for the 2007-2009 period.  The
aim is to see whether our 3-year training period has benefited the
WCYs, and also understand if the AMWCY has achieved its
objectives, and if they are visible and trustworthy. The evalua-
tion report will be discussed at the 8th meeting.

*Par ticipation in the 8th meeting
The delegations will depend on the now limited financial
resources available.  Each country is invited to include a com-
munication officer in its delegation.

Members of the African Commission and 
the Communication Group

WCY face the Challeng e
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Discussions with local 
Beninese AWCY partners 

and journalists

6 AMWCY Activities 

Ina fr om Pronats
Childr en's Group from Benin and

their animators

The meeting started with an animated program before the part-
ners: ESAM, EMAUSS, Plan Benin, Pronats and about ten jour-

nalists from radio stations and the print
media.  

After introductions, we explained the
reasons for our 2-week stay in Cotonou. 

We presented a report on WCY activi-
ties on the 12

rights, training, communication, collabo-
ration with the authorities, the IGAs, early
child migration and statistics on the
Movement. 

A fruitful debate followed, in which seve-
ral questions on WCY activities and recommendations were

made for the Movement to get
more recognition and be given
more consideration.  

About twenty children from Benin,
accompanied by their animators, entered
the hall and made an advocacy on their

activities,
and ani-
mated the
hall for
the pleasure of all participants.  

Finally, a cocktail party brought together all those nice people,
followed by a family photo.

Ayenu Edoh komlan, 
WCYfrom Togo

A large delegation including WCY delegates and their partners
from Enda and Plan met the Minister of Labor and Civil Service
and Directors of his department (constant interlocutors of WCYs
from Benin). 

After telling them about the historical background of the African
Movement of Working Children and Youth, we briefed them on
the meeting of the African Commission and Communication
Group which took place in Cotonou.  

A report on the 2008 activities and achievements of the
Associations of Working Children and Youth was presented, as
well as briefings on the preparation for the 8th meeting. Then,
the Beninese delegate handed in the request for support for the
organization of this important meeting which will bring together
more than 200 children from Africa and other continents.  

The Minister was also happy and congratulated the WCYs for
their constant efforts in favor of children in difficult situations.
He promised us to do everything in his power to help the WCYs
and support us in organizing the General Assembly to be held in
October and November 2009. 

This visit to the Minister is an important step taken by the dele-
gation, which will culminate in a planned visit to the President
of the Republic to invite him officially to the General Assembly.

Niyigaba Uwase Liliane, 
WCYcommunication delegate from Rwanda

The Minister, WCY delegates and partners

Minister welcomes WCY dele-
gates, Enda and Plan Finland

On Thursday 19 March 2009, while Mr. Charles KENTH AGUIA, Minister of Labor and Civil
Service from Benin, Mme Kora, General Director of Labor  and Mr. Marcelin DANSOUKPEVI,
Head of Service in charge of Child Labor Eradication, were welcoming delegates from the AMWCY
at the meeting of the African Commission, another part of the delegates was holding discussions
with the AWCYlocal partners on the report and achievements of their activities, as well as the pre-
paration of the 8th meeting of the Movement, scheduled for October and November 2009.

Meeting with the Beninese authorities and par tners

WCY face the Challeng e
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8 AMWCY Activities 

Yahoo enables us to converse, write SMS messages and receive
replies.  On Google, we do individual research and follow the
news (films, sports games such as championships and watch the
current programmes). We do research on our activities to know
what is new, prepare our own catalogues and put them on the
Internet, if possible, by indicating our identity (similar to blogs).

We invite friends from other countries on different conversation
sites, thus allowing us to know ourselves better and extending the
network of our friends nationally and internationally. We invite
them to come and discover our countries and strengthen our ties.
Skype, Gmail, blogs are tools which facilitate our communication.
Skype especially, enables us to discuss and speak live to anyone
in the world and allows us take long distance decisions.  

Today, the use of the computer, mobile phone, radio programmes
… and other ICTs within the AWCYs, has been a strong motiva-
ting factor for the WCYs.  The WCYs use their own computers at
meetings to understand and gradually become familiar with the
drafting of reports. 

Digital cameras and recorders enable us to download photos and
conduct interviews to keep account of activities implemented in
the field.  The use of the mobile phone has made it possible to
ensure good collaboration among WCYs themselves and among
those living  in the villages and urban areas.  Its use has even gene-
rated new IGAs for the WCYs.  With these new mobile phones,
we cover long distances in a record time.  From a village, we can
converse with somebody living in town or even abroad.

Ayenu Edoh Komlan, WCYfrom Togo

ProfessorImor ou, during his feedback

During the meeting of the African Commission and the AMWCY
Communication Group, the consultant responsible for the study
carried out in Benin and Togo on Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) within
the WCYs, gave a feedback
before the delegates.  

From 5 September to 25
November 2009, the search
for ICT enabled us to know
that these types of
Technologies are very
important in the daily life of
the WCYs.  

Computers offered by the
AMWCY have enabled us
to train ourselves in the use
of the computer and Internet, to create other Income Generating
Activities, such as word processing and photocopying. 

Modern ICTs are supplemented with traditional forms of ICTs
(sketches, plays, games, dance, drumming, door to door meetings,
village public criers (gong gong), bamboo orchestra, fanfares,
weekly markets, taxis, choreography, radio, television, telephone).  

Despite difficulties experienced in villages such as the problem of
"network", we use the mobile phone and computer more than any
other means. Some of us who master the computer say that, sur-
fing on the Internet, is easier and that research can be made at any
moment. Oral information and sensitization campaigns are used.

Traditional and modern ICTs

Feedback of the study , "Information and Communication
Technologies" to the African Commission

Jeuda 120 

This study on Information and
Communication Technologies, is now available.

Jeuda 120:  "From the gong-gong to ICTs"
Download from our  website: http://eja.enda.sn

AVAILABLE

Delegates and partners together

WCY face the Challeng e
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10 AMWCY Activities 

The AMWCY was presented through an
explanation of its objectives, vision and
mission, its fields of intervention, history
and activities implemented in different
countries for the realization of their 12
rights.  On the early migration and child
trafficking issues, the WCYs explained
convincingly through documents,
concepts, causes and impacts, and identi-
fied categories of children who are victims
of this phenomenon. This was then follo-
wed by a review of the activities imple-
mented by the WCYs in the framework of
the fight against early migration. On the
third day, animated debates followed talks
given by the WCYs on their 12 rights. The
debate continued with partners and repre-
sentatives of international NGOs who
intervene in the framework of children
living in difficult conditions, by sharing
and exchanging information. Delegates of
local and international NGOs proposed to
the WCYs to work together in order to
ensure that children's rights are fulfilled.
In this framework, it has been decided to
jointly plan an international action to fight
against social injustices.

Salamatou Amani, WCYfrom Niamey

From 25 to 28 November 2008, Working
Children and Youth from Benin, Burkina
Faso, Mali, Niger and Togo represented
the AMWCY at the 5th edition of the
African Social Forum in Niamey.  At the
opening of the Forum, a march was orga-
nized.  A huge crowd mobilized all actors
of the civil society.  The general theme of
the Forum was "Africans marching against
debasing globalization". 

On the basis of propositions made by the
organizing committee from Niger, 3 sub-
themes were identified to be discussed at
conferences.  Under the sub-
heading"Africa in the geo- political
world", the theme chosen by the WCYs
for their presentation to the public was:
"early migration and child trafficking".
Under sub-heading 3, the WCYs animated
the conference on the 12 rights, aimed at
addressing the concerns of organizers on
"social justice".  

