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We are also actors of the 
commemoration of the 20 years of the CRC!

Dear readers, dearWCY friends, the 8th Meeting of the African
Working Childr en and Youth which was held in Cotonou in Benin,
was marked by the celebration of the 20th anniversary of the
Childr en's Rights Convention (CRC) with the participation of 23
member countries from West, East, Southern and Central Africa.

On that occasion, the AMWCY held a panel on the theme: "Giving
the floor to children on the development of their rights after
20 years,"and was followed by a concert at the Amitié Stadium.

At the local level, all of the membercountries took part in the cele-
bration of the 20th anniversary of the CRC with activities such as
public awareness campaigns, processions and cultural activities in
relation to children's rights and they were supervised by the
National Coordination with the assistance of ourdevelopment
partners.

For us, the 20th anniversary celebration of the CRC was a time for
advocacy and promotion of our rights. As a future activity, we are
going to extend ouradvocacy towards ourpartners who support
childr en's rights, in order to better support the WCY's in imple-
menting their rights.

The way ahead is still long and full of difficulties which we are
going to overcome along with ourpartners including the authori-
ties of our countries and and to gradually improve children's
rights.

Together, let us say Yes for the strengthening of children's rights!

Long live Africa where children can freely express theiropinions. 

For an Africa which is proud of children and a betterfutur e for all!

The AMWCY Communication Group 

Participants in the 8th Meeting of the AMWCY
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2 WCYfacetheChallenge 8th African Meeting of WCY’s

8th Afr cian Meeting of Working Childr en and Youth
(Cotonou, Benin fr om 26 October to 7 November 2009)

The 8th African Meeting
of the AMWCYwas held

from 26 October to 
7 November 2009.

The Coordination of WCYs in
Benin organised the meeting in

collaboration with the
Government of the host country
and the national and internatio-

nal partners of the AMWCY.
The main objective of the 8th

meeting was to assess the
developments in the children's

rights, the impact of the
activities of the WCYs and to set

new orientations for the
Movement.

Twenty African countries
participated in the meeting

including Benin, Burkina Faso,
Burundi, Cameroon,

Democratic Republic of Congo,
Côte d'Ivoire, Ethiopia,
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea
Bissau, Guinea Conakry,

Kenya, Mali, Mauritania, Niger,
Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Togo

and Zimbabwe) as well as
several delegations from

Europe.

From the 19th to the 24th of October 2009,
the preparatory committee of the 8th
Meeting of the African Working Children
and Youth met in the presence of delegates
from member countries and some partners
of ENDA Tiers Monde Jeunesse Action.

With two elders serving as facilitators, the
WCYs of Benin welcomed the participants
before the usual presentations started.

The preparatory committee decided on the
modalities for the practical organisation of
the meeting and discussed the issues raised
by the local committee of Benin.

It ended up with the production of a pro-
gramme and the distribution of tasks to
facilitate the effective holding of the 8th
African meeting.

The opening ceremony was presided over
by the Minister of Labour and Public
Administration of Benin along with other
eminent personalities and partners of the
AMWCY (Plan Benin, Enda tm,
Swisscontact, UNICEF, etc.). The WCYs,
the press and NGOs were also present.

After the welcome speech by a member of
the AWCY from Benin, Deborah Konan
from Côte d'Ivoire on behalf of the
AMWCY, thanked the partners who were
present and she spoke about the mode of the
organisation of the Movement which makes
it possible to reach the children in several
African towns, through their grassroots
groups, the AWCY and the National
Coordinations.

For his part, the representative of the
Regional Coordinator of ENDAJeunesse
Action said: "wherever we establish the
AMWCY, it promotes the rights of children
in the most concrete manner,…" adding, 

Preparatory Committee 

Opening ceremony 
"the AMWCY should play a more active
role in protecting children's rights."

The UNICEF representative said, "20
years after the adoption of the convention
concerning children's rights, thousands of
children still suffer from rights abuses…"
This meeting is an ideal opportunity "to
take measures for the protection of child
victims of exploitation…"

The Minister of Labour and Public
Administration, Charles Kint AGUIAR
expressed the willingness of the
Government of Benin to ensure that the
respect for the rights of children become a
reality in his country“... so that every
child and every working youth can enjoy
all the privileges stipulated by the national
constitution and the international conven-
tion…" and "that the AMWCY can become
an institution whose influence can reach
villages, towns and all of the countries of
Africa".

Authorities at the opening ceremony Animation during the opening ceremony
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Summar y of achievements, developments, pr oblems and perspectives

Achievements and developments
- Right to learn to read and write:74% of
WCY’s can read and write thanks to the
increase in the number of literacy centres
that have been set up by the AWCY’s and
also as a result of the agreements reached
with schools (training centres).

- Right to play:87.8% of WCY’s have lei-
sures following the negotiations between
the AEJT and the authorities which give
them places to carry on the activities

- Right to be protected (to work in safety):
87.2% of WCYs are protected against mis-
treatment as a result of our mobilisation
against violence committed against chil-
dren and also due to the collaboration with
the police and legal authorities.

- Right to light and limited work: 83.3%
works less and/or less harder. In some coun-
ties, the WCYs have at least one day to rest.

- Right to be listened to and to be respected:
81.9% of WCYs are listened to and respec-
ted. The legal recognition of AWCYs and
National Co-ordinations has made it possible
for this attention and listening to WCYs.

- Right to health:83.2% of WCYs are get-
ting health care. Through sensitisation
campaign on contagious diseases and the
assistance the AWCYs receive at health
centres, they hardly get sick. (The right to
sick leave contributes to this progress).

- Right to remain in the village (no to
exodus):There are relay points in the vil-
lage to check against exodus.

- Right to a training to learn a trade:
through training, 89.4% of the WCYs are
better guided (since they joined the
AWCY’s) in planning their future.

Answers to questions on the follow up on the impact of the rights

- Right to express and organise oneself:
96.8% of WCYs participate in decision-
making. By giving them the floor during
meetings and by taking their own ideas
into account, their aptitude to communica-
te highly developed

- Right to equal justice in case of a
problem: 75% of WCYs say that the
authorities participate a lot in the protec-
tion of their rights within their families
and vis-à-vis their employers.

Dif ficulties 
In spite of these achievements, we still
encounter problems in spreading out our
achievements in the 12 rights to a larger
number of children and to ensure that the
rights are respected everywhere and parti-
cularly the right to equal justice in case of
a problem.

Perspectives 
- to pursue our information on the 12 rights
and the CRC with the authorities and our
parents in the most remote villages in our
countries

- to develop strategies that could sustain
the achievements made on strengthening
our rights and to extend them to towns and
villages where our younger brothers,
sisters and children live

- to intensify the activities against all forms
of violence against children

- to use action-oriented methods that would
help us to easily measure our progress on
the rights.

2,911 WCY and 1,540 parents or employers filled in the question-
naires whose responses indicate some progress for our members.

Achievements and developments
Three years after Ouaga, our Income
Generating Activities (IGAs) continue to
develop especially in the area of micro
credit. 76.7% of WCYs meet their needs
since they joined the AWCYs. They invest
in individual or group initiatives for the
AWCY in the following activities:
- sale of head ties with the AWCY logo
printed on them
- organisation of entertainment and cultu-
ral activities
- renting of chairs, plates and cutlery
- manufacture and sale of raffia bags
- sale of traditional clothes
- production and sale of liquid soap
- sewing and sale of embroidered bed
sheets
- manufacture and sale of leather shoes,  
- sale of mobile phone cards.

The setting up of credit facilities or the
creation of small of traditional clothes an
occupation and to take care of our basic
needs, to pay for our trainings, to contri-
bute to our family, to pay school/apprenti-
ceship fees for our brothers.

Dif ficulties 
- difficult access to micro credit opportu-
nities offered by specialised institutions in
our immediate neighbourhoods.

Perspectives 
- to approach the micro credit institutions
in order to be able to examine together, the
conditions needed in order to benefit from
their services

- to guide and accompany working chil-
dren and youths in search of viable activi-
ties which can make it easy to obtain
financial support.

Development of IGAs

WCYfacetheChallenge
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Achievements and developments
Our grassroots groups have multiplied in
number in towns and villages. They num-
ber up to 1,749 and consist of many chil-
dren and girls and their number has increa-
sed from 80,773 in 2008 to 95,787 in
2009. Our National Co-ordinations are
well structured thanks to the progress fol-
low-up criteria (excellent communication,
management and recognition at the diffe-
rent levels by the authorities).

Dif ficulties 
- ageing of some AWCYs and co-ordina-
tions along with a decrease in the number
of children in their grassroots groups
- lack of a broader consultation during
decision making and when selecting our
representation.