On the second day, the WCY conference
on early migration and child trafficking
was held in the presence of animators,
partners and NGO representatives from
neighboring countries of Niger.

WCYs from 5 countries 
marching togetherwith the masses!

5th African Social Forum in Niamey
Mar cel (dressed in white) discussing with the Queen of Sweden

Organized by the Brazilian government
and organizations devoted to children's
rights, a World Congress based on the
theme: "sexual exploitation of children"
was held from 21 to 28 November 2008 in
Rio de Janeiro (Brazil).  More than 300
children and adolescents participated in
the Congress together with members of the
Government, representatives of Non-
Governmental Organizations engaged in
child welfare in different parts of the
world.  

The AMWCY was represented by 6 dele-
gates who actively and efficiently partici-
pated in the different working groups,
debates and other activities. The
Movement's publications on the meeting's
topic, were largely distributed and well
appreciated. This enabled us to establish
many contacts.  

Marcel Sibomana, national delegate from
Rwanda to the AWCY, was selected
among children attending the Congress, to
speak to the Queen of Sweden. He was
pleasantly moved by her warm welcome.
During the interview, Marcel asked the
queen questions about her initiative to
fight against exploitation of children, and
expressed his concerns on that subject.  

During the African Commission meeting
in Cotonou, the WCYs shared their new
knowledge on sexual exploitation of chil-
dren with other delegates from different
African countries, and encouraged them to
undertake activities in their countries to
contribute to a change of situation.

Marcel Sibomana, 
WCYdelegate from Rwanda

AMWCY delegate meets the queen of Sweden
The Rio Congr ess on sexual exploitation of childr en

WCY face the Challeng e
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The Spanish daily , "El Pais"
writes on WCYs

"They are 218 million in the world, children, who, faced with political fai-
lure to eliminate child labor, will sacrifice their childhood in quarries, sel-
ling things in the streets, tending animals or cleaning homes. In the absen-
ce of alternatives, the children began to organize themselves in order to
fight for their rights: to learn a trade, to remain at home when sick, to learn
how to read and write and also to get time for leisure. 
In Africa, 72 000 children and youths are members of the AMWCY (African
Movement of Working Children and Youth), now in 20 countries. The
AMWCY started ten years ago in Côte d'Ivoire. They began with girls who
were domestic workers, supported by the NGO, Enda Tiers- Monde.  "It is
not a trades union, it is more like a movement for civil rights",declared
Fabrizio Terenzio, an Enda official, who explained that its representatives
enter houses to convince employers to let them stay at school; they speak
to imams for their support, they organize marches .... According to
Terenzio, few persons are opposed to it. "It is a pleasure to hear children
speak about their rights, when they were formerly invisible, looked upon as
dropouts (at school, in the society, etc…)". 
In Rwanda, Joseph Niyibizi, who is now about twenty, has succeeded in
completing his secondary school studies, thanks to the association to which
he used to go when his phone lines at the communications centre which he
ran, were cut.  "We have got children, aged up to seven years old, out of the
street ", he said.  Being a member of the Movement contributes to self-
esteem, declared Terenzio, who defines the gap between the law banning
child labor and the reality faced by poor countries.(…)".

Extracts from El Pais, 2 February 2009

- The full ar ticle is available at the following link:
http://www.elpais.com/articulo/sociedad/ninos/trabajadores/exigen/de
rechos/elpepusoc/20090202elpepisoc_6/Tes

Working childr en ask fortheir rights

Migration and child
traf ficking

An assessment workshop which was organized in
Côte d'Ivoire, revealed that in 2008 we put the empha-
sis on the continuity and follow-up of the study
"Migrant children: from victims to actors", sharing the
results of the study with people, partners, production
of tools and facilities for our daily field activities (lis-
tening, development of groups, collaborations, etc.).

Several achievements have been made within the
AMWCY and in the country:
- Advocacy and participation in discussion forums to
share AMWCY experience, discussions with partners
on the results of our study and our perspectives.
- Production of tools, working supports, documents
and publications.
- Making image boxes and printing of a poster on
migration in the news bulletin "WCYFace the
Challenge N°8"
- Publication on the website "eja.enda.sn" of "jeuda
N°119" in French and in English
- Production of a document on advocacy on added
value to the participation of WCYs and children in
general.

- Listening, support and orientation: 15,205 children
benefited from listening services/WCYsupport in 741
units, including 11,985 who have been placed in other
appropriate structures.  Some are placed with work-
shop owners and in literacy classes to learn or conti-
nue with their training.
Some joined families of WCYs, while others were
supported through financial contributions from
WCYs, to enable them return to their families.

- Information campaigns: thousands of children,
youths, parents, heads of business, village and neigh-
borhood authorities, were all sensitized through: gene-
ral public animations, door to door campaigns, debate
sessions and tea-debates, documentary films, and in
some cases, radio and television programs.

- Development of grassroots groups in villages and
neighborhoods:more than 300 villages were reached
or visited by AWCYs from 8 countries.

- Collaboration with the authorities, allies, parents,
employers and other actors:in the neighborhoods and
villages, with traditional chiefs, mayors, prefects who
offered plots of land to develop activities (gardening,
farming, and cattle breeding ...).  AWCY offices, cen-
ters, literacy courses and financial support made it
possible to implement other activities.  The WCYs
participated in meetings of actors, and joined some
networks, committees and national units engaged in
the fight against child trafficking.  As regards sensiti-
zation, commemorations, awareness campaigns and
studies were carried out by key partners; WCYS were
asked to play their roles as organizers, as well as
actors among actors.

Moussa Harouna 

Dif fer ent meetings in Addis Ababa
- Meeting of the committee "Africa-Wide Movement for Children (AMC)":
report of efforts made by AMC since the last General Assembly of May 2008,
shows the coming of a Counselor in advocacy who works on the proposition
of a constitution, a AMC strategic plan, some contact and follow-up activities
for the ratification of the African Charter of Children's Rights and Welfare
(ACRW).  Recommendations were made to the Secretariat to reorganize the
document on the strategic plan.  Propositions of the AMWCY and Enda have
been accepted and must be included.  They will form the basis for an effecti-
ve participation in this Movement in Favor of Children. A simple and clear
constitution project, alongside a guide of procedures, was proposed.

- Forum of the civil society: Its first edition enabled the NGOs, coalitions,
institutions or human rights centers and their partners to exchange informa-
tion on the ACRW, its ratification and follow-up organs.  Some Governments
have not ratified nor implemented the ACRW.  The experience of WCYs in
the defense of the rights of the child and the development of a measuring tool
of their relationship with the Governments were shared.

- Participation in the Meeting of the Committee of Experts of the African
Charter of children's rights and Welfare: the organization of the AMWCY
and its development activities based on the 12 rights were presented.  The
questionnaire concerning "Our Voice" was shown. On behalf of the WCYs,
an invitation was extended to actors of the civil society and members of the
Committee of Experts of the ACRW to take part in discussions on the pre-
sentation of the first summary at the 8th Cotonou meeting (October-
November 2009).

Aimé Bada

WCY face the Challeng e
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Better developing and supporting WCY communication 
in our countries and everywhere in the world 

WCY face the Challeng e
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Benin

Angola

AWCYs activities, Children and supporting StructuresAWCYs activities, Children and supporting Structures

Burkina Faso Training in par ticipation and advocacy
From 11 to 20 March 2009, the Centre Jean Eudes of Atrokpocadji held a training work-
shop for WCYs on the topic: "How to succeed in participation and advocacy",. WCYs
aged between 8 and 18, came from 22 towns to familiarize themselves with notions of
participation and advocacy, in order to be well equipped and efficient in their fund rai-
sing activities towards authorities and partners. Practical works, simulation exercises and
group discussions were organized to enable the WCYs to be operational at the end of the
training. Certificates were awarded to participants.

Coordination National of AWCYfrom Benin

School registration of children 
With the support of UNICEF and the authorities of the Cové Social Centre, this year, the
AWCY registered 25 children in schools (a majority of them are orphans). An important
package of school equipment was given to children living in a very remote zone, like
ours. By this act, these children are encouraged to go to school and to implement the
WCYs right "to learn how to read and write"

... and the fight against child abuse
Une sensibilisation porte-à-porte a été organisée par l’AEJTCové pour recencer les
familles où se développent la maltraitance des enfants et l’exode précoce. Des séances de
causeries, débats et projections de cassettes vidéos, sont organisées à l’intention des
enfants victimes et des familles. Les conséquences de ces fléaux sont analysées durant
ces échanges fructueux. Un dispositif est mis en place dans chaque quartier de Cové pour
identifier les potentiels victimes et agir de concert avec les autorités et les membres de la
structure d’appui. Toutes choes qui ont permis de freiner les actes de maltraitance et
l’exode dans notre ville.                                               Adonis Dovonon, WCYfrom Cové

Str engthening grassroots groups 
The Association of Working Children and Youth from Bohicon has strengthened the
grassroots groups in their Income Generating Activities (IGAs). The Zakpo grassroots
group which deals with cattle breeding, is made up of 45 members, including 30 children
and 15 youth. They started with rabbits (male and female). Now the group's breeding
activity has increased and reproduction is moving on. To implement their 12 rights, the
Kpocon grassroots group has invested in poultry and sheep breeding.

Degbessou Lybasky WCYfrom Bohicon

Training in IGAs
The National Coordination of AWCYs
from Burkina Faso, organized a training
program on Income Generating Activities
(IGAs) from 24 to 29 March 2009, with
the support of UNICEF. 35 WCYs from
Tougan, Ouagadoudou, Koupéla,
Ziniaré,Yaba, Koloka and Gaoua have
been trained. 
After the training, some of them benefited
from a micro-credit of 200,000fcfa to start
their activity. 90% of this sum must be
paid back within a period of 18 months, in
order to extend the credit to other WCYs.
When the training workshop was over, the
press talked about it, while pictures were
shown on television.

Celebration of
Women's Day 

in 6 towns
This year, 8 March, 6 towns from Burkina
Faso celebrated the International Women's
Day: Ouagadougou, Banfora, Gaoua,
Koupéla, Koudougou and Bossé. Different
activities, including macarana football
tournaments and cultural displays on
WCYs rights were organized. In order to
popularize these activities, the AWCYs
decided to involve Women Associations,
as well as local authorities.

Simboro Seydou, WCYfrom Tougan

The WCYs keep sensitizing people on
children's rights in Luanda's markets.  On
12 June, which is the child's labor exploi-
tation day, a provincial debate was held at
the Childhood National Institute. 

Representatives from the ILO, the
Government, civil society and other orga-
nizations, took part in that debate. The
WCYs also participated in the signature of
11 commitments on child protection
approved by the Government of Angola
and publicized throughout the national ter-
ritory.

Joaaquim Marcos, 
AWCYfrom Luanda

Sensitization on the
rights, HIV/AIDS

and child protection

WCY face the Challeng e



18 AWCYs activities, Children and supporting StructuresAWCYs activities, Children and supporting Structures

Côte d’Ivoir e

CameroonBurundi

Good relationships between authorities and WCYs

WCY Activities 
of the AWCY fr om

Bujumbura

Community Activity and communication

- Training in the WCYs trades: the
AWCY from Bujumbura, with the help of
its supporting structure, trained 10 WCYs
in the following trades: computer, mecha-
nics, carpentry, culinary art and forge.  

- Community works by the WCYs: each
Saturday from 7h.30 to 10h30, we begin
community works to show our respect to
people and the legitimacy of our organiza-
tion. We sensitized people around the lake
that is visited by people from different
countries and children living in difficult
situations.

Activities in new towns: the Executive
Committee of the AWCY from
Bujumbura, in collaboration with anima-
tors, paid on-the-spot visits to new towns
and trained WCYs on the 12 rights and on
the history of the AMWCY.

Collaboration with the authorities: we
have developed collaboration with the
authorities: CNLS Burundi, Regional
Office of OPDE, Ministry of Youth,
Ministry of Labor and Culture and diffe-
rent national and international
Associations, such as APECOS, Red
Cross, Plate Forme, AWCYs from neigh-
boring countries. We are doing everything
we can to invite the Minister of Labor to
the 8th meeting in Benin.

Hatungimana Fabrice, National Delegate

During clean-up campaigns in the neighborhoods, WCYs from Yaounde, Akonolinga,
Obala, Mbal Mayo Sa'a and Okola met people, not only to participate in the discussions,
but also to expose the problems they are facing in the neighborhoods and speak about
their 12 rights. Since this event, many adults are more considerate towards us now and
support our activities.  This has so much changed since we animated radio programs on
FM 94, the national radio station. We spoke about the objectives of our Movement and
appealed to the authorities and partners to give us more support to ensure improvement
in our living conditions. The Director of programmes from this radio station will allow
the WCYs to present their own programmes on the air, when they are ready.

Joel Ndoumve, AWCYfrom Cameroon

Within the framework of the implementation of its activities development in 2009, the
Toumodi Regional Council, through its socio-educative unit, met the WCYs of the town
during a working session. The WCYs listed their members and included their concerns
in the activity program of the town. Relationships with the authorities are developing and
WCYs participation in the definition and implementation of development policies and
realization of their 12 rights, have turned into reality.

Houéto Yves Roland, AWCYfrom Côte d'Ivoire

34 participants took part in an Action-Research workshop, including 4 children from the
Children's Parliament of Côte d'Ivoire (PECI) and the NGO, Droits de l'Enfant in Côte
d'Ivoire (DECI) and 8 guides from all the AWCYs of Côte d'Ivoire, in addition to a faci-
litator. From the group discussions, the WCYs identified the different problems met: how
do people organize themselves within the AWCY? How can members of the AWCY be
remobilized?  How can the WCYs be convinced to come together to defend their rights?
Once causes and consequences had been identified, solutions to these questions were
included in the 2008-2009 Action Plan, and a feedback program at the grassroots level
was settled.
This workshop has become a lifeline in solving problems impeding the progress of the
different grassroots groups in our areas. This simple and practical tool will efficiently
help implementing our twelve rights.

Participator y Action-Research in Grand Bassam 
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The Gambia
Cultural and sports day celebrations

All the groups participated in these celebrations in which we presented a play to sensiti-
ze the people on our Movement. We also went to the Health Centre to clean the premises
and presented a play on malaria, HIV/AIDS, by informing people on these diseases and
how to prevent them. We sensitized people on our 12 rights, animated a television pro-
gram about the AMWCY and met the Regional Governor to discuss activities of the
Association.  Each time we will inform him about our activities/initiatives, he will sup-
port us.

Progress on the right "to rest when sick"
Domestic girls used to work for employers who would not have any consideration for
them and would not treat them as human beings. Through theatre, we have been able to
sensitize the people who now understand, that girls have the right to live just like any-
body else in the community. Some domestic girls have told us that employers have chan-
ged their attitude now. We usually go to their workplaces to have a talk with their
employers who warmly welcome us.                                             AWCYfrom Barra

Ethiopia
WCY Activities 

Guinea Bissau
Carnival in Bissau,...