Perspectives 
- to make the process of designating can-
didates to the leadership of the AWCY
very clear and simple for all WCY’s to the
internal and external activities to which
they are invited
- to increase contacts with groups of chil-
dren aged below 18 years old in order to
enable them to participate in the activities
of our AWCY
- to identify the place and role of youths in
each AWCY.

Organisation, coordination

Str engthening ourtraining capacities

Achievements
and develop-
ments
We have observed
some innovations
on our training
workshops,  for our
workshops which
have influenced
both our organisa-
tional concerns and

the capacity building of our members in
the petty trades. Here are some of them:
- Listening
- IGAs
- Storing of market gardening products
- Cloth dyeing and animal husbandry
- Peer educators (female & male)
- Setting up and management of projects
- Communication, radio, writing, drawing,
internet
- Management and accompanying of
grassroots groups
- Participatory Action Research or thema-
tic techniques
- Techniques for advocacy and lobbying…

Many WCYs have been strengthened with
tools which help them to better organise
their grassroots groups and accelerate their
role as actors of social transformation.

Concrete results have been observed on
the ground concerning the number of chil-
dren who have been approached and liste-
ned to as well as the problems resolved
through the Participatory Action Research,
resource mobilisation for small projects
and negotiation with authorise thanks to
the methods employed by facilitators
during sessions. The large number of
WCY facilitators also indicates that the
AWCYs are increasingly using local
resources during their workshops.

Dif ficulties 
- weakness in transferring tools between the
grassroots groups and trained participants
- less follow-up/evaluation activities of our
training workshops.
Perspectives 
- to train WCYs in using follow-up/evalua-
tion tools in order to be able to measure the
impact of our activities on ourselves, the
other children and the communities
- to train our members in indentifying
opportunities and needs of our communities
in order to face the realities
- to consult our grassroots and our members
ahead of the training sessions with the view
to identify the topics for capacity building
that could take their concerns into considera-
tion.

Communication

Achievements and developments
Members of grassroots groups have excellent relationships with the associations as a
result of the improvement in our communication

- access to Information and Communication Technologies by the WCYs has significant-
ly changed the relationship between the WCYs in their countries and their colleagues In
other countries where the Movement exists. This enables many of our members to learn
how to read and how to write and be able to use the computer. Our common strategy
brings us closer to the authorities and the population in the areas where we intervene.

Dif ficulties 
- Our communication has still not given us the visibility we expected

- material and technological problems still continue to limit us in
our desire to be able to communicate spontaneously and use the
ICT’s in decision-making.

Perspectives 
- to pursue the efforts to disseminate information between our
members and within the Movement

- to continue to use communication strategies so that populations
can hear about us and that authorities recognise us as an
Association of Working Children and Youth

- to appeal to the authorities and partners so that access to the
ICT’s can be provided to all.

WCYfacetheChallenge
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Early exodus and 
child traf ficking

Achievements and developments
The sensitisation activities on literacy and
advocacy were intended for:
- children who live in villages
- vulnerable children (idling children,
Koranic pupils -Talibés-)
- children who are victims of mistreat-
ment, violence, etc.
- minors (children below 18) in children's
houses
- authorities, parents and employers who
are also engaged in our activities.
More than 2,395 villages were reached.
21,589 children learned how to read and
write in the villages and in neighbou-
rhoods. 46,696 children benefited from the
listening, counselling, and support activi-
ties. Among them, 19,463 were guided.
A survey conducted by the AMWCY on
the mobility of children has indicated the
interest of village communities in organi-
sing themselves into groups for the defen-
ce of children's rights. 
In town, the Koranic pupils (Talibés) and
their marabouts (spiritual guides) agreed
to reduce the time spent by the children to
go around begging and granted them the
right to learn how to read and write, to
learn a petty trade or to undertake an IGA.
Parents and traditional leaders, through
financial contributions, material and
human resources, help children to stay in
the villages

Dif ficulties 
- lack of training centres
- lack of assistance for the IGAs of chil-
dren in the villages
- inadequate capacity to mobilise
resources.

Perspectives 
- to continue visiting villages and neigh-
bourhoods in order to meet with parents
and exchange with them and to listen to
the children as well as guiding them and
even train them
- to intensify initiatives against all forms
of mistreatment.
- to encourage the children in the villages
to organise themselves in order to defend
their rights.

Achievements and developments
Our collaboration or partnership with the
authorities or institutions improved with
the funding of projects, the implementa-
tion of Programmes of implementation of
children's rights, poverty reduction
through IGAs, institutional strengthening
of coordination and AWCYs, the improve-
ment of internal and external communica-
tion as well as improvement in the fight
against violence and child trafficking.

Invitations are extended reciprocally
extended between the AWCYs and part-
ners in order to take part in discussions.

Technical assistance is given through the
provision of competent human resources
for the AWCYs.

Dif ficulties
- lack of a clear vision from some authori-
ties about the importance of the self-orga-
nisation of the WCYs
- failure from some partners to respect
commitments/clauses memorandums of
understanding
- complex administrative and financial
structures of some partners.

Perspectives 
- to better organise our AWCYs in order to
better understand the areas of intervention 

Collaboration and relationship with the authorities

of partners so as to know how to negotiate for
short, medium and long term programmes

- to continue engaging partners in organi-
sing our activities and programmes

- to organise evaluation meetings with our
partners and to work towards an effective
and and an audit of accounts (instruction
manual of accounts) of funds of our
AWCYs and national co-ordinations.

Working group on exodus and trafficking Minister, partners and WCY’ s

Ghanaian diplomat's visit to the WCY’ s

Facilitation of training workshops by WCYs and elders

Comic strips

Income
Generating
Activities

Intr oduction
to the 

computer

WCYfacetheChallenge
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On November 5th, in the afternoon, partici-
pants paid a visit to the AWCY's in
Cotonou, Lac Nokoué, Ouidah and Porto
Novo.

In Cotonou, the participants were welcomed
at Emmaus by the AWCY which includes
members  of  grassroots groups of Kapé,
Minonkpo and Saint Rita who are attending
literacy courses there.

Then the participants met with the WCYs of
Dantokpa Market and visited la “Place du
Souvenir” which was formerly called la
“Place des Martyrs”.

The closing ceremony was presided over
by a civil servant from the Ministry of
Health who expressed satisfaction with the
participants over the outcome of the work
sessions during the meeting, saying:
"Benin is a law-abiding state and as such,
will continue to give you its support
through the respect of your rights…".
Following these words and the reading of
the final declaration of the meeting by a 

We held a panel discussion on the theme:
"20 years of the Convention of the Rights
of the Child (CRC): the children and
youths are building their rights”.The dis-
cussion was held in the presence of part-
ners like Child Fund, CLOSE, the
Ministry of Health of Benin, Plan Benin,
and UNDP.

Each of them presented the objectives of
their organisations and the activities that
they undertake in a bid to improve chil-
dren's living conditions.

Child Fund intervenes in several domains
related to children including training, pre-
gnant women's and children's health, as
well as the strengthening of children's
rights. The Child Fund Representative
assured the participants of his institution's
support to the AMWCY.

CLOSE intervenes in the follow-up of the
Convention concerning the rights of the
child which was ratified by the Benin
State. CLOSE also intervenes in the pro-
tection of the child.

Its activities are based on four principles:
the best interest of the child, indiscrimina-
tion, child participation, protection, as
well as follow-up.

The objective of the Health Ministry of
Benin is to ensure health care for the enti-
re population of the country.

Plan Benin is mainly involved in the sustai-
nable improvement of the quality of life of
children and also undertakes activities in
two districts of the country. It also takes care
of children's health (through the construc-
tion of health centres), education (through
the construction of classrooms), hygiene
and cleaning of the environment, etc.

For her part, the Representative of Plan
Benin said that: the AWCY is an organisa-
tion which "represents the voices of forgot-
ten children…"and that the organisation can
count on the support of her institution in the
implementation of its different activities.

After giving the historical background of
the CRC, the UNDPRepresentative intro-
duced the United Nations Agency as an
institution in charge of assisting all of its
member countries in the fight against
poverty and especially against child traf-
ficking.

Following the intervention of of different
partners, the participants expressed their
different concerns to which the speakers
responded.

Panel

Visit of the AWCYs of Benin

Another group visited Nakoué where they
were welcomed by the Mayor and, toge-
ther with the grassroots groups, they dis-
cussed several issues and particularly the
strengthening of partnership between the
AWCY and the City Hall as well as ways
of improving the living conditions of
WCYs of the district.

In Ouidah, we paid a visit to the grassroots
groups, before visiting the Snake location.