From 21 to 24 February 2009, our 5
AWCYs from Canchungo, Bafata,
Mansoa, Cachu and Bissau organized a
national carnival of traditional dance.
Apart from the dancing shows, this annual
event, enabled us to talk about our pro-
blems and widely about our rights. The
WCYS from different towns, competed
through the reading of poems, songs and
dances based on the 12 rights, early migra-
tion, forced marriage, sexual abuse, etc.

... and computer
training 

The organization of a workshop on com-
puter training for the WCYs, enabled us to
improve the capacities of grassroots
groups leaders. Documents are better pro-
duced and participants in this workshop,
now easily establish contact with people
the world over, via the number of mes-
sages they send and receive through the
Internet. 50 WCYs have been trained and
the use of the computer has become wides-
pread among the AWCYs of Guinea
Bissau.  Each trained WCY must pass on
her/his knowledge to her/his grassroots
group, so as to reach many more children.

Nicasio Rui Ata, national delegate WCY

- Entertainment: children's march from
down town to Menlik Square, and then to
the town's biggest platform for different
venues. About 1,500 children of three
organizations and marchers of the Scouts
Association of Addis-Ababa walked to the
Meskel Square singing songs in praise of
respecting children's rights.

Representatives of working children of
MCDP/AWCY Addis/Tamirat Birhanu
and FSCE came on stage to let the audien-
ce know that, "strengthening and develo-
ping Working Children Associations,
required considerable effort". The Music
and Theatre Club of MCDPpresented a
contemporary dance show based on child
labor and child trafficking, their relation-
ship and different actors, as well as people
concerned by the issue (starting from the
people). The final speech was delivered by
His Excellency Dr. Bulti Gutema, repre-
sentative of the Ministry of Women
Affairs, Ministry of Child Welfare in

Ethiopia. Dr Bulti declared that people
concerned, inparticular the civil society,
must work in collaboration. The Ministry
is willing to take part into the matter.

- Tele- conference on "Child labor (a fit-
ting work) against child labor (exploited
labor)": A TV/radio program for four suc-
cessive weeks was broadcast on FM and
the National Radio by highlighting "child-
hood and labor", in order to create a forum
and encourage the audience to express
itself on child labor, trafficking and sexual
exploitation.  

MCDP, the Forum on street children in
Ethiopia (FSCE), Aid to the Ethiopian
Childhood (Chad-ET), the Police
Commission for the Protection of
Childhood of Addis Ababa, the Ministry of
Women's Af fairs (MOWA), the
International Labor Organization (ILO)
and representatives from working chil-
dren, participated in the discussion.
Tamirat Birhanu, a WCY delegate said.

"The  government must pay more attention
to the needs of working children, and this
must go alongside with the civil society;
the environment must be conducive to the
protection of the rights of working chil-
dren, based on the experience acquired
within the African Movement of Working
Children and Youth".

AWCYfrom Addis Ababa
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Guinea Conakry Mauritania
Clean-up campaign day

On 20 January 2009, the national coordination of the AWCYs from Guinea, organized a
clean-up campaign day in different neighborhoods, markets and other public places for
one week. This was aimed at drawing the attention of the new authorities of our country,
strengthening our friendly ties with the people, talking widely about our rights actively
participating in the sustainable environmental development of our country. On that day,
many new members joined our AWCYs.

Radio Program
On 12 February 2009, the AWCY from Kissidougou, organized a radio program, "la Voix
des enfants" -Children's Voice- whose objective was to inform the people on difficulties
faced by the WCYs in their organizations, training workshops, but also talk about their
rights in order to be better respected. 
This program was produced by 5 children and youth and an animator. It also helped in
receiving support from Plan, allowing us to produce more radio programmes. 

WCYs pay the authorities official visits
The AWCY from Zerekore organized an official visit to Lolo and Beyla to advocate befo-
re the authorities of these towns, in order to facilitate the organization of WCYs activi-
ties. Expressing their appreciation for the visit, the authorities reassured the WCYs and
promised to support them in their activities.  
The WCYs from Kissoudougou also took a similar step towards their authorities for them
to sponsor their AWCY which is being set up. The Gueckedou authorities expressed their
appreciation and also promised to support their activities.

Hip Hop on the 12 rights
The AWCY from Conakry met with the Rappers group, "Hip Hop Mediation" in order to
collaborate in setting up a project on violence against children at school and in training
workshops. This awareness campaign project will take place in all Guinean towns. The

musicians are very enthusiastic
about this project and fully sup-
port us.

Marie Louise Haba, 
AWCYfrom Guinea

A talk with Djiby
- Hello, can you introduce yourself?
- My name is Amadou Djiby Diallo, I am
a former WCY delegate from Mauritania
at the African Commission. Now, I'm an
elder, ex-vice-president of the
Coordination of the AWCYs of
Mauritania.
- Can you tell us about the training you
have just been through?
- First of all I thank God, my parents and
the whole AMWCY family. In June 2008,
I took part in a competition (exam) organi-
zed by the Ministry of Youth, Culture and
Sports, to become a youth worker. Out of
more than 300 participants, I was one of
the 30 participants who were successful
and who were needed by the Ministry. We
underwent training for 4 months. When
the assignments came out, the Ministry
sent me to Boghé, a member town of the
AMWCY.  Now, I am a civil servant in the
Mauritanian Government!
- What piece of advice would you give to
the WCYs?
- I'll tell them to strengthen the organiza-
tion of our AWCY, to reach a maximum of
children so as to attain our objectives. The
AMWCY has become a forum for
exchanges, experiences, knowledge with
good prospects. Thanks to the Movement,
I am a civil servant now.  LONG LIVE the
AMWCY! Our inspiration for the future.
To the partners, I would ask them to
increase their support to the AWCYs.  To
officials of the AWCYs, I would tell them
not to forget awarding certificates to parti-
cipants at the end of training programs, for
they are very important.

Interviewed by Maaloum Dieng

Income Generating
Activities

With the support from the Network of Associations of
Mopti (RAMO), of which the AWCY is a founding
member, the WCYs negotiated for and benefited from
a financial support of 250,000 Fcfa to initiate indivi-
dual Income Generating Activities. 10 WCYs, inclu-
ding 3 girls, benefited from this financial support,
which will have to be reimbursed at the rate of 25,000
Fcfa per person.

Micr o-project on AIDS
The AWCY has benefited from a micro-project of sen-
sitization on Aids in the Mopti Urban District. The
total amount is 500,000 Fcfa for the field-test.
Sessions have received technical support from Enda,
depending on the choice of places, appropriate per-
iods, as well as the technique used (discussion, film,
or animation to a wider audience). 215 persons took
part in them, including 105 girls aged between 14 and
23. Registers, television, video recorders, cassettes,
etc. were used.

Aboubacar Dembelé, WCYfrom Mopti

Mali

WCY face the Challeng e



22 AWCYs activities, Children and supporting StructuresAWCYs activities, Children and supporting Structures

WCY and authorities get together
- Training on the rights: on 9 and 10 March 2009, the AWCY from Rusizi, in partner-
ship with Save the Children and Youth Denmark, organized a training workshop on chil-
dren's rights and HIV/AIDS. After this workshop aimed at building capacities to better
implement our 12 rights, especially, "the right to health care", we were offered sports
equipment (foot balls, sportswear, etc.). For the girls, members of the AWCY, training in
sewing has been agreed with our partners.