In Porto Novo, after holding discussions
with the grassroots groups, the participants
went on to discover the Royal Palace.

Closing ceremony and concert

member of the AMWCY, the
Representative of the Ministry of Health
declared the 8th meeting of the Movement
closed. The partners, including ENDA
Tiers Monde, Italianat, Plan Finland,
ProNat, etc., were awarded medals.

On Friday night, tattended a concert which
was performed by several Beninese artists.

It brought together all of the participants in
a good atmosphere and fraternity,
while gifts were handed over to all
of the delegations.

WCY's on stage singing along 
with a young budding singer

WCYfacetheChallenge
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The AWCY is made up of 196 associations
which include 1,749 grassroots groups. It
consists of 260,824 members and sympa-
thisers of which 95,787 are members. In
2009, the sympathisers numbered more
than the members with a proportion of 2
sympathisers to 1 member. However, we
note a difference between some countries
which do not have sympathisers and some
others which have between 7 to 10 times
more sympathisers. And for others, the
number of sympathisers is about 2 to 1
member.

There is a great disparity with regard to the
number of members of our Movement
where in several countries, the number of
members varies between 7,000 and 14,000
whereas others have approximately 2.000
and 3,000 members.

The 1,794 grassroots groups which make
up the AWCY have an average of 55 mem-
bers each. The number of members

Discussions on several issues…

Evaluation of 
the AMWCY

Presentation of statistics

Evaluation results indicate that:
- new membership to the Movement
vary according to localities
- the main capacity building activities of
the WCYs are training programmes on the
12 rights, literacy courses in the national
language and in French, advocacy/lobby,
Participatory Research Action (PAR),
management of Income Generating
Activities (IGAs), awareness campaigns
on Sexually Transmissible Diseases
(STD), HIV/AIDS and family planning.

Impor tance of the programme: the
planned objectives of the AMWCY are
similar to those of some NGOs and other
partners of child protection. The local
needs that are resolved by the WCYs are
important to several actors.
Effectiveness of the assistance to the
AWCY: The activities of the WCYs turn
out to be effective because they contri-
bute to the adoption of a common vision
that is directed towards new aspirations
for the children and youth who are left
out on their own.
Effectiveness of the programme: the
resources available to the AWCs in order
to execute their programs are inadequate
and are provided late, but the assistance
to them is effective indeed.
Impact of the different trainings: this is
apparent by the improvement in the know-
ledge of the WCYs and their daily life.
Sustainability of the achievements of
the programme: this is evident through
the acknowledgement and recognition of
the Movement in different neighbou-
rhoods, the local ownership of the
AMWCY vision and institutional
entrenchment in various neighbourhoods.

Recommendations
- to disseminate information to the
National Coordination and grassroots
groups without distinction,
- to organise the selection process of
WCYs to enable them attend training,
participate in meetings and other activi-
ties and for all concerned actors to bene-
fit from them,
- to give more visibility to AWCYs,
- to equip the AWCYs with infrastructu-
re that could house their meetings and
other activities, 
- to protect the AWCY's from being
overshadowed by the supporting struc-

turesWorking group: exchange on the different and important issues of the AMWCY

per association is 3,000 for some associa-
tions and 18 for some others. The catego-
ry according to sex presents inequalities
which often tend to diminish.

Children represent 72.9% of the number of
members of the Movement. However, we
noticed a tendency to decrease, with a chil-
dren's rate which varies between 54 and
67% in some countries.

Recommendations
- to set a minimum criteria for the number of
members to be registered in order to be reco-
gnised as an association by the AMWCY
- to keep children's recruitement
- do not recruit youths,
- to undertake activities that could be of
interest to children,
- to know how to say "stop and give way
to other children" when children reach a
certain age
- to keep to a quota of 2 or 3 youths for 10
children in the leadership of the AMWCY.

- Effective participation of childr en in the sessions

WCYfacetheChallenge
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From 25 to 26 November 2009, the plat-
form made up of 8 regional agencies inclu-
ding (ILO, ENDA, AMWCY, IOM Plan,
Save the Children Sweden, Terre des
Hommes and UNICEF) met to discuss on
the West Regional Child Mobility Project.
This platform helped deepening the reflec-
tion on the experiences of mobile children
(trafficking, migration, handing-over,
early exodus…) in order to improve the
effectiveness of the approaches of actors
in the struggle against trafficking and the
protection of mobile children.

The workshop was preceded by a prepara-
tory phase with a reduced group.
Presentations were made on the research
conducted as well as on the results of
ongoing Research, capitalisation meetings
in Burkina Faso, Benin, Guinea Conakry
and Togo and on the two summarized sug-
gestions on:

- points emanating from the documents on
mobility, child trafficking in West Africa,

"Before coming to Benin, we had infor-
med the entire Italian media as well as
the associations and agencies which
work for children about what was going
to happen there and that we will give
them the results when we return.

…Italianats was established in 2000
and is made up of associations, NGOs
and the central organisation of fair
trade. All of them support the develop-
ment of WCYs. Italianats has a repre-
sentative in Latin America and who is
here and is called Giangi Shibotto  and
is very impressed by your experience.

…We publish a monthly news bulletin
in which we talk about one country of
the African movement at the time
(grassroots groups, the 12 rights, IGAs
and the activities concerning the social,
cultural, geographical and traditional
aspects of the countries concerned).

The Day of the African Child on 16
June 2009 was organised in collabora-
tion with the Association of Young
African immigrants who want to esta-
blish a documentation centre on the
African Movement…that is why we are
interviewing delegations…we held the
second meeting in 2004 in Berlin and
was attended by some of you as well as
by the Italian President and Vice
President of the Child Parliamentary
Commission.

In Kundapur, we held the third world
meeting.In Siena in 2006 and in 2008
we collaborated in the Latino-American
meeting in Bogota in Colombia where
we underscored the importance of
Italianats.

…We also translate the Calao Express
bulletin from French to Spanish and
Italian, every month. We have noted
positive results from the Italian
Parliament on child labour.

…We wish the Movement success and
good results for the whole of Africa and
children from all over the world.
Aldo Prestipino - Chairman, Italianats

Intr oduction of Italianats

Intr oduction of Italianats

Presentation of a research paper
"Mobile children: from "victims to "actors"

On 10 June, an international seminar of researchers was held in Accra on the theme:
"mobile children in West Africa". It was co-organised by the Universities of Legon in
Ghana and Sussex in Britain in collaboration with the "Regional Platform of
Organisations on mobile children  in West Africa" which includes ILO, ENDA, the
AMWCY, IOM, Plan, Save, Terre des Hommes, UNICEF. Harouna Moussa presented
a research paper entitled: "Mobile children: from "victims to "actors". The audience lis-
tened attentively to the AMWCY presentation and its strategies helped to understand
the alternatives undertaken by populations as well as the limits of the activities of the
institutions. In the end, participants highly appreciated children's strategy to work as
actors alongside their communities.

Visits to Spain, Finland and Romania
The AMWCY and ENDAwere invited by Save the Children Spain to participate in
public meetings in Madrid, Barcelona and in several other localities. Seynabou of the
AWCY of Dakar took part in the meetings alongside a representative of the National
Movement of Peru. These meetings enabled the AMWCY participant to introduce the
association's activities and projects with the view to establishing partnerships in the
future. Plan Finland invited Salamata and Tounkara to take part in the Youth Act II in
Basrov in Romania after a week-long activity in Helsinki. Accompanied by the FLNO
Children's Council, Salamata and Tounkara spoke about the AMWCY, its activities
including the 8th meeting of the AMWCY that took place in Cotonou, and explained
about the ongoing evaluation of the AMWCY and about the impact of the programme
in general. In Romania, the AMWVY shared its experiences on ICT's, as well as the
research paper "Mobile children: from "victims to "actors".

From Bassam straight to New York!
In partnership with Save the Children from Côte d'Ivoire, the children made drawings
and wrote poems in order to share their living conditions experiences in war zones with
the UN Security Council about their life in conflict zones. Drawings and poems from

the AWCY from Grand Bassam were sent to the members of the UN Security
Council who were deeply moved.

Regional platform on the mobility project 
Preparatory meeting to the summary workshop

International activities of the AMWCY

as well as on what should be done further
and what needed more documentation.

- practices undertaken by communities in
the protection of children concerned with
mobility and suggestions from reflections
to be developed in the Terms of Reference
of the research on the social norms that the
platform intends to achieve.

Following the analysis and recommenda-
tions, the definition of the words (early,
worst forms of mobility, definition of a
child's age) needed to be examined and
clarified to enhance a common understan-
ding. 