Nijigaba Uwase Liliane, WCYfrom Rwanda

Meeting with the Director of Caritas
In February 2009, an important meeting brought together the AWCY from Kigali and its
supporting structure, Caritas Diocésaine, aiming at assessing progress made and diffi -
culties faced by the AWCY and also helping the WCYs to be more efficient in the imple-
mentation of their rights, through new initiatives. 

Abbé Anaclet Mwumraneza, Director of Caritas Diocésaine of Kigali, personally atten-
ded and for the first time, a meeting between the AWCY and its supporting structure
(usually, these kind of meetings would take place between the WCYs and animators).
This explains the solemness of the event and the consideration Caritas gives to the WCYs
activities. Through the debates, the Director got a better understanding of the WCYs acti-
vities. He renewed his support in our activities and also proposed to be our spokesman
towards governmental authorities and other partners (local and international NGOs). In
the end, he signed the collaboration agreement document between the AWCY from
Kigali and Caritas Diocésaine.

Marcel Sibomana, National Delegate 

Rwanda

Communication 
among the WCYs

Democratic
Republic of

Congo

Nigeria

Niger
Sensitization through image boxes

After the last meeting of the National Coordination of AWCYs of Niger which was held
in Dosso, the WCYs from Makalondi trained their members through image boxes and a
sensitization program on the respect of their 12 rights before a wider audience. The acti-
vities of the AWCYs were presented and their objectives, aims and areas of intervention
well explained. After presenting the image boxes, a quiz was organized on the meaning
of the images which were interpreted, then gifts were offered to the children. The grass-
roots group from Pansée was set up just after this sensitization program, and now has 50
children engaged in different trades such as agriculture, animal breeding, domestic work.
WCYs from different grassroots groups, showed solidarity among themselves and
strengthened their collaboration.

Outing for the WCYs
On Sunday 22 February 2009, the grassroots group from Yantala (Niamey), organized an
outing for the WCYs of the different grassroots groups of the Urban Community of
Niamey. The objective was to equip them in communication techniques, in order to bet-
ter sensitize the people and strengthen collaboration among all the WCYs. During that
day, the WCYs had a lot of fun as they spoke about their activities for the implementa-
tion of their rights.  They intensely discussed about the use of image boxes, in a friendly
atmosphere.

Clean-up campaign day in Gaya
The Gaya WCYs organized a clean-up campaign day from the prefecture to the district's
Water Works premises.  Through this campaign, people got aware of their Association.
The WCYs strengthened their partnership with the administrative authorities and were
joined by more children. 4 grassroots groups were set up, including children mechanics,
domestic workers, dressmakers, gardeners and fishermen.

Salamatou Amani, WCYfrom Niamey

- In early February 2009, a football match
was played in Farasime on the municipali-
ty's football field, and the WCYs (15
young boys) won the cup.  

- Learning how to read and write: new
WCYs from Makoko have learnt to read
and write from "Ato Z" and count from "1
to 100". 17 children (10 boys and 7 girls),
are attending these courses.

- Coordination meeting Agbara: we tal-
ked about organizing a workshop in early
March, in Nigeria for all the WCYs of our
country. This meeting brought together 11
participants, including 8 children and 3
youth, 4 girls and 7 boys.

- A cultural dance in Ogun State: 10
boys and 8 girls, 12 children and 6 youth
participated in this cultural activity.

James Boyon., a national delegate 

- Mar tyrs' Day: on the occasion of this
day celebrated in our country, on 4
January, the AWCY organized a theatrical
performance to speak about their 12 rights
before the media and the authorities who
reiterated to support our activities.
-1 March, international radio and tele-
vision day for childr en: the WCYs bene-
fited from an hour's program in these
medias to speak about their rights, and the
way associations and grassroots groups
operate. This activity reinforced our colla-
boration with the media. Now we run a 40-
minute program each month on Radio-
Télé ATV (Amen) for the people to be bet-
ter involved in our activities.
- Sensitization workshop on HIV/AIDS:
in partnership with Médecin du Monde
and Reejer, we organized this workshop in
order to sensitize the WCYs and to streng-
then our partnership with the structures
operating in this area. 

Michaél Tshidibi (Donatien), 
National Delegate 
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AWCY Activities
- Free education forchildr en in primary schools:Benjamine Agbodjan
represented Togolese children in New York to share the of WCYs view-
point on the situation of literate and illiterate school children. She talked
about her experience, her life as a domestic worker to better expose diffi -
culties faced by school children and of the AWCYs' efforts to implement
the "right to learn how to read and write. The Togolese Government pro-
mised to offer free primary education. 

- Initiation to the computer: the WCYs of Lomé are organizing them-
selves to teach members of the Association how to use the computer given
by the AMWCY. This initiation takes place every first Sunday of the
month, once the General Assembly is over. Now, the WCYs can use the
computer to write reports and record activities filmed with a digital came-
ra. Some of them have e-mail addresses and also surf on the Internet. 

- Clean-up campaigns:in order to respect the commitment they made
towards the people to keep our environment clean, the WCYs from Togo
participated in clean-up activities, alongside the coalition of youth organi-
zations. This clean-up campaign day whose goal is: "participating in a sus-
tainable environment", was mainly undertaken in the streets around the
administrative areas and ended with a popular celebration.

- Radio programme: the WCYs of Togo animated a radio program broad-
cast in the whole plateaux region, entitled: "la Paix d'Atakpamé" (peace in
Atakpamé), to talk about their activities on early migration and child traf-
ficking in these localities, with the help of local chiefs.

Ayenu Edo Komlan, WCYfrom Lomé

Togo

WCYs sponsorKoranic school pupils
Senegal

Chad
Sensitization and STI 

- On 3 January 2009, at the Centre Don Bosco, the AWCY
from Ndjamena organized a sensitization session on child
abuse.  50 WCYs and about 20 children from the neighbou-
rhood, participated in this session. Everyone had the oppor-
tunity to speak and managed to talk to parents, partners and
authorities in order to find ways to put an end to this situa-
tion. 
- A training program on Sexually Transmitted Infections
(STI), HIV/AIDS was organized for the WCYs, at the
Centre Don Bosco. All activities of prevention from these
diseases were reviewed and participants really appreciated.
The WCYs who are aware of the causes of these diseases
and know how to deal with them, are sensitizing the people.

AWCYfrom Ndjaména

Zimbabwe

Introduced since 2007, the 2008 "Koranic School Pupils (Talibés) Day"
was celebrated again. Each year, the WCYs from Mbao (Keur Mbaye Fall
and Grand Mbao) organize this day to renew their sponsoring in order to
allow new members (WCYs as well as talibés) to take care of a brother or
sister. In 2008, there was a conference animated by scholars and gifts were
collected.  

The idea came from the grassroots group of WCYs from Keur Mbaye Fall
who decided to have a small moneybox located at their training center,
where each WCY or visitor can put in some coins to be later used in buying
cleaning products (soap) for the talibés of the locality.  These WCYs sha-
red this idea with their colleagues from Grand Mbao who were then pre-
paring a joint activity with the city council: "the Mbao Children's Week".
They agreed on the principle to include giving support to talibés during
this "Children's Week", because these children come from rural areas and
live in a daara (Koranic school), far away from their parents and within
precarious conditions.  