Exchanges on phases 1 and 2 of the project
helped to elucidate the broadened perspec-
tive towards other countries in West and
Central Africa (Anglophone and
Francophone countries) for newer alterna-
tives and to improve the effectiveness of
our activities in protecting children
concerned with mobility and the struggle
against child trafficking.

WCYfacetheChallenge
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Education, health and entertainment:
WCYs contribute towards the blossoming of theircommunities

Comics : WCY education, health and entert ainment WCYfacetheChallenge
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The AWCY of Benin sei-
zed advantage of the 8th
Meeting of the AMWCY
to finalise its silkscreen
printing project in partner-
ship with Italianats and the
Ministry of Public
Administration which
authorises the establish-
ment of projects in our
country. The town of
Véneto in Italy gave its approval to the
project whose funding has already been
received and which is due to start in
January 2010.
The silkscreen printing project allows us
to be trained and also enables us to print T-
shirts, bags, posters, head ties, caps, etc.
not only to increase the resources of our 
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Burkina Faso

Silkscreen printing project for WCY’ s

WCY and partners from Italianats
AWCYs, but to help us manage our busi-
ness, to reduce charges paid to other struc-
tures and to better highlight our activities.
By reinforcing our IGAs, our National
Coordination can better organise other
activities such as the day-long commemo-
ration events.

Xavier Aide Sylvain

The Lac AWCY (located within the So-
Ava district): performing the strengthe-
ning of the right to enjoy oneself and to
play and the right to expression and get-
ting organised.

Right to entertainment at Lac

From 2 to 4 December 2009 in Hotel
Fifatin, in Bohicon, the National
Coordination of Benin WCY's took part in
the UNICEF annual planning session.. The
meeting helped us to make an annual sum-
mary of our activities and to draw up pers-
pectives.

At the end of the annual review, the WCYs
of Benin were retained for UNICEF's plan-
ning in order to produce the “AWCY-B”
Info magazine, to undergo training in radio
animation, to reintegrate children in schools
and training centres and to set up 14
Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STD) clubs
for WCYs in 14 towns in Benin in 2010.

Xavier Aide Sylvain

Benin WCY's: 
2010 action plan 
with UNICEF

Different games organized by the WCY's

The National Coordination of the Working Children and Youth of Burkina Faso
(CN/AWCYBF) has been existing officially and legally since March 2008 and under
the licence number 2008/112/MATD/SG/DGLPAP/DOASOC and has been developing
several activities with the AWCYand the grassroots groups in all of the towns.

In October 2009, the AWCY of Koupéla signed a 3-year memorandum of understanding
with the Project for the Child Protection
(PCP) of the local Red Cross in order to
identify orphans and vulnerable children in
a number of villages and identified loca-
tions. Following that exercise, children of
school-going age were taken care of and
enrolled in schools while those above that
age were taken to workshops built by the
project in their localities.

The WCYs of Koudougou have developed several activities in order to strengthen their
12 rights and those in favour of children: 13 radio programmes on children's rights, on
child abuse, were aired, the worst forms of child labour, the consequences linked to early
migration as well as child trafficking including 14 discussions/debates on mistreatment
of children.

The AWCY received two trainings on IGAs which have helped WCYs to master marke-
ting techniques and management of their businesses. Five WCYs benefited from the trai-
ning, while 105 WCY's from the grassroots level were given feedback.

In Zorgho, it was through drama performances and other evening cultural activities which
were organised by the AWCY that we undertook public awareness campaigns on early
migration and child trafficking as well as on HIV/AIDS. Besides literacy courses for
WCYs, the AWCY participates in blood donation at the health centres in the localities.

As for the WCYs of Boussé, they undertake public awareness on HIV/AIDS followed by
evening parties in the villages of Googba, Kikilma, Tinalinga and Niou with the assis-
tance of the social action departement.

In Zinaré, a film show (footage on child protection) was conducted in three localities and
grassroots groups from two villages in partnership with the supporting structure and vil-
lage chiefs. Literacy courses were conducted for 35 children and 15 youths, in partner-
ship with school principals.                                   Seydou Simboro and Kinda Rosalie

We organised awareness campaigns on
HIV/AIDS at the “Roque Santero” and
“Asa-Branca” markets and in post offices
in Luanda. Present at the sessions were the
representatives  supporting structures
which work with children including the
Ministry of Social Affairs and internatio-
nal HIV/AIDS organisations in Angola, as
well as many children and youth (especial-
ly girls) took part in them.
A training on the Convention on the Rights
of the Child as well as discussions on our
12 rights were held in schools and in
neighbourhoods in Luanda. We used door-
to-door visits and drama performances to
sensitise the population on on child abuse.
During the African Nations Cup soccer
tournament, a football match was organi-
sed with  the grassroots groups in a bid to
make the population know about our
AWCY.

Joaquim Marcos Simao de Souza

Sensitization of WCY’ s

WCYfacetheChallenge
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Côte d’Ivoir e

Cameroon

Burundi

- From June 2009, the WCYs of Bubanza
decided to regularly visit hospitalised chil-
dren and especially orphans and those
children from poor homes in order to give
them food and clothing collected in the
neighbourhood of the town.

We want to sensitize their parents and the
authorities about the difficulties these chil-
dren are facing, so as to better enable the
citizens to understand our activities, why
we undertake them and how we go about
them as WCYs. People gradually unders-
tand us better, as the participation of chil-
dren to our activities improves

- The committee members of the AWCY
of Burundi, alongside animators (facilita-
tors) pay frequent visits to children who
undertake different kinds of economic
activities in the streets and who are often

WCY's celebrate Christmas
With the assistance of the City Hall and
the youth committee in the neighbou-
rhood, the AWCY from Bonoua celebrated
Christmas with the children of the town at
the Youth Centre in the presence of the
administrative and traditional authorities.
After the WCY's and movements of chil-
dren paraded down town, these children
joyfully took part in a bazaar where some
artist performed. Using moving words,
children competed with each other in a
song and poem contest on children's rights
and obligations.

Music group:
Collectif 1 + 1

Collectif 1 + 1 is a music group of two
WCY's who sensitise the people on chil-
dren's rights through music and lyrics
which appeal to the public opinion and
especially the authorities, in order to help
children plan for  a better future. The
group performed during the International
Literacy Day, on 16 June, on 20 November
and performed on several occasions during
socio-cultural activities for children and
youth.

Celebrating 20 years of the
CRC in Grand Bassam

The WCY's from Côte d'Ivoire, in collabo-
ration with the Abel Community in Grand
Bassam and with the support of Save the
Children Finland, organized a day-long
commemoration for the 20th anniversary
of the Convention on the Rights of
Children (CRC). The WCYs and other
child movements marched together and
dressed in T-shirts while carrying their
banners. Alongside the authorities and
partners, they watched the performances
of the Vatta ballet dancers.
It should also be noted that the AWCY of
Korhogo celebrated the International
Human Rights Day on 10 December 2009
on the theme: "No to discrimination, let's
promote human rights!"

Otchounou Franck and Paré Isouf

On Friday, 4 December 2009, the AWCY
organised a day-long sensitisation campai-
gn on HIV/AIDS and a conference/debate
on the theme: "We must talk about it"..; to
speak out and to inform people who are
pretending to ignore these acts, but also
warn people who spread the pandemic or
inflict this violence to admit responsibility.

victims of police raids and are eventually
taken to the police stations. The WCYs try
to identify them through the police records
and sensitise them on the right to stay in
their families. 
Many of them take to the advice of the
WCYs and take part in the activities of the
AWCY.

- An income generating show was organi-
sed in the district of Gihanga (Bubanga
province) as well as in the district of
Gatumba (Bujumbura rural province) in
order to sensitise the inhabitants on the 12
rights and to collect funds for the AWCY's
activities. 

The money obtained also helped in pur-
chasing exercise books for the WCYs and
orphaned children who attend classes.

Niyifasha Josélyne

Sensitisation on HIV/AIDS and child abuse
The WCYs and the public acknowledged
that this sensitization campaign was very
educative and interesting. One of the
parents who is a civil servant, decided to
assist us with our activities. That is very
useful for our association which seeks
official recognition from the  authorities.

Nadege Mawamba

WCY activities with other childr en

WCYfacetheChallenge
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Gambia

Ethiopia
Sensitisation on 12 rights

Ghana

The WCYs have
achieved a lot on
the 12 rights
through ques-
tions-and-answers
games, musical
and drama shows,
distribution of ties
and posters at
mass gatherings.
This made it pos-
sible to set up new
grassroots groups
and to broaden the
ranks of the
AWCY Addis
Ababa. More than
700 WCYs and
other children
attended the
public events that were organised by the AWCYs and its friends.

Tsion Dinku

Information on Female Genital Mutilations
The WCY’s from Barra took part in a public awareness caravan that was organised by
GAMCOTRAP with the view to
sensitise the Gambian people on
the negative effects of some tra-
ditional practices like Female
Genital Mutilations (FGM's), in
particular.

This practice entails a lot of risks,
especially towards children who
are the most vulnerable ones.
That caravan reached thousands
of Gambians and now communi-
ties seem to be more aware of
the dangers of FGM's.

Training within grassroots groups
The AWCY from Gambia has set up a group of children called "Voice of Children" and
since Barra is one of the major crossroad towns in the Gambia, the children living around
the town are always victims of abuse, violence and even of child trafficking. The "Voice
of Children" has sensitised its peers, age groups and the community on the dangers of the
use of tobacco, 'ginz' (inhaling of glue), drugs and all sorts of abuses and violence against
children. Following that awareness campaign, many children joined the AWCY and
eventually abandoned those harmful acts to the health. Parents highly approved the move
made by the WCYs.

Twenty-five children also benefited from training in producing cartoons on children's
rights and so that later on, those rights could be illustrated through images.

Pamodou Senghore

Animation of WCYs during 
the information campaigns

Guinea Bissau

We organised a dye trade show in collabo-
ration with DANIDA on 15 October 2009.
Our objective was to present some pro-
ducts that are made by the association and
to raise funds for our public activities. This
show attracted many people who were very
eager to know more about our activities

Since then, we have been able to share
more information with the community on
the rights of the child. It relieves us a lot to
notice that the community changed its
mind about the way it treated children and
also to see the way children's rights were
fully respected. 

Now, we are aware that the community
really cares about children's rights and
allows them to take part into the AWCY's
activities.

WCYof Ghana

Dye trade show

The WCYs of Guinea Bissau organised a day-
long meeting in Gabu with friends from
Senegal in order to exchange their experiences
on the guidance of their activities in the two
countries. The meeting helped in identifying
the problems of our AWCYs and to improve
the management of our structures whose acti-
vities benefit more than 400 WCYs.

Our sensitisation campaign on the
STDs/AIDS is more appreciated by the
WCYs and the community with whom we
celebrated the World AIDS Day on
1 December. The modes of transmission of
the pandemic were fully explained and the
WCYs now know how to avoid HIV/AIDS
infection and STD's

We organised two national workshops on
the IGAs in order to enable the WCYs to
improve and ensure the sustainability of
their economic activities and to live in better
conditions. Other trainings on community
life, female genital mutilation, introduction
to computer science and project writing hel-
ped in building WCY's capacity who are
better skilled to back up their friends in
grassroots groups. Communication at the
grassroots level is strengthened and the
documents of the AMWCY are highly
appreciated.

Sabino Samha

Capacity building 
of WCYsCommunication of WCYs on their rights

WCYfacetheChallenge
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Guinea Conakry

Mauritania

Mali

A procession for the pro-
tection of the rights of the
children against the worst
forms of labour was orga-
nised by the WCYs of
Conakry that streched
over a kilometer. The
WCYs were accompanied
by many children, youths,
employers and parents.
The WCYs held out ban-
ners in their hands in front
of ministries, hospitals
and authorities. They
shouted slogans against
child abuse and urged
partners to support the
strengthening of the rights of the child in
Guinea.
During the African Child Day which was
organised by the Government of Guinea
and the Children's Parliament, the children
presented a sketch on children's rights
before more than 2,000 spectators.
Alongside with the child parliamentarians,
we spoke about the 12 rights, talked about
the AMWCY and its objectives and
demonstrated their connection with our
objectives, with those of the WCYs and
child parliamentarians.
Following the 8th meeting of the
AMWCY, we organised two radio pro-
grammes on Nostalgie and Safari FM
radio stations and explained about the acti-
vities that we undertake for children.
These two radio stations are ready to

Sensitisation on the rights

collaborate with us in order to make our
activities known to the public.
It was within the same framework that the
AWCY of Faranah undertook an aware-
ness campaign on the "Knowledge of
Practical Attitude (KPA)" in collaboration
with the German Technical Cooperation
(GTZ). Over a period of 12 days, the acti-
vities made it possible for us to attain
many of our objectives, along with other
partners and with the massive participation
of WCYs and local organisations.
In Kissidougou, the WCYs paid a visit to
prisoners at the Central Prison and shared
a meal with them and discussed the issue
of 15 of them including four girls in a bid
to accelerate the trial process so as to
enable them to return to their homes
without further judicial pursuits.

Kadiatou Diallo

In a bid to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the CRC,
the WCYs expressed their ideas through photography
in the presence of their friends and partners. A training
session on photography was organised over a period
of five days for children coming from different hori-
zons. For the WCYs, these images play an important
role in the dissemination of information, knowledge
transfer, artistic creation and advocacy.

The training was intended for young camera users and
experienced photographers among the WCYs and

members of partner structures. The follow up will be
undertaken by the AWCYs in order to learn about the progress made by those who were
trained and how they are using the tool in promoting the rights of the child.

The towns of Bougouni, Diadjoubéra, Kita, Houtiala, Youwarou and Sikasso were visi-
ted in order to strengthen the capacity of grassroots groups on the community life and to
prepare them to receive the Technical Assistance Group of the "Dioula" sub group. The
partners of the WCYs of these towns took part before and during the different missions
and continue to accompany them in strengthening the rights.

Sekou Keita and Isaak Traoré 

Madagascar

WCYs intr oduce themselves to photography

Learning photography

A new grassroots group was set up at
Fokontany d'Ambanidia where the local
authorities promised to support its activi-
ties. The group which is comprised of five
members and who undertake small jobs
including tailoring, porters, fetching
water, etc, had selected this neighbou-
rhood to organise themselves and regroup
the WCYs. A neighbourhood leadership
training was organised by the Committee
for the Training of Educational Animators
or CFAE for ENDA in the Indian Ocean
region.The training was intended for chil-
dren and youth who intervene with the
people living in difficult situations. The
WCYs who were trained over a period of
one month learned how to adapt to their
communities and social environment.
After the evaluation and presentation of
life projects for each one of them, two
WCYs in the persons of Jérémie and
Fivoarana who took part in the training,
received the Aptitude Certificates and
added to the strength of the association. 

Marie Eugénie Rabarivelo

Training of WCY leader

With the support of the AMWCY and
ENDA Tiers Monde, the Coordination of
the AWCYs of Mauritania held a training
session in Nouakchott on the setting up
and management of projects. Twenty-five
participants including 18 WCYs and
Talibés (Koranic pupils) took part in the
training that was designed to teach the par-
ticipants about how to establish a project
emanating from an idea and how to elabo-
rate funding requests to submit to partners.
For the first time, the Talibés were trained
in the methodology of the AMWCY
during the capacity building sessions of
the WCYs. They then joined the formal
educational system.
The other training courses were done for
the WCYs in IGAs, Participatory Action
Research, computer education, tailoring
and dyeing, etc.  Public awareness cam-
paigns on HIV/AIDS during the weeklong
celebration of the International Day of the
Child enabled us to reach a large number
of people and to make them understand the
12 rights and the AMWCY. Our grassroots
groups and associations continue to be
strengthened while membership increases.

Wade Abdrahmane

WCY training 
workshops

WCYfacetheChallenge
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RwandaDemocratic
Repubic 
of Congo

NigeriaNiger

The WCYs of Dosso organised a
chat/debate in the villages of Farandey,
Tidirka and within the wrestling rings in
order to warm people about the migration
of children who, immediately after the
farming season, travel away in the hope
of living a better life abroad.

In Niamey, awareness campaigns are
undertaken in collaboration with a group
of disabled and volunteer artisans, as well
as in the minor's department within the
Niamey prison.

In Gaya, large public awareness campai-
gns were held in villages and neighbou-
rhoods.

Awareness campaigns were based on:
child trafficking and early migration, chil-
dren's mistreatments and economic exploi-
tation. Through the interventions during
the chat/debates, the WCYs explained the 

Sensitisation in Nigertowns

Animation by the WCYs of Dosso
treasons which push children to migrate:
their parents' poverty, poor rains, the sear-
ch for a better life, etc..

With the assistance of supporting struc-
tures and partners, WCY's undertake pre-
vention activities, such as micro credit
towards children and parents for IGA's,
literacy courses for children and the imple-
mentation of their 12 rights.