Within the framework of this "Children's Week", the WCYs decided to
organize, a "Talibés Day" on reforestation: "a tree for each talibé"; a big
clean-up campaign, "set - setal" in two Koranic schools (sweeping,
washing clothes, the washing up); talibés sponsorship: one talibé, one
WCY (a girl); and a collection of different gifts for talibés. People have
been very generous towards them (soap, money, clothes, etc.). Thanks to
the sponsorship programme, a talibé who had eyesight problems was cared
for by of his "WCYsister's" relatives.                           AWCYfrom Dakar

Some WCYs washing talibés' clothes... ... and a talibé's
godmother

WCY face the Challeng e

- Fight against cholera: The AWCY from Zvishavane,
in collaboration with Bethany Projects and the Ministry
of Health and Child Welfare, undertook a campaign to
fight against the recent cholera outbreak. This campaign
was mainly undertaken in the towns of Kadoma,
Chitungwiza, Bulawayo. It was based on the prevention
of this disease through hygiene, and health care for those
who have contracted cholera etc. This campaign enabled
the AWCY to be known by a wider audience. Prior to
this campaign, the WCYs had been trained by agents of
the Ministry of Health.

- Computer training: today, about 400 WCYs undergo
computer training after working hours, through 2 com-
puters offered by the AMWCY and shared among the
AWCYs from Manicaland and Chinhoyi. It helps them
to know how to write messages and share information.
The training centre also offers an opportunity to the
WCYs to have a central venue to discuss their activities
more efficiently.

Patrick Zhuwau, WCYfrom Zimbabwe
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I say no!
Going to bed late
Not to read and write
But to do house work

Getting up early
Not to go to school
But to sell things
Walking the whole day
Without rucksack
But carrying too many items on the
head

Coming back home at noon
Not to eat and rest
But to serve people

Bending the back
Not to play jumping over sheep, or
football
But to receive lashes
I say no!
No! No to these "children's mistreat-
ments"!

Isaak Traoré, WCYfrom Mali
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Without you, AMWCY, my life would
be sad
You are the daylight, the joy of children
You are tomorrow's light
AMWCY, I'm singing for you.
Towards you, AMWCY, I will raise my
eyes
Close to you, so children's love will live
on.
You turn myself into tomorrow's light
AMWCY, I'm singing for you

Marie Louise Haba, WCYfrom Guinea

AMWCY Song

Childr en, the future
of Humanity

Flowers, the reason of our existence
Hope of a new world
Do not take advantage of children 
Turn them into the roots of Humanity
Treat them with simplicity, with tender-
ness
Don't mistreat them 
They are tomorrow's men and women
Let them lead their own life,
Let them look around and discover the
world with happiness
No violence
Let's put them at the forefront
Because every child in the world 
Has the right to be protected by her/his
community
Children are free
My brother, stretch your hand 
And look at them 
They are our hope

Sabinho Sanha, 
WCYfrom Guinea Bissau

Song

Let's unite!
WCYs of the AMWCY, let's unite,
hand in hand
And make Africa live in joy and peace
Let's fight against violence
Let's be ambassadors of peace
Let us never get discouraged
When there is peace, there is always
hope
Success comes with effort
So, let's all work together

Binta Sow, 
WCYSenegal

Poem

Communication Group of the AMWCY Written by
Xavier Sylvain

Aide from Benin 
Simboro Seydou

from Burkina
Faso

Anoh Jean Cyril
from Côte
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from Mali

Maaloum Dieng
from Mauritania

Salamatou
Amani from
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Niyigaba Uwase

Liliane from
Rwanda

Ayenu Edoh
Komlan from

Togo
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nn ANGOLA
AEJT Luanda 
BAIRRO MARTIRES DE KIFANGON-
DO RUA14, CASA47, Luanda - Angola  
Tél : (244) 92 34 09 421 / 91 24 79 412
E-mail : blanchemanche@snet.co.ao
Joaquimmarcos03@yahoo.com.br
inafeliciano@yahoo.com.br

nn BENIN
Coordination Nationale des AEJT du
Bénin  
01BP3622 Cotonou
Tél : (229) 95 42 24 44 / 90 93 10 84
E-mails : aejtcotonou@yahoo.fr
AEJT Abomey  
AEJT Abomey - Calavi
AEJT Agbangnizou
AEJT Aguégué 
AEJT Allada
AEJT Avrankou
AEJT Bassila
AEJT Bembereké
AEJT Bohicon
AEJT Comé
AEJT Cotonou 
AEJT Cové
AEJT Dassa
AEJT Grand Popo
AEJT Kandi
AEJT Ketou
AEJT Kpomassé
AEJT Lac Nokoué 
AEJT Lokossa
AEJT Malanville
AEJT Misséréte
AEJT Ndali
AEJT Ouidah
AEJT Parakou
AEJT Porto-Novo
AEJT Zakpota
AEJT Zé
AEJT Zinvié

nn BURKINA FASO
Coordination Nationale des AEJT du
Burkina Faso
07 BP5383 Ouaga 07
Tél. : (226) 50 30 51 12 / 70 06 07 64
AEMO Ouagadougou - BP515   
E-mails : aejtbououaga2007@gmail.com
AEJT Banfora
AEJT Batié
AEJT Bobo Dioulasso
AEJT Boroma
AEJT Boussé
AEJT Dori
AEJT Fada Ngourma
AEJT Gaoua
AEJT Kaya
AEJT Koloko
AEJT kongoussi
AEJT Koudougou
AEJT Koupela
AEJT Orodara
AEJT Ouagadougou 
AEJT Ouahigouya
AEJT Ouargaye
AEJT Tenkodogo
AEJT Tougan
AEJT Yaba (Toma)
AEJT Ziniaré
AEJT Zorgo

nn BURUNDI
AEJT Bujumbura
S/c Kamenge Kigobe OPDE, 
BP5777 Bujumbura, 
Tél : (257) 79 99 09 92 
E-mail : aejtburubu@yahoo.fr
athanase1980@yahoo.fr
AEJT Bubanza
AEJT Bujumbura rural

nn CAMEROON
Coordination Nationale des AEJT du
Cameroun
Entraide Maternelle Infantile du Cameroun
(EMICAM) - BP20 312 Yaoundé
Tél. : (237) 550 23 30 / 7961 99 54
E-mails: ong_emicam@yahoo.fr
cevap02@yahoo.fr
AEJT Akonolinga
AEJT Mbalmayo
AEJT Obala
AEJT Saa
AEJT Olola
AEJT Yaoundé

nn Democratic Republic of CONGO (DRC)
Coordination Nationale des AEJT de
la République Démocratique du
Congo
AEJT Kinshasa
S/c GRAMID, Bakali N° 13, Lemba
Super  
Tél : (243) 99 99 24 905 / 85 44 80 345
Email : gramid2002@yahoo.fr
AEJT Bukavu
S/c PEDER - BP02 Cyangugu /
Bukavu
Tél : (243) 99 80 90 113
E-mail : tdaquinrubambura@yahoo.fr
a e j t b k v r d c @ y a h o o . f r,
pderbkv@yahoo.fr
AEJT Uvira

nn CÔTE D’IVOIRE
Coordination Nationale des AEJT de
Côte d’Ivoire
BP89 Grand Bassam 
Tél : (225) 21 30 11 91 / 07 41 40 31 / 08 18 34 87
E-mail : coordinationaejtci@yahoo.fr
AEJT Abidjan 
AEJT Adiacké
AEJT Aboisso 
AEJT Bonoua
AEJT Bouaké
AEJT Ferkéssidougou
AEJT Grand Bassam
AEJT Kor hogo 
AEJT Port Bouet
AEJT Toumodi