Salamata Amani

In Kinshasha, the AEJT held a General
Assembly to elect new board in the pre-
sence of delegates from grassroots groups,
members of the supporting structure, the
Cabinet Director of the Minister of
Labour, Employment and Social Welfare,
the media and partners (Save the Children,
Solidairy Center, UNICEF, etc..). The par-
ticipants talked about their activities,
achievements, difficulties and techniques
for setting up a functional National
Coordination.
The EJTparticipated in the drafting of a
law on children's rights in the presence of
partners and authorities of Kinshasa. The
WCY's organised radio programmes, as
well as the cleaning and dredging of a 10-
meter canal was undertaken in the
Kavimvira/Cité of Uvira neighbourhood
by the WCYs.
Computer and Internet trainings were also
conducted in Kinshasha and Bukavu with
the help of supporting structures GRA-
MID and PEDER. The group members
were introduced to basic word processing,
to the registration of Email addresses and
how to consult web pages
Donatien Tshidibi and Patrick Murhula

WCY’ s activities
A friendly match 
between boys and girls
A friendly soccer match was played
between the grassroots groups of
Mageragere (boys) and Susuruka
(girls) in a bid to strengthen the
right to enjoy oneself and develop
friendship between the two groups.
The girls' team won the match by 2
goals to 1. The girls were very
happy since female soccer is not
well developed in Rwanda.

After the match, the players organised a debate on how to promote the association. The
conclusion was that every WCY must participate in the decision-making process and
should make recommendations in order to improve the living conditions of children and

the community life of the AWCY’s.

Girls are more involved in
traditional dances

While the boys were more interested in
playing football, the little girls of the
grassroots group called the "Best
Friends" took to dance rehearsals on the
same training ground.

Niyigaba Uwase Liliane

With the support of the AMWCY, the
AWCY of Nigeria held a workshop on pig-
gery and poultry farming with the aim of
training the WCYs on how to organise,
manage and sustainably maintain an
Income Generating Activity (IGA).

This training helped the WCYs to genera-
te income for the association through the
profits made from the IGAs.

Twenty-four WCYs from Ajegunle,
Badagry and Owode took part in the work-
shop that was facilitated by some elders in
the presence of animators/facilitators from
the supporting structure. Skills which the
WCY' acquired during the training work-
shop, help them to undertake poultry far-
ming and enables them to earn money
which they use to set up other activities in
their associations.

Elijah Akonasu

WCY's right to enter tainment:
when girls dominate boys

The WCYs football team

AWCYs' Income
Generating Activities

WCYfacetheChallenge
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WCY's implementation of their rights: trainings and apprenticeship

WCYfacetheChallenge



24 AWCYs activities, Children and Supporting StructuresAWCYs activities, Children and Supporting Structures

Togo

Senegal Chad

Zimbabwe

National Coordination's General Assembly
In 2009, the National Coordination of the AWCY of Senegal held a general assembly in
order to elect a new steering committee and to renew officials responsible for decision
making. After reading the report on the acti-
vities for the strengthening of the 12 rights
of the Movement, the exchange of commu-
nication in our AWCY and grassroots as
well as the assessment of the resource
mobilisation activities, we spoke about the
difficulties we face in implementing our
activities and especially on the streamlining
of activities. Once the National
Coordination was set up, Khoudia Diop, the
national delegate was elected as the chair-
person. The other positions were filled
through consensus.

Sensitisation on the importance of birth certificates
With the support of the Italian project AIRN, the WCYs of Saint Louis sensitised their
peers on the importance of Birth Certificates. A big demonstration was organised in the
outskirts of Sor, in the neighbourhood of Pikine Tacke where 35 children received their
birth certificates and were enrolled in Grade 1.                                       Sophie Thiam

The 20th anniversary of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child (CRC) is different
from the other days. Children throughout
the world celebrate that day.  The children
of Ndjamena did the same. Many children
and youth from different neighbourhoods
and horizons gathered early in the morning
at the DON BOSCO youth centre. The
WCYs who stood beside their friends took
part in the exchange of experiences and
listened to the songs and poems on chil-
dren's rights which were specially written
for that day.

In the evening, in the big hall of the centre,
a musician by the name of SULTANT (for
whom child abuse is a big concern) gave a
breathtaking concert through a song entit-
led "CHILD SOLDIER". In the course of
this concert, WCY's sang songs and read
poems on their 12 rights.

Djetatorem Sadock

WCY's celebrate the 20th
anniversary of the CRC

The AWCY of Togo is undertaking  activi-
ties with the "Youngest Ones" of the
Association. During each general assem-
bly that is held at the end of every month,
the AWCY organises literacy and compu-
ter courses for the "Youngest Ones" in
order to introduce them to the use of com-
puter. Through this training on
Information and Communication
Technologies, they are now able to type
their own reports, to play games and do
simple calculations on Excel programme.
Like any other youth, children also request
for assistance in a bid to master computer
techniques, as well as its environment.
Once they are trained, some of them are
able to design their business cards even
though they still are considered as "little
apprentices". Others create their Email
addresses and blogs which allow them to
communicate with their friends from
grassroots groups and the AWCY as well
as with their friends in other organisations
throughout the world.
Benjamine Agbodjan and A. Edoh Komlan

Intr oduction to the ICTs

Organising ourselves to bettersensitise on ourrights

Steering committee on the radio

Intr od
ucing
the

"youn -
gest

ones"
to the
com-
puter

National Coordination conducts a training workshop forWCY's
The National Coordination of the Organised Group of Children of Zimbabwe organised
a training workshop during five days for children's associations with the support of Save
the Children Norway, in order to equip the associations to learn skills on how to plan and
manage projects, train children on the rights of the child and to enable them to better mas-
ter and implement them.

In the associations of Manicaland (Katiyo), Harare (Chitungwiza) and Midlands
(Zvishavani) the children are now very dynamic. They involve the local authorities in their
activities. With the recognition of their activities, the children have confidence and can
call on the authorities for any issue concerning them and can persuade them to show more
consideration for children's associations. The WCYs offer their support to other children
who live in difficult situations and help them to face challenges. These children can
express themselves in places of their own where their concerns are taken into account. 

Establishment of resource centres
The resource centres are spaces where chil-
dren conduct their activities and which also
serve as information centres. The centres are
equipped with information, educational and
communication equipment including enter-
tainment kits and reading equipment. With
the support of Save the Children, five centres
have been set up for children. In Katiyo, the
local community helped in building a larger-
capacity hall. These centres also help the chil-
dren to undertake effective and sustainable
self-funded activities. More than 500 children
use these centres and many more will use them in the future.

Samuel Mandiwana

More consideration forWCYs by the autorities

WCYs in a resource centre

WCYfacetheChallenge



25AWCYs activities, Children and Supporting StructuresAWCYs activities, Children and Supporting Structures

M
es

so
u 

P
ac

ôm
e

WCYfacetheChallenge



What I need
I need to know how to read and to live
I need to have someone to talk to and to
express myself
I need help and training
I need love and a family
I need to bear a name with a birth certi-
ficate
I am just a child, please, help me!

Otchoumou Franck
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Here's to you,
AWCY!

AWCY, you are the one who gets chil-
dren together from the four corners of
the world
You are the focal point, the gatherer, the
one who shelters old as well as new
comers in your home named "AWCY"
You make no difference between old
and new comers
You put everybody on the same pedes-
tal
You give the opportunity to the children
to meet each other
You are the heart-warming root of chil-
dren and youth who want to discover
themselves
Ah AWCY!  A job is what we are see-
king everyday, please GOD
You travel from towns to villages and
other places. Spread your wings and fly
around the world
Your experience is put forward in hel-
ping children to defend their RIGHTS
which have been abused for such a long
time
You not only teach children to know
their rights, but you also give them the
tools to implement them
Oh AWCY! You spend your time orga-
nising your children and helping them
to get better living conditions
We shall never forget you
You taught us that, in order to achieve
our TWELVE RIGHTS, we have to go
through a day to day struggle.

Djetatorem Sadock 
WCYNdjamena (Chad)

Poem

Message forAfrica
Your children are praying

So that Africans can get and talk toge-
ther

So that peace can spread all over our
countries

From Côte d'ivoire to Casamance, up to
Sierra Leone, people are at war

Wherever there's fire, there's bloodshed

Bloodbath brings sadness everywhere

Sira Ndow
WCYof The Gambia

Song
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Mobile children: from
“victims” to “actors”

AMWCY ,  our futur e!
When I first got in touch with you, I was
illiterate
When I met you, you taught me about my
rights
When I joined you, you schooled me
Now that I am skilfull
I have been chosen to help the people
Because of all the things you taught me

A. Edoh Komlan

Poem

WCYfacetheChallenge
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nn ANGOLA
AEJT Luanda 
BAIRRO MARTIRES DE KIFANGON-
DO RUA14, CASA47, Luanda - Angola  
Tél : (244) 92 34 09 421 / 91 24 79 412
E-mail : blanchemanche@snet.co.ao
Joaquimmarcos03@yahoo.com.br
inafeliciano@yahoo.com.br

nn BENIN
National Coordination    
01BP3622 Cotonou
Tél : (229) 95 42 24 44 / 90 93 10 84
E-mails : aejtcotonou@yahoo.fr
AWCY Abomey  
AWCY Abomey - Calavi
AWCY Agbangnizou
AWCY Aguégué 
AWCY Allada
AWCY Avrankou
AWCY Bassila
AWCY Bembereké
AWCY Bohicon
AWCY Comé
AWCY Cotonou 
AWCY Cové
AWCY Dassa
AWCY Djougou
AWCY Grand Popo
AWCY Kandi
AWCY Ketou
AWCY Kpomassé
AWCY Lac Nokoué 
AWCYLokossa
AWCY Malanville
AWCY Misséréte
AWCY Ndali
AWCY Ouidah
AWCY Parakou
AWCY Porto-Novo
AWCY Zakpota
AWCY Zé
AWCY Zinvié

nn BURKINA FASO
National Coordination 
07 BP5383 Ouaga 07
Tél. : (226) 50 30 51 12 / 70 06 07 64
AEMO Ouagadougou - BP515   
E-mail : aejtbououaga2007@gmail.com
AWCY Banfora
AWCY Batié
AWCY Bobo Dioulasso
AWCY Boroma
AWCY Boulsa
AWCY Boussé
AWCY Dori
AWCY Fada Ngourma
AWCY Gaoua
AWCY Kaya
AWCY Koloko
AWCY kongoussi
AWCY Koudougou
AWCY Koupela
AWCY Orodara
AWCY Ouagadougou 
AWCY Ouahigouya
AWCY Ouargaye

AWCY Tenkodogo
AWCY Tougan
AWCY Yaba (Toma)
AWCY Ziniaré
AWCY Zorgo

nn BURUNDI
AWCY Bujumbura
S/c Kamenge Kigobe OPDE, 
BP5777 Bujumbura, 
Tél : (257) 79 99 09 92 
E-mail : aejtburubu@yahoo.fr
athanase1980@yahoo.fr
nijose18@yahoo.fr
AWCY Bubanza
AWCY Bujumbura rural

nn CAMEROON
National Coordination 
Entraide Maternelle Infantile du
Cameroun(EMICAM) 
BP20 312 Yaoundé
Tél. : (237) 550 23 30 / 7961 99 54
E-mails: ong_emicam@yahoo.fr
cevap02@yahoo.fr
joelndoumve@yahoo.fr
AWCY Akonolinga
AWCY Mbalmayo
AWCY Obala
AWCY Saa
AWCY Olola
AWCY Yaoundé

nn Democratic Republic of
CONGO (DRC)
National Coordination 
AWCY Bukavu
S/c PEDER - BP02 Cyangugu / 
Tél : (243) 99 80 90 113
E-mail : tdaquinrubambura@yahoo.fr
aejtbkvrdc@yahoo.fr,
pderbkv@yahoo.fr
AWCY Kinshasa
S/c GRAMID, Bakali N° 13, Lemba Super  
Tél : (243) 99 99 24 905 / 85 44 80 345
Email : gramid2002@yahoo.fr
AWCY Uvira

nn CÔTE D’IVOIRE
National Coordination 
BP89 Grand Bassam 
Tél : (225) 21 30 11 91 / 07 41 40 31 / 08 18 34 87
E-mails : coordinationaejtci@yahoo.fr,
johnspriker@yahoo.fr,
yvesrolandh@yahoo.fr,
fabiens900@yahoo.fr
AWCY Abidjan 
AWCY Adiacké
AWCY Aboisso 
AWCY Bonoua
AWCY Bouaké
AWCY Duékoué
AWCY Ferkéssidougou
AWCY Grand Bassam
AWCY Kor hogo 
AWCY Port Bouet
AWCY Toumodi

nn ETHIOPIA
AEJT addis ababa
s/c Multi-Purpose Community
Development Project (MCDP)

PO Box 26456, Addis Ababa Ethiopia
Tél : (251) - 11- 276 59 95 / 11 - 278 35 03
E-mails : mcdp@telecom.net.et
misikir123@yahoo.com

nn GAMBIA
AWCY Barra 
AWCY Farafenni
S/c Sajuka Working Children and Youth, 
Barra village, North Bank Division
P.o Box 1304
Tél : (220) 57 10 303 / 74 47 684 / 
79 18 404
E-mail : swcyg2000@yahoo.co.uk
ndeycham@yahoo.co.uk
pamodousenghore2006@yahoo.com

nn GUINEA BISSAU
National Coordination  
Chao de Papel-varela (Campo Fonçado)
omene tamente no REJE Bissau
Tél : (245) 72 11 212 / 66 44 931 / 66 72
782 / 67 58 977
E-mail : ejtbissau@hotmail.com
redejoved@hotmail.com
ruiatanica@yahoo.com.br
AWCY Bafata
AWCY Bissau
AWCY Canchungo
AWCY Farim
AWCY Mansoa
AWCY Gabu 
AWCY Sao Domingo

nn GUINEA CONAKRY 
National Coordination 
s/c Djigui GuinéeConakry, 050 Commandaya
050 BP238 Conakry
Tél : (224) 64 07 62 07
E-mails : cn_aejtguinée@hotmail.com
t.tounkara@yahoo.fr
hamadabakaye@yahoo.fr
AWCY Conakry
AWCY Coyah 
AWCY Dubréka
AWCY Faranah
AWCY Forekariah
AWCY Fria
AWCY Guéckédougou
AWCY Kindia
AWCY Kissidougou
AWCY Labé
AWCY Mamou
AWCY Nzérékoré

nn MADAGASCAR
AWCY Antananarivo 
S/c ENDAOI
44 rue Rainandriamampandry
Ambodrona , Antananarivo
MADAGASIKARA
E-mail : endaoi@enda.mg 

nn MALI 
National Coordination 
s/c Enda Mali, BP3123 Bamako  
Tél : (223) 222 55 64
E-mails : cnaejtml@yahoo.fr
maigala1988@yahoo.fr
isaaktraore@yahoo.fr
enda-mali@cefib.com
AWCY Bamako
AWCY Bougouni
AWCY Gao (JEKAWILI)

AWCY Kita
AWCY Kayes  
AWCY Koulikor o 
AWCY Mopti 
AWCY Ségou 
AWCY Sikasso 
AWCY Sélingué
AWCY Tombouctou 

nn MAURITANIA 
National Coordination 
S/cCoordination des Projets Urbains 
de Caritas Mauritanie 
BP115 Nouakchott 
Tél. : (222) 64 19 088 / 64 37 538
E-mails : cpu@caritas.mr
aejtnou@yahoo.fr
caritas@mauritel.mr
AWCY Bababé
AWCY Boghé
AWCY Kaédi
AWCY Nouakchott 
AWCY Nouadhibou
AWCY Rosso 

nn NIGER
National Coordination
S/c Caritas Développement Niger,
Bureau Diocésain de Niamey
BP: 2381 Niamey 
Tél : (227) 20 73 82 02 / 96 89 00 23
E-mails : ammani_2006@yahoo.fr
Balkissam2006@yahoo.fr 
a_polio@intnet.ne  
anabiissoufou@yahoo.fr
AWCY Dosso 
AWCY Gaya
AWCY Makalondi
AWCY Niamey 
AWCY Zinder

n n NIGERIA
AWCY Badagry Owode
AWCY Enugu
AWCY Ogune State
AWCY Makoto
S/c Nigeria Network of NGOs
25, Ogunlana Drive, Surulere, Lagos, 
Tél: Kunle : 0803 348 3421, 
Seyi : 0802 836 7748, 
Oyin : 0802 896 9460
E-mail: awcynigeria@yahoo.com
jamesboyon2@yahoo.com
youngakonas@yahoo.co.uk

nn RWANDA
National Coordination 
S/c projet Abadacogora et Intwari,
Bureau Social urbain - Caritas
Diocésaine 
BP1277 Kigali Rwanda
Tél : (250) 08 49 16 27 /08 53 39 44 /
08 47 78 34 
Fax : (250) 82 323
E-mail : aejtbutare@yahoo.fr
aejtrda@yahoo.com
nyirambonigaba@yahoo.com
AWCY Butaré
AWCY Gisentyi
AWCY Kigali
AWCY Rusizi Cyangugu