nn ETHIOPIA
AEJT addis ababa
s/c Multi-Purpose Community
Development Project (MCDP)
PO Box 26456, Addis Ababa Ethiopia
Tél : (251) - 11- 276 59 95 / 11 - 278 35 03
E-mails : mcdp@telecom.net.et
misikir123@yahoo.com

nn THE GAMBIA
AEJT Barra 
S/c Sajuka Working Children and Youth, 
Barra village, North Bank Division
P.o Box 1304
Tél : (220) 57 10 303 / 74 47 684 / 
79 18 404
E-mail : swcyg2000@yahoo.co.uk
ndeycham@yahoo.co.uk

nn GUINEA BISSAU
Coordination Nationale des AEJT de
Guinée Bissau
Chao de Papel-varela (Campo Fonçado)
omene tamente no REJE Bissau
Tél : (245) 72 11 212 / 66 44 931 / 66 72
782 / 67 58 977
E-mail : ejtbissau@hotmail.com
redejoved@hotmail.com
ruiatanica@yahoo.com.br
AEJT Bafata
AEJT Bissau
AEJT Canchungo
AEJT Farim
AEJT Mansoa
AEJT Gabu 
AEJT Sao Domingo

nn GUINEA CONAKRY 
Coordination Nationaledes AEJT de
Guinée 
s/c Djigui GuinéeConakry, 050 Commandaya
050 BP238 Conakry
Tél. : (224) 64 07 62 07
E-mails : cn_aejtguinée@hotmail.com
h.louisemarie@gmail.com
tounktambake@gmail.com
hamadabakaye@yahoo.fr
AEJT Conakry
AEJT Coyah 
AEJT Dubréka
AEJT Faranah
AEJT Forekariah
AEJT Fria
AEJT de Kindia
AEJT Kissidougou
AEJT Labé
AEJT Mamou
AEJT Nzérékoré

nn MADAGASCAR
AEJT Antananarivo 
Intermédiaire ENDAOI
44 rue Rainandriamampandry
Ambodrona 
Antananarivo
MADAGASIKARA
E-mail : endaoi@enda.mg 

nn MALI 
Coordination Nationale des AEJT du
Mali
s/c Enda Mali, BP3123 Bamako  
Tél : (223) 222 55 64
E-mails : cnaejtml@yahoo.fr
maigala1988@yahoo.fr
isaaktraore@yahoo.fr
enda-mali@cefib.com
AEJT Bamako
AEJT Bougouni
AEJT Gao (JEKAWILI)
AEJT Kita
AEJT Kayes  
AEJT Koulikor o 
AEJT Mopti 
AEJT Ségou 
AEJT Sikasso 
AEJT Sélingué
AEJT Tombouctou 

nn MAURITANIA 
Coordination Nationale des AEJT de
Mauritanie
La Coordination des Projets Urbains de 
Caritas Mauritanie - BP115 Nouakchott 
Tél. : (222) 64 19 088 / 64 37 538
E-mails : cpu@caritas.mr
aejtnou@yahoo.fr
caritas@mauritel.mr
AEJT Bababé
AEJT Boghé
AEJT Kaédi
AEJT Nouakchott 
AEJT Nouadhibou
AEJT Rosso 

nn NIGER
Coordination Nationale des AEJT du
Niger
S/c Caritas Développement Niger, Bureau
Diocésain de Niamey, BP: 2381 Niamey 
Tél : (227) 20 73 82 02 / 96 89 00 23
E-mails : ammani_2006@yahoo.fr
Balkissam2006@yahoo.fr 
a_polio@intnet.ne  
anabiissoufou@yahoo.fr
AEJT Dosso 
AEJT Gaya
AEJT Makalondi
AEJT Niamey 
AEJT Zinder

n n NIGERIA
AEJT Badagry Owode
Nigeria Network of NGOs
25, Ogunlana Drive, Surulere, Lagos, 
Tel: Kunle: 0803 348 3421, Seyi: 0802

836 7748, Oyin: 0802 896 9460
E-mail: nnngo@nnngo.org
Internet : www.nnngo.org

nn RWANDA
Coordination Nationale des AEJT du
Rwanda
S/c projet Abadacogora et Intwari,
Bureau Social urbain - Caritas
Diocésaine 
- BP1277 Kigali Rwanda
Tél : (250) 08 49 16 27 /08 53 39 44 /
08 47 78 34 - Fax : (250) 82 323
E-mail : aejtbutare@yahoo.fr
aejtrda@yahoo.com
nyirambonigaba@yahoo.com
AEJT Butaré
AEJT Gisentyi
AEJT Kigali
AEJT Rusizi Cyangugu

nn SENEGAL
Coordination Nationale des AEJT du
Sénégal 
S/c Enda TM Jeunesse Action
Guédiawaye - BP3370 Dakar
Tél. : (221) 33 837 42 88 / 77 424 81 82 / 
77 317 99 94 - Fax : (221) 33 823 51 57
Tél : (221) 77 513 98 32
E-mail : cnaejtsn@yahoo.fr
jeuda-gw@enda.sn 
AEJT Dakar
AEJT Fatick 
AEJT Kaolack
AEJT Kolda
AEJT Louga  
AEJT Nioro du Rip
AEJT Saint Louis  
AEJT Tambacounda 
AEJT Thiès 
AEJT Ziguinchor

nn CHAD
AEJT Ndjamena
S/C Edouard, BP1041 Njaména
Tél (235) 661 1 2 70 / 632 85 40 / 
640 29 36
E-mail : djekya@yahoo.fr
ndileloizi@yahoo.fr

nn TOGO
Coordination Nationale des AEJT du
Togo
S/C Wao Afrique - BP80 242 Lomé
Tél : (228) 930 76 24 / 225 89 90 /
914 09 60
E-mail : aejt01togo@yahoo.fr
maejtbenjaminisse@yahoo.fr
eli_doute@yahoo.fr
AEJT Agou
AEJT Agadji
AEJT Adomi-Abra (Badou)  
AEJT Danyi
AEJT Kévé
AEJT Kouma
AEJT Kpalimé Wome  
AEJT Lomé 
AEJT Niantougou

nn ZIMBABWE 
Coordination Nationale des AEJT du
Zimbabwé
s/c Save the Children Norway
P.O Box 4581 Harare Zimbabwe 
184 Five Avenue Harare
Tel: (263) 47 21 541 /47 32 517 / 
47 21 626
Telefax: (263) 47 96 535
E-mail :
regional.projects@reddbarna.org.zw 
jeremiah.chinodya@reddbarna.org.zw
MASHONALAND WEST
MASHONALAND CENTRE
AEJT Harare
AEJT Manicaland 
AEJT Midmatma 
AEJT Midilands