Africa and the Indian Ocean
Associations of Working Children and Youth, members and their supporting structures
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Latin America   
Organization of Working Children and Youth and their Supporting Structures

n n PARAGUAY
Callescuela 
Dr. Sosa 436 Zona sur Fernando de la Mora
Cc: 2355 Asuncion, Paraguay
Tél : 59521 - 507 477 - Fax : 59521 - 525 069 
E-mail : callescuela@sce.cnc.una.py 
calleescuela@click.com.py
Contact : Jara Antonio

nn PERU 
Movimiento Nacional de Niños y Adolescentes
Trabajadores Organizados del Perú - MNNATSOP
Jr. Enrique del Villar 967 San Juan De Miraflores -
Lima 29 
Tél : 051-01-2765206- Fax : 51 12 - 76 52 06
E-mail : mnnatsop.peru@terra.com.pe
mnnatsop_sede@yahoo.es
Internet : http://www.mnnatsop-peru.org/

nn VENEZUELA
Movimiento Latinoamericano y del Caribe de Niños,
Niñas y Adolescentes Trabajadores - MOLACNATS-
SECRETARIADO LATINOAMERICANO
El Cercado, carrera 8 entre 1y2 Sector Lomas Verdes,
Quinta Betania, Barquisimeto, Lara Venezuela.
Tél : 0058#4162556145
E-mail : molacnatsecretariado@hotmail.com
Internet : http://molacnats.org/

Ki Awaz 
Bal Mazdoor
Butterflies U4, 1st Floor, Green Park Extension
New Delhi-110016- India
Tél : 91-11-2616 3935 / 91-11-2619 1063 
Fax : 91-11-2619 6117
E-mail : butterflies@vsnl.com
Web : http://www.butterflieschildrights.org/

Bhima Sangha
Concerned for Working Children  (CWC)
303/2, L.B. Shastri Nagar 
Vimanapura Post Bangalore 560 017 Karnataka, India 
Tél : 0091-80 - 25234611, 25234258, 25234270 
Fax : 0091-80 - 523 4258 / 0091-80-25235034 
E-mail : cwcblr@vsnl.com
Website: http://www.workingchild.org/

Associations of Working Children and Youths (AWCY) 
not yet members and their Supporting Structures

nn ANGOLA
AWCY Benguela
BAIRRO MARTIRES DE KIFANGON-
DO RUA14, CASA47, Luanda - Angola  
Tél : (244) 92 34 09 421 / 91 24 79 412
E-mail : blanchemanche@snet.co.ao
Joaquimmarcos03@yahoo.com.br
inafeliciano@yahoo.com.br

nn GHANA
AWCY Accra
S/c Street Academy  
P. O. Box 175 sport stadium Accra 
Tél : (223) 0 21 67 40 40 
Cel Ataa Lartey (223) 02 77 85 61 31
E-mail : staccra@yahoo.com

AWCY Ayoma
AWCY Ewli
AWCY JASKAYI
AWCY EHO
S/c CVD ou Assembly Man
Tél : 003313053569999
Email : benrubien07b73@gmail.com
maejtbenjaminisse@yahoo.fr

nn GUINEA CONAKRY
AWCY Beyla
AWCY Boke
AWCY lola
AWCY Kamsar city
AWCY Kankan
AWCY Macenta
AWCY Siguiri
AWCY Yomou

AWCY Zali
National Coordination
s/c Djigui GuinéeConakry, 050 Commandaya
050 BP238 Conakry
Tél. : (224) 64 07 62 07
E-mails : cn_aejtguinée@hotmail.com
t.tounkara@yahoo.fr
hamadabakaye@yahoo.fr

n n KENYA
The Kenya Youth Foundation (KYF)
KYF (Head Office), Kibera Olympics-
Nairobi
P. O. Box 1894, 00100
Nairobi-Kenya
Contact : Evelynne Wangui
Audience Producer 
Tél : (254) 02-2437616   
Cell : (254) 721693864
Fax : (254) 2-4441809
Email : knyouthfoundation@gmail.com
kyf@post.com  
Internet : www.medevatv.com 

nn MALI 
AWCY Koutiala
AWCY Youwarou
National Coordination
s/c Enda Mali, 
BP3123 Bamako  
Tél : (223) 222 55 64
E-mails : cnaejtml@yahoo.fr
maigala1988@yahoo.fr
isaaktraore@yahoo.fr
enda-mali@cefib.com

nn NIGER 
AWCY Maradi
National Coordination 
S/c Caritas Développement Niger,
Bureau Diocésain de Niamey, 
BP: 2381 Niamey 
Tél : (227) 20 73 82 02 / 96 89 00 23
E-mails : ammani_2006@yahoo.fr
Balkissam2006@yahoo.fr 
a_polio@intnet.ne  
anabiissoufou@yahoo.fr

nn NIGERIA 
AWCY Agban
S/c Nigeria Network of NGOs
25, Ogunlana Drive, Surulere, Lagos, 
Tel: Kunle: 0803 348 3421, Seyi:
0802 836 7748, Oyin: 0802 896 9460
E-mail: nnngo@nnngo.org
Internet : www.nnngo.org

n n SIERRA LEONE
S/c Plan Sierra Leone, 6 Cantonment
Road Off King Harman Road Freetown
Tel: (232)-(22)-242067/241405
Mobile: (232)-(76)971426
Fax: +(232)-(22)240942
E-mail :  
Sierra-Leone.CO@plan-international.org

nn CHAD
AWCY Bebidja
AWCY Bongor
AWCY Kelo
AWCY Moundou

S/c Edouard, 
BP1041 Njaména
Tél (235) 661 1 2 70 / 632 85 40 / 
640 29 36
E-mail : djekya@yahoo.fr
ndileloizi@yahoo.fr

nn TOGO 
AWCY Tabligbo
AWCY Sotouboua
National Coordination 
S/C Wao Afrique 
BP80 242 Lomé
Tél : (228) 930 76 24 / 225 89 90 /
914 09 60
E-mail : aejtagadji@yahoo.fr
maejtbenjaminisse@yahoo.fr
eli_doute@yahoo.fr

nn ZIMBABWE
AWCY Bulawayo
AWCY Matabeleleland South
AWCY Matabeleleland North
AWCY Mashonaland East
S/c Coordination Nationale des AEJT 
s/c Save the Children Norway
P.O Box 4581 Harare Zimbabwe 
184 Five Avenue Harare
Tel: (263) 47 21 541 /47 32 517 / 
47 21 626
Telefax: (263) 47 96 535
E-mail :
regional.projects@reddbarna.org.zw
jeremiah.chinodya@reddbarna.org.zw

Asia (India)
Organization of Working
Children and Youths and

their Supporting
Structures

nn SENEGAL
National Coordination 
S/c Enda TM Jeunesse Action
Guédiawaye 
BP3370 Dakar
Tél. : (221) 33 837 42 88 / 77 424 81 82
/ 77 317 99 94 
Fax : (221) 33 823 51 57
Tél : (221) 77 513 98 32
E-mail : cnaejtsn@yahoo.fr
jeuda-gw@enda.sn 
AWCY Dakar
AWCY Diourbel
AWCY Fatick 
AWCY Kaolack
AWCY Kolda
AWCY Louga  

AWCY Nioro du Rip
AWCY Saint Louis  
AWCY Tambacounda 
AWCY Thiès 
AWCY Ziguinchor

nn CHAD
AWCY Ndjamena
S/C Edouard 
BP1041 Njaména
Tél (235) 661 1 2 70 / 632 85 40 / 
640 29 36
E-mail : djekya@yahoo.fr
ndileloizi@yahoo.fr

nn TOGO
National Coordination
S/C Wao Afrique 

BP80 242 Lomé
Tél : (228) 930 76 24 / 225 89 90 /
914 09 60
E-mail : aejtagadji@yahoo.fr
maejtbenjaminisse@yahoo.fr
eli_doute@yahoo.fr
AWCY Agou
AWCY Agadji
AWCY Adomi-Abra (Badou)  
AWCY Danyi
AWCY Kévé
AWCY Kouma
AWCY Kpalimé Wome  
AWCY Lomé 
AWCY Niantougou

nn ZIMBABWE 
National Coordination 
s/c Save the Children Norway
P.O Box 4581 Harare Zimbabwe 
184 Five Avenue Harare
Tel: (263) 47 21 541 /47 32 517 / 
47 21 626
Telefax: (263) 47 96 535
E-mail :
regional.projects@reddbarna.org.zw 
jeremiah.chinodya@reddbarna.org.zw
mashonaland west
mashonaland centre
AWCY Harare
AWCY Manicaland 
AWCY Midmatma 
AWCY Midilands

Associations of Working Children and Youth, members and their supporting structures