Africa and the Indian Ocean
Associations of Working Children and Youth, members and their supporting structures
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Associations d’Enfants
et Jeunes Travailleurs

en contact avec le
MAEJT et leurs

Structures d’Appui

Latin America   
Organization of Working Children and Youth and their Supporting Structures

nn GHANA
Ville d’Accra
Street Academy  
P. O. Box 175 sport stadium Accra 
Tél : (233) 0 21 67 40 40 
Cel Ataa Lartey (223) 02 77 85 61 31
E-mail : staccra@yahoo.com

n n KENYA
Ville de Nairobi
UNDUGU Society of Kenya
P. O. Box 40417 Nairobi -
Tél. :  (2542) 535992/85/86/44 Fax :
(2542)  545888
E-mail : undugu@insightkenya.com

n n SIERRA LEONE
S/c Plan Sierra Leone, 6 Cantonment
Road Off King Harman Road Freetown
Tel: +(232)-(22)-242067/241405
Mobile: +(232)-(76)971426
Fax: +(232)-(22)240942
E-mail :  
Sierra-Leone.CO@plan-international.org

n n PARAGUAY
Callescuela 
Dr. Sosa 436 Zona sur Fernando dela Mora
Cc: 2355 Asuncion, Paraguay
Tél : 59521 - 507 477 - Fax : 59521 - 525 069 
E-mail : callescuela@sce.cnc.una.py 
Contact : Jara Antonio

nn PERU 
Movimiento Nacional de Niños y Adolescentes
Trabajadores Organizados del Perú - MNNATSOP
Enrique del Villar 967 San Juan De Miraflores - Lima 
Tél : 2765206  
Fax : 51 12 - 76 52 06
E-mail : mnnatsop.peru@terra.com.pe
Internet : http://www.mnnatsop.org

nn VENEZUELA
Movimiento Latinoamericano y del Caribe de Niños,
Niñas y Adolescentes Trabajadores - MOLACNATS-
SECRETARIADO LATINOAMERICANO
El Cercado, carrera 8 entre 1y2 Sector Lomas Verdes,
Quinta Betania, Barquisimeto, Lara Venezuela.
Tél : 0058#4162556145
E-mail : molacnatsecretariado@hotmail.com

Ki Awaz 

Bal Mazdoor
Butterflies U4, 1st Floor, Green Park Extension
New Delhi-110016- India
Tél : 91-11-26163935 /26191063 
Fax : 26196117
E-mail : butterflies@vsnl.com
Web : butterflieschildrights.org

Bhima Sangha
Concerned for Working Children  (CWC)
303/2, L.B. Shastri Nagar 
Vimanapura Post Bangalore 560017
Tél : 9180 - 25234258, 25234270, 25234611
Fax : 9180 - 523 4258
E-mail : cwcblr@vsnl.com
Website: www.workingchild.org

Associations of Working Children and Youths (AWCYs) 
not yet members and their Supporting Structures

nn ANGOLA
AEJT Banguale
BAIRRO MARTIRES DE KIFANGON-
DO RUA14, CASA47, Luanda - Angola  
Tél : (244) 92 34 09 421 / 91 24 79 412
E-mail : blanchemanche@snet.co.ao
Joaquimmarcos03@yahoo.com.br
inafeliciano@yahoo.com.br

n n BURUNDI
AEJT Bubanza
S/c Musaga OPDE, BP4260 Bubanza
Tél : (257) 79 90 93 53 
E-mail : athanase1980@yahoo.fr

nn BURKINA FASO
AEJT Boulsa
AEJT Kongoussi
AEJT Zorgo
S/c Coordination Nationale des AEJT
du Burkina Faso
07 BP5383 Ouaga 07
Tél. : (226) 50 30 51 12 / 70 06 07 64
AEMO Ouagadougou - BP515   
E-mails : aejtbououaga2007@gmail.com

nn CÔTE D’IVOIRE
AEJT Duekoue
S/c Coordination Nationale des AEJT
de Côte d’Ivoire
BP89 Grand Bassam 
Tél : (225) 21 30 11 91 / 07 41 40 31 / 08 18 34 87
E-mails : coordinationaejtci@yahoo.fr

nn THE GAMBIA
AEJT Farafinine
S/c Sajuka Working Children and Youth, 
Barra village, North Bank Division
P.o Box 1304
Tél : (220) 57 10 303 / 74 47 684 / 
79 18 404
E-mail : swcyg2000@yahoo.co.uk
ndeycham@yahoo.co.uk

nn GUINEA CONAKRY
AEJT Beyla
AEJT Boke
AEJT Guéckédougou
AEJT lola
AEJT Kamsar city
AEJT Kankan
AEJT Macenta
AEJT Siguiri
AEJT Yomou
AEJT Zali
S/c Coordination Nationaledes AEJT
de Guinée 
s/c Djigui GuinéeConakry, 050 Commandaya
050 BP238 Conakry
Tél. : (224) 64 07 62 07
E-mails : cn_aejtguinée@hotmail.com
t.tounkara@yahoo.fr
hamadabakaye@yahoo.fr

nn MALI 
AEJT Koutiala
AEJT Youwarou
S/c Coordination Nationale des AEJT
du Mali
s/c Enda Mali, BP3123 Bamako  
Tél : (223) 222 55 64
E-mails : cnaejtml@yahoo.fr
maigala1988@yahoo.fr
isaaktraore@yahoo.fr
enda-mali@cefib.com

nn MAURITANIA
AEJT Dabola
AEJT Dalaba
S/c Coordination Nationale des AEJT
de Mauritanie
La Coordination des Projets Urbains de 
Caritas Mauritanie 
BP115 Nouakchott 
Tél. : (222) 64 19 088 / 64 37 538

E-mails : cpu@caritas.mr
aejtnou@yahoo.fr
caritas@mauritel.mr

nn NIGER 
AEJT Maradi
S/c Coordination Nationale des AEJT
du Niger
S/c Caritas Développement Niger,
Bureau Diocésain de Niamey, 
BP: 2381 Niamey 
Tél : (227) 20 73 82 02 / 96 89 00 23
E-mails : ammani_2006@yahoo.fr
Balkissam2006@yahoo.fr 
a_polio@intnet.ne  
anabiissoufou@yahoo.fr

nn NIGERIA 
AEJT Agban
AEJT Badagry
AEJT Enugu
AEJT Ogune State
AEJT Makoko
S/c Nigeria Network of NGOs
25, Ogunlana Drive, Surulere, Lagos, 
Tel: Kunle: 0803 348 3421, Seyi:
0802 836 7748, Oyin: 0802 896 9460
E-mail: nnngo@nnngo.org
Internet : www.nnngo.org

nn SENEGAL 
AEJT Diourbel
S/c Coordination Nationale des AEJT
du Sénégal 
S/c Enda TM Jeunesse Action
Guédiawaye 
BP3370 Dakar
Tél. : (221) 33 837 42 88 / 77 424 81 82
/ 77 317 99 94 
Fax : (221) 33 823 51 57
Tél : (221) 77 513 98 32
E-mail : cnaejtsn@yahoo.fr
jeuda-gw@enda.sn 

nn CHAD
AEJT Bebidja
AEJT Bongor
AEJT Kelo
AEJT Moundou
S/c Edouard, 
BP1041 Njaména
Tél (235) 661 1 2 70 / 632 85 40 / 
640 29 36
E-mail : djekya@yahoo.fr
ndileloizi@yahoo.fr

nn TOGO 
Tabligbo
Sotouboua
S/c Coordination Nationale des
AEJT du Togo
S/C Wao Afrique 
BP80 242 Lomé
Tél : (228) 930 76 24 / 225 89 90 /
914 09 60
E-mail : aejt01togo@yahoo.fr
maejtbenjaminisse@yahoo.fr
eli_doute@yahoo.fr

nn ZIMBABWE
AEJT Bulawayo
AEJT Matabeleleland South
AEJT Matabeleleland North
AEJT Mashonaland East
S/c Coordination Nationale des AEJT
du Zimbabwé
s/c Save the Children Norway
P.O Box 4581 Harare Zimbabwe 
184 Five Avenue Harare
Tel: (263) 47 21 541 /47 32 517 / 
47 21 626
Telefax: (263) 47 96 535
E-mail :
regional.projects@reddbarna.org.zw 
jeremiah.chinodya@reddbarna.org.zw

Asia (India)
Organization of Working
Children and Youths and

their Supporting
Structures

20th Anniversary of the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child: 

Working Children Youth 
build their rights


